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THE FOURTH DAY. 

Chap. Xlil. — O^rem^iin/n ef the "E-yX, and other Fish tkat 
■aiant scales, and how la fish for them. 

PlSCATOR. 

TT is agreed by most men, that the Eel is a most 
■*- dainty fish : the Romans have esteemed her 
the Helena of their feasts, and some the queen of 
palate -pleasure. But most men differ about their 
breeding : some say they breed by generation as 
other fish do ; and others, that they breed, as some 
worms do, of mud ; as rats and mice, and many 
other living creatures, are bred in Egypt by the 
sun's heat when it shines upon the overflowing of 
the river Nilus ; or out of the putrefaction of the 
earth, and divers other ways. Those that deny 
them to breed by generation as other fish do, ask, 
If any man ever saw an Eel to have a spawn or 
melt? And they are answered, that they may be 
as certain of their breeding as if they had seen 
them spawn ; for they say, that they are certain 
that Eels have all parts fit for generation, like 
other fish, but so small as not to be easily dis- 
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cemed, by reason of their fatness, but that dis- 
cerned they may be, and that the he and the she 
Eel may be distinguished by their fins. And 
Rondeletius says, he has seen Eels cling together 
like dew- worms. 

And others say, that Eels, growing old, breed 
other Eels out of the corruption of their own age, 
which. Sir Francis Bacon says, exceeds not ten 
years. And others say, that as pearls are made of 
glutinous dew-drops, which are condensed by the 
sun's heat in those countries, so Eels are bred of 
a particular dew, falling in the months of May or 
June on the banks of sonae particular ponds or 
rivers, apted by nature for that end ; which in a 
few days are by the sun's heat turned into Eels : 
and some of the ancients have called the Eels that 
are thus bred the offspring of Jove, I have seen 
in the beginning of July, in a river not far from 
Canterbury, some parts of it covered over with 
young Eels, about the thickness of a straw ; and 
these Eels did lie on the top of that water, as thick 
as motes are said to be in the sun : and I have 
heard the like of other rivers, as namely in Severn, 
where they are called Yelvers ; and in a pond or 
mere near unto Staffordshire, where, about a set 
time in summer, such small Eels abound so much, 
that many of the poorer sort of people, that inhabit 
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near to it, take such Eels out of this mere with 
sieves or sheets, and make a kind of Eel-cake of 
them, and eat it like as bread. And Gesner quotes 
Venerable Bede to say, that in England there is an 
island called Ely, by reason of the innumerable 
number of Eels that breed in it. But that Eels 
may be bred as some worms, and some kind of 
bees and wasps are, either of dew, or out of the 
corruption of the earth, seems to be made probable 
by the barnacles and young goslings bred by the 
sun's heat and the rotten planks of an old ship, 
and hatched of trees ; both which are related for 
truths by Du Bartas and Lobel, and also by our 
learned Camden, and laborious Gerard in his 
Herbal. 

It is said by Rondeletius, that those Eels that are 
bred in rivers that relate to or be nearer to the sea, 
never return to the fresh waters, as the Salmon 
does always desire to do, when they have once 
tasted the salt-water; and I do the more easily 
bslieve this, because I am certain that powdered 
beef is a most excellent bait to catch an Eel. 
And though Sir Francis Bacon will allow the Eel's 
life to be but ten years, yet he, in his " History of 
Life and Death," mentions a Lamprey belonging 
to the Roman Emperor to be made tame, and so 
kept for almost threescore years : and that such 
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useful and pleasant observations were made of this 
Lamprey, that Crasaus the orator, who kept her, 
lamented her death. And we read in Doctor 
Hakewill, that Hortensius was seen to weep at 
the death of a Lamprey that he had kept long, 
and loved exceedingly. 

It is granted by all, or most men, that Eels, for 
about six months, that is to say, the six cold 
months of the year, stir not up and down, neither 
in the rivers, nor in the pools in which they usually 
are, but get into the soft earth or mud ; and there 
many of them together bed themselves, and live 
without feeding upon anything, as I have told you 
some swallows have been observed to do in hollow 
trees for those cold six months : and this the Eel 
and swallow do, as not being able to endure winter 
weather; for Gesner quotes Albeitus to say, that 
in the year 1125, that year's winter being more 
cold than usually. Eels did by nature's instinct get 
out of the water into a stack of hay in a meadow 
upon dry ground, and there bedded themselves ; 
but yet at last a frost killed them. And our 
Camden relates, that in Lancashire fishes were 
digged out of the earth with spades, where no water 
was near to the place. I shall say little more of 
the Eel, but that, as it is observed he is impatient 
of cold, so it hath been observed that, in warm 
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weather, an Eel has been kno«n to lue fi\e days 
out of the water 

And lastl} let me tell >ou that some curious 
searchers into the natures of fish obsene that 
there be se\eral sorts or kinds jt Lela as the 
Silver Eel, and Green or greenish Eel with which 
the river of Thames abumds and those are 
called Grigs and a blackish Eel whose head 
is more flat and bigger than orduiary Pels; and 
also an Eel Hhose fins are reddish and but sel- 
dom taken m this nation and )et taken some- 
times. These scleral kinds of Eels are aaj some, 
diversely bred as namelj out ol the corruption 
of the earth and some b\ dew and other ways, 
as I have said to you ind yet it is affirmed 
by some for a certain that the bilver Eel is bred 
by genetatnn but not by spawning as other fish 
do, but that her brood come ihve from her, 
being then litde live Eels no bigger nor longer 
than a pin and I haie hai too many testimo- 
nies of this to doibt the truth of it mjself; and 
if 1 thought It neelful I might proie it but I 
think it is needless 

And this Eel of which I have said so much to 
you, may be caught with dners kinds of baits ; as 
namely, with powdered beef with a lob or garden 
worm ; with a minnow or gut of a hen, chicken. 
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or the guts of any fish ; or with almost anything, 
for he is a greedy fish. But the Eel may be 
caught, especially, with a little, a very little Lam- 
prey, which some call a Pride, aiid may in the hot 
months be found many of them in the river 
Thames, and in many mud-heaps in other rivers ; 
yea, almost as usually as one finds worms in a 
dunghill. 

Next note, that the Ee) seldom stirs in the day, 
but then hides himself; and therefore he is usually 
caught by night, with one of these baits of which 
I have spoken, and may be then caught by laying 
hooks, which you are to fasten to the bank, or 
twigs of a tree ; or by throwing a string cross the 
stream with many hooks at it, and those baited 
witJi the aforesaid baits ; and a clod, or plummet, 
or stone, thrown into the river with this line, that 
so you may in the morning find it near to some 
fixed place, and then take it up with a drag-hook 
or otherwise. But these things are, indeed, too 
common to be spoken of, and an hour's fishing 
with any Angler wil! teach you better both for 
these and many other common things in the prac- 
tical part of Angling, than a week's discourse. 
I shall therefore conclude this direction for tak- 
ing the Eel, by telling you that, in a warm day 
in summer, I have taken many a good Eel by 
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sjiigling, and have been mucli pleased witli that 

And because you that are but a young Angkr 
know not what snigling is, I will now teach it to you. 
You remember I told you that Eels do not usually 
stir in the daytime, for then they hide themselves 
under some covert, or under boards or planks 
about flood-gates, or weirs, or mills, or in holes in 
the river batiks ■ so that you obsen-ing vour time 
m a varm da) when the vrater s Ion est maj take 
a strong s lall hook tied to a strong, line or to a 
string about a yard long and then into one of 
these holes or between any boards abo t a mill 
or unier anj great stone or plank or -my plice 
where jou think m Eel ma\ hide or shelter her 
sell \ou ma\ ai d v th the help of a short stick 
put m your bat but leisure) and as far a" \ou 
maj convenientlj and it li si-ar^e to be doubted 
but that if there be in Eel vithin the sight of t the 
Eel w 11 b te instaiitlj and is certa nl) gorge it 
and yoi need ntt doubt to ha\e him if joi pull 
h m not out of the hole too quickly but p ill him 
out bj degrees for he lying folded double m 
his hole will with the help of his tail break all 
unless you gne him time to be weaned w th p 11 
ing and so get h m out h\ de rees not puU nf, too 
hard. 
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And to commute for your patient hearing this 
long direction, I shall next telt you how to make 
this Eel 




a most excellent dish of meat. 

First, wash him in water and salt ; then pull off 
his skin below his vent or navel, and not much 
further : having done that, take out his guts as 
clean as you can, but wash him not : then give 
him three or four scotches with a knife ; and then 
put into his belly and those scotches sweet herbs, 
an anchovy, and a Httle nutmeg grated or cut very 
small ; and your herbs and anchovies must also be 
cut very small, and mixed with good butter and 
salt : having done this, then pull his skin over him 
all but his head, which you are to cut off, to the 
end you may tie his skin about that part where his 
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head grew, and it must be so tied as to keep all 
his moisture within his skin ; and having done this, 
tie him with tape or packthread to a spit, and roast 
him leisurely, and baste him with water and salt 
til! his skin breaks, and then with butter : and 
having roasted htm enough, let what was put into 
his belly, and what he drips, be his sauce. S. F. 

When I go to dress an Eel thus, I wish he were 
as long and big as that which was caught in Peter- 
borough River in the year 1667, which was a yard 
and three quarters long. If you will not believe 
me, then go and see at one of the coffee-houses in 
King Street in Westminster. 

But now let me tell you, that though the Eel 
thus dressed be not only excellent good, but more 
harmless than any other wa\ yet it is certain that 
physicians account the Eel dangerous meat ; I will 
advise you therefore, as bolomon says of honey 
(Prov. XXV. 16), " Hast thou found it eat no more 
than is sufficient, lest thou surlcit, tor it is not good 
to eat much honey." And let me add this, that 
the uncharitable Italian bids us " give Eels, and no 
wine, to our enemies." 

And I will beg a little more of your attention to 
tell you, that Aldrovandus and divers physicians 
commend the Eel very much for medicine, though 
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not for meat. But let me tell you one observa- 
tion ; that the Eel is never out of season, as Trouts 
and most fish are ii set times ■ at least most Eeh 
are not 

I might here speak of many other fish whose 
shape and natmre are much like the Eel and 
frequent both the sea and fresh rivers as nameh 
the Lamprel the Lamprey and the Lampeme as 
also of the might} Conger taken often in Sc\em 
ibout t loucfster and m ght also tell m what h gh 
esteem man) of them ire f r the cunosity cf their 
tiste But these ire not si: j^ re per to be tilkel 
of by me because thej make us Anglers no sport 
therefore I will let them alone as tl e Jews do 
to whom they are forbidden by their law 

An 1 Scholar there is also a Floittoer a sea 
fish which Kill winder very tar into fresh nvtrs 
and there lose himself ani Iwell and thrive t a 
hand s breadth and almost twice so lon^ — a fi h 
without scales and most exctUent meat — an 1 a 
fish that aftards much sport to the \ngler with 
my small worm bit especiallj a little blu sh worm 
gotten o t of marsh ground or meidows which 
sho lid be well scoured But th s though it be 
most excellent meat jet it wints scales ani s 
as I told y >\i therefore an abomination to the 
Jew's, 
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But, Scholar, there is a fish that they in Lan- 
cashire boasi very much of, called a Char, taken 
there, and I think there only, in a mere called 
^\'inander-Mere ; a mere, says Camden, that is the 
largest in this nation, being ten miles in length, 
and, some say, as smooth in the bottom as if it 
were paved with polished marble. This fish never 
exceeds fifteen or sixteen inches in length, and 't is 
spotted like a Trout, and has scarce a bone but on 
the back. But this, though I do not know whether 
it make the Angler sport, yet I would have you 
take notice of it, because it is a rarity, and of so 
high esteem with persons of great note. 

Nor would I have you ignorant of a rare fish 
called a Guiniad, of which I shall tell you what 
Camden and others speak. The river Dee, which 
runs by Chester, springs in Merionethshire ; and, 
as it runs toward Chester, it runs through Pemble- 
Mere, which is a lai^e water : and it is observed 
that, though the river Dee abounds with Salmon, 
and Pemble-Mere with the Guiniad, yet there is 
never any Salmon caught in the mere, nor a 
Guiniad in the river. And now ray next observa- 
tion shall be of the Barbel. 
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THE FOURTH DAY. 

Chap. XIV. — 0*«™«fto«j of the Barbel, wnd Directiom 
kow to fish fir kirn. 

PlSCATOB. 

'T^'HE Barbel is so called, says Gesner, by reason 
-*- of his barb or wattels at his mouth, which 
are under his nose or chaps. He is one of those 
leather-mouthed fishes that I told you of, that does 
very seldom break his hold if he be once hooked : 
but he is so strong, that he wilt often break both 
rod and line, if he proves to be a big one. 

But the Barbel, though he be of a fine shape, 
and looks big, yet he is not accounted the best fish 
to eat, neither for his wholesomeness nor his taste : 
but the male is reputed much better than the 
female, whose spawn is very hurtful, as I will pres- 
ently declare to you. 
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They flock together like sheep and are at the 
worst in \pr ! about which time they spawn but 
quickly grow to be m season He is able to lne 
in the trongest swifts of the water and m summer 
they lo e the shallowest and sharpe'it streams and 
love to lurk under weeds ani t feed on graiel 
against a ns ng ground and w ill root and dig m 
the sands with his nose like a hog and there nests 
himself vet sometimes he retires to deep and 
swift bridges or tJood gates or weirs where he wilt 
nest himself amongst piles or m hollo i places and 
take such hold of moss or weeds, that, be the water 
never so swift, it is not able to force him from the 
place that he contends for. This is his constant 
custom in summer, when he and most living crea- 
tures sport themselves in the sun ; but at the ap- 
proach of winter, then he forsakes the swift streams 
and shallow waters, and by degrees retires to those 
parts of the river that are quiet and deeper : in 
which places, and I think about that time, he 
spawns ; and, as I have formerly told you, with the 
help of the melter, hides his spawn or eggs in holes, 
which they both dig in the gravel : and then they 
mutually labor to -cover it with the same sand, to 
prevent it from being devoured by other fish. 

There be such store of this fish in the river 
Danube, that Rondeletius says they may in some 
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places of it, and in some months in the year, be 
taken by those that dwell near to the river, with 
their hands, eight or ten load at a time. He says, 
they begin to be good in May, and that they cease 
to be so in August, but it is found to be otherwise 
in this nation : but thus far we agree with him, that 
the spawn of a Barbel, if it be not poison, as he 
says, yet that it is dangerous meat, and especially 
in the month of May; which is so certain, that 
Gesner and Gasius declare it had an ill effect upon 
them, even to the endangering of their lives. 

This fish is of a fine cast and handsome shape, 
with small scales, which are placed after a most exact 
and curious manner, and, as I told you, may be 
rather saii not to be 11 than to be good meat The 
Chub and he haie I thmk both lost part of their 
credit by lU cookery thej bemg reputed the worst 
or coarsest of fresh water fish But the Barbel 
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affords an Angler choice sport, being a lusty and a 
cunning fish ; so lusty and cunning as to endanger 
the breaking of the Angler's line, by running his 
head forcibly towards any covert, or hole, or bank ; 
and then striking at the line, to break it off with 
his tail, as is observed by Plutarch, in his book 
"De Industria Animalium;" and also so cunning 
to nibble and suck off your worm close to the hook, 
and vet avbid the lettin"' the hook come into his 
h 
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ever over-bait the place, nor fish too early or too 
late for a Barbel, And the Barbel will bite also at 
gentles, which not being too much scoured, but 
green, are a choice bait for him ; and so is cheese, 
which is not to be too hard, but kept a day or two 
in a wet linen cloth to make it tough : with this 
you may also bait the water a day or two before 
yon fish for the Barbel, and be much the likelier 
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to catch Store : and if the cheese were laid in 
clarified honey a short time before, as namely, an 
hour or two, you were still the likelier to catch fish. 
Some have directed to cut the cheese into thin 
pieces, and toast it, and then tie it on the hook 
with fine silk : and some advise to fish for the 
Barbel with sheep's tallow and soft cheese beaten 
or worked into a paste, and that it is choicely good 
in August, and I believe it : but doubtless the Lob- 
worm well scoured, and the gentle not too much 
scoured, and cheese ordered as I have directed, 
are baits enough, and I think will serve in any 
month ; though I shall commend any Angler that 
tries conclusions, and is industrious to improve the 

rt Ad now, my honest Scholar, the long shower 
d my t 1 ous discourse are both ended together : 

nd I h 11 give you but this observation, that when 
fi h f a Barbel your rod and line be both 
1 g if good strength ; for, as I told you, you 
will find him a heavy and a dogged fish to be dealt 
withal, yet he seldom or never breaks his hold if 
he be once strucken. And if you would know 
more of fishing for the Umber or Barbel, get into 
favor with Doctor Sheldon, whose skill is above 
others ; and of that the poor that dwell about him 
have a comfortable experience. 
And now let's go and see what interest the 



, Google 



Chap. XIV,] THE COMPLETE ANGLER. 225 

Trouts will pay us for letting our Angle-rods lie so 
long, and so quietly, in the water, for their use. 
Come, Scholar, which will you take up? 

Yen. Which you think lit. Master. 

Pisc. Why, you shall take up that ; for I am 
certain, by viewing the line, it has a fish at it. 
Look yon. Scholar ! Well done ! Come now, 
take up the other too ; well ! Now you may tell 
my brother Peter at night, that you have caught a 
leash of Trouts this day. And now let 's move 
toward our lodging, and drink a draught of red- 
cow's milk as we go, and give pretty Maudlin and 
her honest mother a brace of Trouts for their 
supper. 

Ven. Master, I like your motion very well ; and 
I think it is now about milking-time, and yonder 
they be at it. 

Pisc. God speed you, good woman 1 I thank 
you both for our songs last night : I and my com- 
panion have had such fortune a-fishing this day, 
that we resolve to give you and Maudlin a brace 
of Trouts for supper, and we will now taste a 
draught of your red-cow's milk. 

MiLKW. Marry, and that you shall with all my 

heart, and I will be still your debtor when you 

come this way : if you will but speak the word I 

will make you a good syllabub, of new verjuice, 

'5 
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and then you may sit down in a hay-cock and eat 
it; and Maudlin shall sil by and sing you the 
good old song of the " Hunting in Chevy Chace," 
or some other good ballad, for she hath store of 
them. Maudlin, my honest Maudlin, hath a not- 
able memory, and she thinks nothing too good for 
you, because you he such honest men. 

Ven. We thank you, and intend once in a 
month to call upon you again, and give you a little 
warning, and so good night. Good night. Maudlin. 
And now, good Master, let 's lose no time ; but 
tell me somewhat more of fishing, and, if you please, 
first something of fishing for a Gudgeon. 

Pisc- I will, honest Scholar. 
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THE FOURTH DAY. 

. — ObservaHotis of the Gudgeon, the Ruffe, 
idrhe BiiflK, and how t0 fish far tkim. 

PlSCATOR. 

'HE Gudgeon is reputed a fish of excellent 
taste, and to be very wholesome ; he is of a 




fine shape, of a silver color, and beautified with 
black spots both on his body and tail. He breeds 
two or three times in the year, and always in 
summer. He is commended for a fish of excellent 
nourishment ; the Germans call him Groundling, 
by reason of his feeding on the ground ; and he 
there feasts himself in sharp streams, and on the 
gravel. He and the Barbel both feed so, and do 
not hunt for flies at any time, as most other fishes 
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do : he is an excellent fish to enter a young Angler, 
being easy to be taken with a small red-worm, on 
or very near to the ground. He is one of those 
leather-mouthed fish that has his teeth in his 
throat, and will hardly be lost from off the hook if 
he be once strucken. They be usually scattered 
up and down every river in the shallows, in the 
heat of summer ; but in autumn, when the weeds 
begin to grow sour or rot, and the weather colder, 
then they gather together, and get into the deeper 
parts of Che water ; and are to be fished for there, 
with your hook always touching the ground, if you 
fish for him with a float, or with a cork. But many 
will fish for the Gudgeon by hand, with a running- 
line upon the ground, without a cork, as a Trout is 
fished for, and it is an excellent way, if you have a 
gentle rod and as gentle a hand. 

There is also another fish called a Pope, and by 
some a Ruffe ; a fish that is not known to be in 
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some rivers : he is much like the Pearch for his 
shape, and taken to be better than the Pearch, but 
will not grow to be bigger than a Gudgeon ; he is 
an excellent fish, no fish that swims is of a pleas- 
anter taste, and he is also excellent to enter a 
young Angler, for he is a greedy biter, and they 
will usually lie, abundance of them together, in one 
reserved place, where the water is deep, and runs 
quietly; and an easy Angler, if he has found 
where they lie, may catch forty or fifty, or some- 
times twice so many, at a standing. 

You must fish for him with a small red worm and 
if jou bait the grjund with earth it ii excellent 

There is alao a Bleak or Fresh water Sj-tat i 
fish that IS eier in motion and therefore called by 
some the Rner Swallow for just as jou ahall ob 
ser\e the bwallow to he most evenings in summer 
eier in motion making short and quick turns when 
he flies to catch tiiea m the air b> which he li\es 
so does the Bleak at the top of the water Auso 
mus would ha\e him called Bleak from his whitish 
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color : his back is of a pleasant sad or sea-waier- 
green, his belly white and shining as the mountain 
snow. And, doubtless, though he have the fortune, 
which virtue has in poor people, to be neglected, 
yet the Bleak ought to be much valued, though we 
want Allaraot-salt, and the skill that the Italians 
have to turn them into Anchovies. This fish may 
be caught vrith a Pater-noster line ; that is, six or 
eight very small hooks tied along the line, one half 
a foot above the other : 1 have seen five caught 
thus at one time, and the bait has been genties, 
than which none is better. 

Or this fish may be caught with a fine small 
artificial fly, which is to be of a very sad brown 
color, and very small, and the hook answerable. 
There is no better spoit than whipping for Bleaks 
in a boat, or on a bank in the swift water in a 
summer's evening, with a hazel top about five or 
six foot long, and a line twice the length of the 
rod. I have heard Sir Henry Wotton say, that 
there be many that in Italy will catch swallows so, 
or especially martins, this bird-angler standing on 
the top of a steeple to do it, and with a line twice 
so long as I have spoken of : and let me tell you. 
Scholar, that both Martins and Bleaks be most 
excellent meat. 

And let me tell you, that I have known a Hem 
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that did constantly frequent one place caught with 
a hook baited with a big minnow or a small gudg- 
eon. The line and hook must be strong, and tied 
to some loose staff, so big as she cannot fly away 
with it, — a line not exceeding two yards. 
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THE FOURTH DAY. 

Chap. XVI. — Is of nothing, or that which is nothing viorth. 
PiSCATOR. 

TV TV purpose was to give you some directions 
-^~-'- concerning Roach and Dace, and some 
other inferior fish, which make the Angler excel- 
lent sport, for you know there is more pleasure in 
hunting the hare than in eating her : but I will for- 
bear at this time to say any more, because you see 
yonder come our Brother Peter and honest Con- 
don. But I will promise you, that, as you and I 
fish and walk to-morrow towards London, if I have 
now forgotten anything that I can then remember, 
I will not keep it from you. 

Well met, Gentlemen ; this is lucky that we meet 
so just together at this very door. Come, Hostess, 
where are you? Is supper ready? Come, first 
give us drink, and be as quick as you can, for I 
believe we are all very hungry. Well, Brother 
Peter and Coridon, to you both ! come, drink, and 
then tell me what luck of fish : we two have caught 
but ten Trouts, of which my Scholar caught three ; 
look, here 's eight, and a brace we gave away : 
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we have had a most pleasant day for fishing and 
talking, and are returned home both weary and 
hungry ; and now meat and rest will be pleasant. 

Pet. And Coridon and I have had not an un- 
pleasant day, and yet I have caught but five Trouts ; 
for indeed we went to a good honest ale-house, and 
there we played at shovel-board half the day ; all 
the time that it rained we were there, and as merry 
as they that fished. And I am glad we are now 
with a dry house over our heads ; for, hark ! how 
it rains and blows. Come, Hostess, give us more 
ale, and our supper with what haste you may ■ and 
when we have supped let us have your song Pis 
cator, and the catch that your Scholar promised w 
or else Coridon will be dogged. 

Pisc. Nay, I will not be worse than my word 
you shall not want my song, and I hope I shall be 
perfect in it. 

Ven. And I hope the like for mj catch which 
I have ready too : and therefore let s go mernh 
to supper, and then have a gentle touch at smgmg 
and drinking ; but the last with moderation 

Cor. Come, now for your song, for we ha\c fed 
heartily. Come, Hostess, lay a few more sticks on 
the fire, and now sing when you will. 

Pisc. Well then here 's to you, Coridon ; and 
now for my song. 
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" O, the gallant fisher's life, 
It is ihe best of any; 
T is tuU ot pleasure, void of strife. 
And 't is beloved by many : 

Other joys 

Are but toys, 

Only this 

Lawful is ; 

For our skill 

Breeds no ill, 
But content and pleasure. 



Ere Aurora's peeping : 
Drink a cup to wash our eyes, 
Leave the sluggard sleeping: 

Then we go 

To a.nd fro, 

With our knacks 

At our backs. 

To such streams 

As the Thames, 
If we have the leisure. 



" When we please to walk abroad 
For our recreation. 
In the fields is our abode. 
Full of delectation: 

Where in a brook 

With a hook. 

Or a lake. 

Fish we lake ; 

There we sit, 



Til] we fish entangle. 
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" We have gentles in a horn, 
We have paste and worms too: 
We can watch both night and mt 
Suffer rain and storms too. 
None do here 

Oaths do fray 
Fish away ; 
We sit still, 
And watch our quill ; 
Fishers must not wrangle. 



'■ If the sun's excess! 
Make oui bodies s 
To an osier-hedge 
For a. friendly shelter ; 
Where in a dike 
Pearch or Pike, 
Roach or Dace, 
We do chase, 
Bleak or Gudgeon 
Without grudging ; 
We are still contented. 






get 



"Orn 
Under a green willow; 
That defends us from a shower, 
Making earth our pillow; 

Where we may 

Think and pray. 

Before death 

Stops our breath. 

Other joys 

Are but toys, 
And to be lamented." 

Jo. Chalkhill. 
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Ven. Wei! sung, Master ! This day's fortune 
and pleasure, and this night's company and song, 
do all make me more and more in love with Ang- 
ling. Gentlemen, my Master left me alone for an 
hour this day ; and I verily believe he retired him- 
self from talking with me, that he might be so 
perfect in this song; was it not. Master? 

Pisc. Yes, indeed, for it is many years since I 
learned it ; and having forgotten a part of it, I was 
forced to patch it up by the help of mine own in- 
vention, who am not excellent at poetry, as my 
part of the song may testify : but of that I will say 
no more, lest you should think I mean by discom- 
mending it to beg your commendations of it. And 
therefore, without replications, let 's hear your 
catch. Scholar ; which I hope will be a good one, 
for you are both musical and have a good fancy to 
boot. 

Ven. Marry, and that you shall ; and as freely 
as I would have my honest Master tell me some 
more secrets of fish and fishing as we walk and fish 
towards London to-morrow. But, Master, first let 
me tell you that, that very hour which you were 
absent from me, I sat down under a willow-tree by 
the water-side, and considered what you had told 
me of the owner of that pleasant meadow in which 
you then left me : that he had a plentiful estate. 
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and not a heart to think so ; that he had at this 
time many lawsuits depending, and that they both 
damped his mirth, and took up so much of his 
time and thoughts, that he himself had not leisure 
to take the sweet content that I, who pretended 
no title to them, took in his fields: for I could 
there sit quietly ; and, looking on the water, see 
some fishes sport themselves in the silver streams, 
others leaping at flies of several shapes and colors ; 
looking on the hills, I could behold them spotted 
with woods and groves ; looking down the mead- 
ows, could see here a boy gathering lilies and lady- 
smocks, and there a girl cropping culverkeyes and 
cowslips, all to make garlands suitable to this 
present month of May. These, and many other 
field-flowers, so perfumed the air, that I thought 
that very meadow like that field in Sicily, of which 
Diodorus speaks, where the perfumes arising from 
the place make all dogs thai hunt in it to fall off, 
and to lose their hottest scent. I say, as I thus 
sat, joying in my own happy condition, and pitying 
this poor rich man that owned this and many other 
pleasant groves and meadows about me, I did 
thankfully remember what my Saviour said, that 
the meek possess the earth; or rather, they enjoy 
what the other possess and enjoy not ; for Anglers, 
and meek, quiet-spirited men, are free from those 
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high, those restless thoughts, which corrode the 
sweets of life ; and they, and they only, can say, 
as the poet has happily expressed it : — 

" Hail 1 blest estate oi lowliness 1 
Happy enjoyroents of such minds, 
As, ricli in self-contentedness, 
Can, like the leeds in roughest winds, 
By yielding make that blow but small 
At which proud oaks and cedars fail." 

There came also into my mind at that time cer- 
tain verses in praise of a mean estate and an humble 
mind ; they were written by Phineas Fletcher, an 
excellent Divine, and an excellent Angler, and the 
author of excellent Piscatory Eclogues, in which 
you shall see the picture of this good man's mind ; 
and I wish mine to be like it. 

" No empty hopes, no courtly feats, him fright. 
No begging wants his middle-fortune bite, 

But sweet content exiles both misery and spite. 
His certain life, ihat never can deceive him, 

Is full of thousand sweets, and rich contetit; 
The smooth-leaved beeches in the field receive him 

With coolest shade, till noontide's heat be spent : 
His life is neither tossed in boisterous seas. 
Or the vexatious world, or lost in slothful ease : 
Pleased and full blest he lives, when he his God can please. 

" His bed, more safe than soft, yields quiet sleeps, 
While by his side his faithful spouse hath place; 
His little son into his bosom creeps, 
The lively picture of his father's face. 
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His humble house or poor state ne'er torment him ; 

Less he could like, i( less his God had lenl hjm; 

And when he dies, green turfs do tor a lomb content him." 

Gentlemen, these were a part of the thoughts 
that then possessed me. And I there made a con- 
version of a piece of an old catch, and 
added more to it, fitting them to be Mmc in iiie 
sung by us Anglers. Come, Master, you 
can sing well ; you must sing a part of it as it is 
in this paper. 

Pet. I marry, Sir, this is music indeed ! This 
has cheered my heart, and made me to remember 
six verses in praise of Music, which I will speak to 
you instantly. 

" Music I miraculous rheloric I that speait'st sense 
Without a tongue, excellii^g eloquence ; 
With what ease might thy errors be excused, 
Wett thou as truly loved as thou 'rt abused I 
But thou dull souls neglect, and some reprove thee, 
I cannot hate thee, 'cause the Angels love thee." 

Ven. And the repetition of these last verses of 
music have called to my memory what Mr. Ed- 
mund Waller, a lover of the angle, says of Love and 
Music. 

■' Whilst I listen to thy voice, 

Chloris, I feel my heart decay ; 
That powerful voice 

Calls my fleeting soul away : 
O, suppress that magic sound, 
Which destroys without a wound I 
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" Peace, Chloris, peace i or singing die, 
That together you and I 

To heaven may go ; 

For all we know 
Of what the blessed do above 
Is, that they sing, and that they love." 

Pzsc. Well remembered, Brother Peter; these 
verses came seasonably, and we thank you heartily. 
Come, we wiii all join together, my Host and 
all, and sing my Scholar's Catch over again, and 
then each man drink the t'other cup and to bed, 
and thank God we have a dry house over our 
heads. 

Pisc. Well now, Good night to everybody. 

Pet. And so say I. 

Ven. And so say I. 

Cor. Good night to you all ; and I thank yoa, 

PiSC. Good morrow, Brother Peter ! and the 
like to you, honest Coridon. Come, my Hostess 
says there is seven shillings to pay ; let 's each 
man drink a pot for his morning's draught, and lay 
down his two shillings ; that so my Hostess may 
not have occasion to repent herself of beii^ so 
diligent, and using us so kindly. 

Pet. The motion is liked by everybody, and so, 
Hostess, here 's your money : we Anglers are all 
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beholden to you ; it will not be long ere I 'il s 
you again. And now, Brother Piscator, I msh y 
and my Brother, your Scholar, a fair day and go 
fortune. Come, Condon, this is our way. 
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THE FIFTH DAY. 



*P. XVII. — ty Roach and Oac^, and hmo to Jhhftir 
thtm; and of Cadis. 



/~^ OOD Master, as we go now towards London, 
^-^ be still so courteous as to give me more in- 
structions, for I have several boxes in my memory, 
in which I will keep them all very safe ; there shall 
not one of them be lost, 

Pisc. Well, Scholar, that I will : and I will hide 
nothing from you that I can remember, and can 
think may help you forward towards a perfection 
in this art. And because we have so much time, 
and I have said so little of Roach and Dace, I will 
give you some directions concerning them. 

Some say the Roach is so called from rutilus, 
which, they say, signifies red fins. He is a fish of no 
great reputation for his dainty taste ; and his spawn 
is accounted much better than any other part of 
him. And you may take notice, that, as the Carp 
is accounted the water-fox for his cunning, so 
the Roach is accotmted the water-sheep for his 
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simplicity or foolishness. It is noted that the Roach 
and Dace recover strength, and grow in season in 
a fortnight after spawning : the Barbel and Chub 
in a month ; the Trout in four months ; and the 
Salmon in the like time, if he gets into the sea, and 
after into fresh water. 

Roaches be accounted much better in the river 
than in a pond, though ponds usually breed the 
biggest. But there is a kind of bastard small Roach 
that breeds in ponds, with a very forked tail, and of 
a very small size, which some say is bred by the 
Bream and right Roach, and some ponds are stored 
with these beyond belief; and knowing men that 
know their difference call them Ruds : they differ 
from the true Roach as much as a'Herring from 
a Pilchard. And these bastard breed of Roach 
are now scattered in many rivers, but I think not 
in the Thames, which I believe affords the largest 
and fattest in this nation, especially below London 
Bridge. The Roach is a leather- mouthed fish, and 
has a kind of saw-like teeth in his throat. And 
lastly, let me tell you, the Roach makes an Angler 
excellent sport, especially the great Roaches abotit 
London, where I think there be the best Roach- 
Anglers ; and I think the best Trout- Anglers be in 
Derbyshire, for the waters there are clear to an 
extremity. 
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Next, let me tell you, you shall fish for this 
Roach in winter with paste or gentles; in April, 




with worms or cadis in the \ ery hot months with 
httle white snails or with flies under water for he 
seldom takes them at the top though the Dace 
will In minv of the hot months Roaches may 
ilso be caught thus take a Ma\ fly or Ant fly 
sink him with a little lead to the bottom neir to 
the piles or posts of a bridge or near to anj posts 
of a weir I mean inv deep plice where Roaches 
he quietly and then pull )our flj up ^cry leisurely 
ind usually a Roach will follow your biit to the 
\erj top of the w^ter and gaze on it there and 
run at it and take it lest the fly should fly away 
from him 
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I have seen this done at Windsor and Henley 
Bridge, and great store uf Roach taken ind 
sometimes a Dace or Chub And m August >ou 
may fish for them with a paste made only uf the 
crumbs of bread, which should be ol pure fine 
manchet ; and that paste must be so tempered 
betwixt your hands till it be both soft and tough 
too ; a very kttle water and time and labor ^n 1 
clean hands, "aiU make it a most excellent paste 
But when you fish with it, jou must ha\e a small 
hook, a quick eye, and a nimble hand, or the bait 
is lost and the fish too ; if one may lose that which 
he never had. With this paste you may, as I said, 
take both the Roach and the Dace or Dake, for 
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they be much of a kind, in matter of feeding, 
cunning, goodness, and usually in size. And there- 
fore take this general direction for some other baits 
which may concern you to take notice of. They 
will bite almost at any fly, but especially at Ant- 
flies ; concerning which take this direction, for it 
is very good. 
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Take the blackish Ant-fly out of the mole-hill or 
ant-hill, in which place you shall find them in the 
month of June ; or, if that be too early in the year, 
then doubtless you may find them in July, August, 
and most of September, Gather them alive, ivith 
both their wings, and then put them into a glass 
that will hold a quart or a pottle but first put into 
the glasb a handtul or more of the moist earth out 
of which you gather them and as much of the 
roots ot the grass ot the said hillock an! then put 
in the flies gently that they lose not their wmgs : 
lay a clod of earth over it a.nd then so many as 
are put into the glass without bruising will live 
there a month or more and be -ilnajs m a readi- 
ness for yoi to fish with but if you would have 
ihtm keep longer then get inj great earthen pot, 
tr barrel of three or four gallons which is better, 
then wash jour barrel with water and honey and 
having put into it a quantity of earth and grass- 
roots then put in jour flies and coier it and they 
will live a quarter of 'i year These m any stream 
and clear water are i de^dly bait for Roach or 
D-ite or for t Chub and jour rule ib to fish not 
less than a han Ifu! from the bottom 

I shall next tell you a winter ba t for a Roach, a 
Dace or Chub and it is choicely good '\bout 
^11 hallontide and so till frost comes when you 
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see men ploughing up heath ground or sand> 
ground or greenswards then follow the plough, 
ind jou shall find a white worm as big as two 
miggots and it hath 1 red head y<M may obaerve 
in what ground most are, for there the crows will 
be \er> Hatchlul and tollow the plough \er> close 
It 13 all sott and full of whitish guts a worm that 
IS m Norfolk and some other counties called a 
drub and is bred ol the spa\vn or eggs of a beetle, 
whn,h she leaves in holes that she digs m the 
ground under low or horse dung, and there rests 
all winter, and m March or April romes to be first 
a red and then a black beetle gather a thousand 
or two of these, and put them with a peck or two 
ol their own earth into some tub or firkin and 
cover and keep them so warm that the frost or 
cold air or winds kill them not these vou may 
keep all winter, and kill fish with them at any time ; 
and if you put some of them into a little earth and 
honey a day before you use them, you will find 
them an excellent bait for Bream, Carp, or indeed 
for almost any fish. 

And after this manner you may also keep gentles 
all winter, which are a good bait then, and much 
the better for being hvely and tough. Or you 
may breed and keep gentles thus : take a piece of 
beast's liver, and with a cross-stick hang it in some 
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comer over a pot or barrel, half full of dry clay ; 
and as the gentles grow big, they will fall into the 
barrel, and scour themselves, and be always ready 
for use whensoever you incline to fish ; and these 
gentles may be thus created till after Michaelmas, 
But if you desire to keep gentles to fish with all 
the year, then get a dead cat or a kite, and let it 
be fly-blown ; and when the gentles begin to be 
alive and to stir, then bury it and them in soft, 
moist earth, but as free from frost as you can, and 
these you may dig up at any time when you intend 
to use them : these will last till March, and about 
that time turn to be flies. 

But if you be nice to foul your fingers, which 
good Anglers seldom are, then take this bait : get 
a handful of well-made malt, and put it into a dish 
of water, and then wash and rub it betwixt your 
hands till you make it clean, and as free from 
husks as you can ; then put that water from it, and 
put a small quantity of fresh water to it, and set it 
in something that is fit for that purpose over the 
fire, where it is not to boil apace, but leisurely and 
very softly, until it become somewhat soft, which 
you may try by feeling it betwixt your finger and 
thumb ; and when it is soft, then put your water 
from it : and then take a sharp knife, and, turning 
the sprout-end of the com upward, with the point 
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of your Itnife take the back part of the husk off 
from it, and jet leading a kind of inward husk on 
the corn or else it la marred ; and then cut off 
that sprouted end, I mean a httle of it, that the 
white maj appear, and so pull off the husk on the 
cloven side, as. I directed you; and then cutting 
off a very little of the other end, that so your hook 
may enter ; and, if your hook be small and good, 
\ou will find this to be a \erj choice bait, either 
for winter or summer, \ou sometimes casting a 
little of It into the place where jour float swims 

'\nd to take the Roach and Dace, a good bait is 
the joung brood ol nasps or bees, if jou dip their 
heads m blood , especially good lor Bream, if thej 
be baked or hardened in their husks m an oven, 
after the bread is taken out of it , or hardened on 
a fire shovel and so also is the lhn.k blood of 
sheep, being half dried on a trencher, that so you 
ma\ LUt It into such pieces as may best fit the size 
of )Our hook , and a little salt keeps it trom grow 
mg bla^k, and makes it not the worse, but better 
this IS taken to be a choice bait if nghtly ordered 

There be several oils of 1 strong smell that I 
have been told of and to be excellent to tempt 
tish to bite, of which I could sav much But I 
remember I once earned a small bottle from Sir 
George Hastings to Sir Henry Wotton, they were 
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both chemical men, as a great present ; it was sent, 
and received, and used, with great confidence ; and 
yet, upon inquiry, I found it did not answer the 
expectation of Sir Henry ; which, with the help of 
this and other circumstances, makes me have little 
belief in such things as many men talk of. Not 
but that 1 think fishes both smell and hear, as I 
have expressed in my former discourse : but there 
is a m)^terious knack, which though it be much 
easier than the philosopher's stone, yet is not at- 
tainable by common capacities, or else lies locked 
up in the brain or breast of some chemical man, 
that, like the Rosicmcians, will not yet reveal it. 
But let me nevertheless tell you, that camphor, put 
with moss into your worm-bag with your worms, 
makes them, if many Anglers be not very much 
mistaken, a tempting bait, and the Angler more 
fortunate. But I stepped by chance into this dis- 
course of oils, and fishes smelling; and though 
there might be more said, both of it and of baits 
for Roach and Dace, and other float-fish, yet I will 
forbear it at this time, and tell you in the next 
place how you are to prepare your tackling : con- 
cerning which, I will, for sport-sake, give you an 
old rhyme out of an old fish-book, which will 
prove a part, and but a part, of what you are to 
provide. 
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" My rod and my line, my float and my lead. 

My book and my plummet, my whetstone and knife, 
My basket, my baits both living and dead, 

My net and my meat, for that is the chief: 
Then 1 must have thread, and hairs green and small, 
With mine Angling-purse, and so you have all." 

But you must have all these tackling, and twice 
so many more, with which, if you mean to be a 
fisher, you must store yourself; and to 
that purpose I will go with you either that ihs lack. 
to Mr. Margrave, who dwells amongst priced at fifty 
the booksellers in St. Paul's Church- '^'^'^ "^ 
yard, or to Mr. John Stubbs, near to 
the Swan in Golding Lane ; they be both honest 
men, and will fit an Angler with what tackling he 
lacks. 

Ven. Then, good Master, let it be at , for 

he is nearest to my dwelling, and I pray let 's meet 
there the 9th of May next about two of the clock ; 
and I '11 want nothing that a fisher should be 
furnished with. 

Pisc. Well, and I '11 not fail you, God willing, at 
the time and place appointed. 

Ven. I thank you, good Master, and I will not 
fail you. And, good Master, tell me what baits 
more you remember, for it will not now be long 
ere we shall be at Tottenham High Cross ; and 
when we come thither I will make you some 
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requital of your pains, by repeating as choice a 
copy of verses as any we have heard since we met 
together; and that is a proud word, for we have 
heard very good ones. 

Pisc. Well, Scholar, and I shall he then right 
glad to hear them. And I will, as we walk, tell 
you whatsoever comes in my mind, that I think 
may be worth your hearing. You may make an- 
other choice bait thus : Take a handful or two of 
the best and biggest wheat you can get ; boil it in 
a little milk, like as frumity is boiled ; boil it so till 
it be soft, and then fry it very leisurely with honey 
and a little beaten saffron dissolved in milk ; and 
you will find this a choice bait, and good I think 
for any fish, especially for Roach, Dace, Chub, or 
Grayling : I know not but that it may be as good 
for a River-Carp, and especially if the ground be 
a little baited with it. 

And you may also note, that the spawn of most 
fish is a very tempting bait, being a litde hardened 
on a warm tile, and cut into fit pieces. Nay, mul- 
berries and those blackberries which grow upon 
briers be good baits for Chubs or Carps : with these 
many have been taken in ponds, and in some rivers 
where such trees have grown near the water, and 
the fruit customarily dropped into it. And there 
be a hundred other baits, more than can be well 
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named ; which, by constant baiting the water, will 
become a tempting bait for any fish in it. 

You are also to know, that there be divers kinds 
of Cadis, or Case-worms, that are to be found in 
this nation in several distinct counties, and in 
several little brooks that relate to bigger rivers : 
as namely, one Cadis called a Piper, whose husk 
or case is a piece of reed about an inch long, or 
longer, and as big about as the compass of a two- 
pence. These worms being kept three or four 
days in a woollen bag with sand at the bottom of 
it, and the bag wet once a day, will in three or four 
days turn to be yellow ; and these be a choice bait 
for the Chub or Chavender, or indeed for any great 
fish, for it is a large bait. 

There is also a lesser Cadis-worm, called a Cock- 
spur, being in fashion like the spur of a cock, sharp 
at one end, and the case or house in which this 
dwells is made of small husks, and gravel, and 
slime, most curiously made of these, even so as to 
be wondered at ; but not to be made by man, no 
more than a kingfisher's nest can, which is made 
of little fishes' bones, and have such a geometrical 
intenveaving and connection, as the like is not to 
be done by the art of man. This kind of Cadis is 
a choice bait for any float- fish ; it is much less than 
the Piper-Cadis, and to be so ordered ; and these 
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may be so preserved, ten, fifteen, or twenty days, 
or it may be longer. 

There is also another Cadis, called by some a 
Straw-worm, and by some a Ruff-coat ; whose house 
or case is made of little pieces of bents, and rushes, 
and straws, and water-weeds, and I laiow not what ; 
which are so knit together with condensed slime, 
that they stick about her husk or case, not unlike 
the bristles of a hedgehog. These three Cadises 
are commonly taken in the beginning of summer; 
and are good, indeed, to take any kind of fish, with 
float or otherwise. 1 might tell you of many more, 
which as these do early, so those have their time 
also of turning to be files later in summer ; but I 
might lose myself and tire you by such a discourse. 
I shall, therefore, but remember you, that to know 
these and their several kinds, and to what flies 
every particular Cadis turns, and then how to use 
them, first as they be Cadis, and after as they be 
flies, is an art, and an art that every one that 
professes to be an Angler has not leisure to search 
after ; and, if he had, is not capable of learning, 

I '11 tell you. Scholar, several countries have 
several kinds of Cadises, that indeed differ as 
much as dogs do : that is to say, as much as a 
very cur and a greyhound do. These be usually 
bred in the very little rills or ditches that run into 
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bigf,er mers , and, I think a more proper bait for 
those lery nvers than any other I know not or 
of what this Cadis receives life, or what colored 
flj it turns to but doubtless they are the death 
of many Trouts and this i'; one kilhng way 

Take one, or more if need be, of these large 
\eUow Cadis pull otl his head, and with it puli 
out his black gut , put the bod\, as little bruised as 
la possible on a very httle hook, irmed on with 
a red hair, which will show like the Cadis head, 
and a ler) htlle thin lead, so put upon the shank 
of the hook that it may smk presently Throw 
this bait thus ordered which will look very jellow, 
into anj great still hole where a Trout is and he 
will prcsenth venture his life for it, 'tis not to be 
doubted if \ou be not espied and that the bait 
nrst touch the water, before the line and this will 
do best in the deepest, stillest water. 

Next let me tell you, I have been much pleased 
to walk quietly by a brook with a little stick in my 
hand, with which I might easily take these and 
consider the curiosity of their composure : and if 
you shall ever like to do so, then note that your 
stick must be a little hazel or willow, cleft, or have 
a nick at one end of it, by which means you may 
with ease take many of them in that nick out of 
the water, before you have any occasion to use 



, Google 



256 THE COMPLETE ANGLER. [Part 1. 

them. These, my honest Scholar, are some obser- 
vations told to you as they now come suddenly 
into my memory, of which you may make some 
use : but for the practical part, it is that that makes 
an Angler : it is diligence, and observation, and 
practice, and an ambition to be the best in the art, 
that must do it. I will tell you, Scholar, I once 
heard one say, " I envy not him that eats better 
meat than I do, nor him that is richer, or that 
wears better clothes than I do : I envy nobody 
but him, and him only, that catches more fish 
than I do." And such a man is like to prove an 
Angler; and this noble emulation I wish to you 
and all young Anglers. 
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THE FIFTH DAY. 

Chap. XVlU. — Of ike Minnow or Penk, of the Loach, 
andoftke Bull-Head, or Miller's-Thumb. 

PlSCATOR. 

'T^HERE be also three or four other little fish 
-*- that I had almost forgot, that all are with- 
out scales ; and may, for excellency of meat, be 
compared to any fish of greatest value and largest 
size. They be usually full of eggs or spawTi all the 
months of summer; for they breed often, as 'tis 
observed mice and many of the smaller four-footed 
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s of the earth do ; and as those, so these 
come quickly to their full growth and perfection. 
And it is needfiil that they breed both often and 
numerously; for they be, besides other accidents 
of ruin, both a prey and baits for other fish. And 
first I shall tell you of the Minnow or Penk. 




The Mmnow hath \ hen he k m perfect season 
ind not sick which is only presently after spawn 

ng — a kind of lapjled or na\ed color like to a 
panther on his sides inclining to a greenish and 
skj color his belly being milk white ani hi back 
almost black or blackish He is a sharp biter at a 

mall worm and in hot weather makes e\cellent 
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Sport for joung \nglen, or bo> :>i lomen that 
love that recreation And in the spnng thej make 
uf them exrellent Mmnoiv Tansies for bcin„ 
washed well in salt and their heals and tails, cut 
Dft and their gits taken out and not washed after 
— they prove excellent for that use that is being 
(red with }olks ot eggs the flowers of cowslips 
and of pnmroaes and a little tansj thus used 
th>-) make a damt> dish of meat 

The Lf A H s as I tol 1 >ou a most damt> fish 
he breeds ani feeds m little and clear swilt brooks 
or nils and lives there ipon the gra\el and in the 
sharpest streams he grows not t") be above a 
finger lun^ and no thicker than is suitable to that 
length This Loach is not unlike the shape of the 
Eel he has a beard or wattles like a Birbel He 
has two fins at his sides fo ir at his beU\ and one 
at his tail he is dappled with manv black or 
brown spots his mouth is Barbel like under his 
nose. This fish is usually full of eggs r spawn 
and is by Gesner and other learned physicians 
commended for ^reat nourishment and to be verj 
grateful both to the palate and stomach of i k 
persons. He is to be fished for with i \erj small 
worm at the bottom for he verj seldom or never 
rises above the gravel on which I told jou he 
usually gets his Imng. 
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The Miller's-Thumb or Bull-head, is a fish of 
no pleasing shape. He is by Gesner compared to 
the Sea-toad-fish, for his simihtude and shape. It 
has a head, big and flat, much greater than suitable 
to his body ; a mouth very wide and usually gaping. 
He is without teeth, but his lips are very rough, 
much like to a file. He hath two fins near to his 
gills, which be roundish or crested ; two fins also 
under the belly ; two on the back ; one below the 
vent; and the fin of his tail is round. Nature 
hath painted the body of this fish with whitish, 
blackish, brownish spots. They be usually full of 
eggs or spawn all the summer, I mean the females ; 
and those eggs swell their vents almost into the 
form of a dug. They begin to spawn about April, 
and, as I told you, spawn several months in the 
summer. And in the winter, the Minnow, and 
Loach, and Bull-Head dwell in the mud, as the 
Eel doth, or we know not where ; no more than 
we know where the cuckoo and swallow, and other 
half-year birds, which first appear to us in April, 
spend their six cold, winter, melancholy months. 
This Bull-Head does usually dwell and hide him- 
self in holes, or amongst stones, in clear water : 
and in very hot days will lie a long time very still, 
and sun himself, and will be easy to be seen upon 
any flat stone, or any gravel ; at which time he will 
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suffer an Angler to put a hook baited with a small 
worm very near unto his very mouth i and he 
never refuses to bite, nor indeed to be caught with 
the worst of Anglers. Matthiolus commends him 
much more for his taste and nourishment than for 
his shape or beauty. 

There is also a little fish called a Sticklebag : 
a fish without scales, but hath his body fenced 
with several prickles. I know not where he dwells 
in winter, nor what he is good for in summer, but 
only to make sport for boys and women- anglers, 
and to feed other fish that be fish of prey, as 
Trouts in particular, who will bite at him as at a 
Penk ; and better, if your hook be rightly baited 
with him : for he may be so baited as, his tail turn- 
ing like the sail of a windmill, will make him turn 
more quick than any Penk or Minnow can. For 
note, that the nimble turning of that, or the Min- 
now, is the perfection of Minnow fishing. To 
which end, if you put your hook into his mouth, 
and out at his tail ; and then, having first tied him 
with white thread a little above his tail, and placed 
him after such a manner on your hook as he is like 
to turn, then sew up his mouth to your line, and 
he is like to turn quick, and tempt any Trout : but 
if he does not turn quick, then turn his tail a little 
more or less towards the inner part, or towards the 
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side of the hook ; or put the Minnow or Sticklebag 
a little more crooked or more straight on your 
hook, until Jt will turn both true and fast : and 
then doubt not but to tempt any great Trout that 
lies in a swift stream. And the Loach that I told 
you of will do the like ; no bait is more tempting, 
provided the Loach be not too big. 

And now. Scholar, with the help of this fine 
morning, and your patient attention, I have said 
all that my present memory will afford me concern- 
ing most of the several fish that are usually fished 
for in fresh waters. 

Ven. But, Master, you have, by your former 
civihty, made me hope that you will make good 
your promise, and say something of the several 
rivers that be of most note in this nation ; and also 
of fish-ponds, and the ordering of them : and do 
it, I pray, good Master, for I love any discourse of 
rivers, and fish and fishing : the time spent in such 
discourse passes away very pleasantly. 
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THE FIFTH DAY. 



=. XIX. — Of several Rivt 



^of 



PlSa^TOR. 

IT TELL, Scholar, since the ways and weather 
•^ " do both favor as, and that we yet see not 
Tottenham Cross, you shall see my willingness to 
satisfy your desire. And, first, for the rivers of 
this nation : there be, as you may note out of 
Doctor Heylin's Geography and others, in number 
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three hundred and twenty-five ; but those of chief- 
est note he reckons and describes as followeth. 

1. The chief is Thamisis, compounded of two 
rivers, Thame and Isis ; whereof the former, rising 
somewhat beyond Thame in Buckinghamshire, 
and the latter near Cirencester in Gloucestershire, 
meet together about Dorchester in Oxfordshire ; 
the issue of which happy conjunction is the Tha- 
misis, or Thames. Hence it flieth betwixt Berks, 
Buckinghamshire, Middlesex, Surrey, Kent, and 
Essex, and so weddeth himself to the Kentish Med- 
way in the very jaws of the ocean. This glorious 
river feeleih the violence and benefit of the sea 
more than any river in Europe ; ebbing and flow- 
ing twice a day more than sixty miles ; about whose 
banks are so many fair towns, and princely palaces, 
that a German poet thus truly spake : — 

" Tot camp OS, etc. 

" We saw so many woods and princely bowers. 
Sweet fields, brave palaces, and stalely lowers. 
So many gardens, dressed with curious care, 
That Thames with royal Tiber may compare." 

2. The second river of note is Sabrina or Sev- 
ERM. It hath its beginning in Plinlimmon Hill in 
Montgomeryshire, and his end seven miles from 
Bristol ; washing, in the mean space, the walls of 
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Shrewsbury, Worcester, and Gloucester, and divers 
other places and palaces ol note 

3. 1"eent, so tailed from thirty kmd of fiahes 
that are found m it, or for that it receiveth thirty 
lesser rivers ; who, ha\mg hjs fountain m btafford- 
shire, and gliding through the counties of Notting- 
ham, Lincoln, Leicester, and York, augmenteth the 
turbulent current of Humber, the most violent 
stream of all the isle. This Humber is not, to 
say truth, a distinct river, having a spring-head of 
his own, but it is rather the mouth, or Eestuarium, 
of divers rivers here confluent and meeting to- 
gether: namely, your Derwcnt, and especially of 
Ouse and Trent; and (as the Danow, having re- 
ceived into its channel the rivers Dravus, Savus, 
Tibiscus, and divers others) changeth his name 
into this of Humberabus, as the old geographers 
call it. 

4. Medway, a Kentish river, famous for harboririg 
the royal navy. 

5. Tweed, the northeast bound of England, on 
whose northern banks is seated the strong and inn- 
pregnable town of Berwick. 

6. Tyne, famous for Newcastle, and her inex- 
haustible coal-pits. These, and the rest of prin- 
cipal note, are thus comprehended in one of Mr. 
Drayton's Sonnets. 
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" Uur floods' queen, Thames, for ships and swans is crowned; 

And stately Severn for her shore is praised i 
The crystal Trent for fords and fish renowned ; 

And Avon's fame to Albion's cliffs is raised. 
Carlegion-Chester vaunts her holy Dee; 

York many wonders of her Ouse can tell ; 
The Peak her Dove, whose bmks so fertile be, 

And Kent will say her Medway doth excel. 
Colswold commends her Isis to the Thame ; 

Our northern borders boast of Tweed's fair flood ; 
Our western parts extol their Willy's fame, 

And the old Lea brags of the Danish blood." 

These observations are out of learned Dr. Heylin, 
and my old deceased friend, Michael Drayton ; and 
because you say you love such discourses as these 
of rivers and fish and fishing, I love you the better, 
and love the more to impart them to you : never- 
theless. Scholar, if 1 should begin but to name the 
several sorts of strange fish that are usually taken 
in many of those rivers that run into the sea, I 
might beget wonder in you, or unbelief, or both : 
and yet I will venture to tell you a real truth con- 
cerning one lately dissected by Dr. Wharton, a man 
of great learning and experience, and of equal free- 
dom to communicate it ; one that loves me and 
my art; one to whom I have been beholden for 
many of the choicest observations that I have 
imparted to you. This good man, that dares do 
anything rather than tell an untruth, did, I say, tell 
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me he lately dissected one strange fish, and he thus 
described it to me. 

"The fish was almost a yard broad, and twice 
that length ; his mouth wide enough to receive or 
taice into it the head of a man ; his stomach seven 
or eight inches broad. He is of a slow motion, 
and usually lies or lurks close in the mud, and has 
a movable string on his head about a span, or near 
unto a quarter of a yard long, by the moving of 
which, which is his natural bait, when he lies close 
and unseen in the mud, he draws other smaller fish 
so close to him that he can suck them into his 
mouth, and so devours and digests them." 

And, Scholar, do not wonder at this, for, besides 
the credit of the relator, you are to note, many of 
these, and fishes which are of the like and more 
unusual shapes, are very often taken on the mouths 
of our sea-riveis, and on the sea-shore. And this 
will be no wonder to any that have travelled Egypt ; 
where 't is known the famous river Nilus does not 
only breed fishes that yet want names, but, by the 
overflowing of that river, and the help of the sun's 
heat on the fat slime which that river leaves on the 
banks, when it falls back into its natural channel, 
such strange fish and beasts are also bred, that 
no man can give a name to, as Grotius, in his 
"Sophom," and others, have observed. 
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But whither am I strayed in this discourse ? I 
will end it by telling you, that at the mouth of 
some of these rivers of ours Herrings are so plen- 
tiful, as namely, near to Yarmouth in Norfolk, and 
in the West-country Pilchers so very plentiful, as 
yon will wonder to read what our learned Camden 
relates of them in his "Britannia," pp. 178, 186. 

Well, Scholar, I will stop here, and tell you 
what by reading and conferenee I have observed 
concerning fish ponds. 
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THE FIFTH DAY. 

Chap. yiY.. — Of Fish-Ponds, and how to otdertktm. 
PiSCATOR, 

T^OCTOR LEBAULT, tJie learned Frenchman, 
^-^ in his large discourse of Maison Rustique, 
gives this direction for making of fish-ponds. I 
shall refer you to him to read it at large ; but I 
think I shall contract it, and yet make it as useful. 
He adviseth, that when you have drained the 
ground, and made the earth firm where the head 
of the pond must be, that you must then, in that 
place, drive in two or three rows of oak or elm 
piles, which should be scorched in the fire, or half 
burnt, before they be driven into the eaith ; for 
being thus used it preserves them much longer 
from rotting. And having done so, lay fagots or 
bavins of smaller wood betwixt them ; and then 
earth betwixt and above them : and then, having 
first very well rammed them and the earth, use 
another pile in like manner as the first were ; and 
note, that the second pile is to be of or about the 
height that you intend to make your sluice or 
flood-gate, or the vent that you intend shall convey 
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the overflowings of your pond, in any flood that 
shall endanger the breaking of the pond-dam. 

Then he advises that you plant willows or owlers 
about it, or both : and then cast in bavins in some 
places not far from the side, and in the most sandy 
places, for fish both to spawn upon, and to defend 
them and the young fry from the many fish, and 
also from vermin, that lie at watch to destroy them ; 
especially the spawn of the Larp and Tench, when 
't IS left to the mercy of ducks or % ermin. 

He, ind Dubraviu-i, and ali others, advise, that 
you make choice of such a place for your pond, 
that It may bt refreshed with a litde rill, or with 
nin water running or tailing into it by which fish 
are more mchncd both to breed, and are also re- 
freshed and fed the better and do prove to be of 
a much sweeter ^nd more pleasant taste. 

To which end it is observed, that such pools as 
be large, and h^ve most gravel, and shallows where 
fish m^y sport themselves, do aflord fish of the 
purest taste And note, that in all pools it is best 
for fish to have some retiring phce ; as namely, 
hollow banks or shehes or roots of trees, to keep 
them from danger, and, when thej think fit, from 
the extreme heat of summer as also from the 
extremity of cold in winter And note, that if 
many trees be growing about your pond, the leaves 
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thereof falling into the water make it nauseous to 
the fish, and the fish to be so to the eater of it. 

'T is noted that the Tench and Eel love mud, 
and the Carp loves gravelly ground, and in the hot 
months to feed on grass. You are to cleanse your 
pond, if you intend either profit or pleasure, once 
every three or four years, especially some ponds, 
and then let it lie dry six or twelve months, both 
to kill the water-weeds, as water-hlies, candocks, 
reate, and bulrushes, that breed there : and also, 
that as these die for want of water, so grass may 
grow in the pond's bottom, which Caips will eat 
greedily in all the hot months if the pond be clean. 
The letting your pond dry and sowing oats in the 
bottom is also good, for the fish feed the faster : 
and, being some time let dry, you may observe 
what kind of fish either increases or thrives best in 
that water ; for they differ much both in their 
breeding and feeding. 

Lebault also advises, that if your ponds be not 
very large and roomy, that you often feed your fish 
by throwing into them chippings of bread, curds, 
grains, or the entrails of chickens, or of any fowl 
or beast that you kill to feed yourselves ; for these 
afford fish a great relief He saj-s that frogs and 
ducks do much harm, and devour both the spawn 
and the young fry of all fish, especially of the Carp ; 
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and I have, besides experience, many testimonies 
of it. But Lebault allows water-frogs to be good 
meat, especially in some months, if they be fat ; 
but you are to note, that he is a Frenchman, and 
we English will hardly believe him, though we 
know frogs are usually eaten in his country ; how- 
ever, he advises to destroy them and kingfishers 
out of your ponds. And he advises not to suffer 
much shooting at wild-fowl ; for that, he says, 
affrightens, and harms, and destroys, the fish. 

Note, that Carps and Tench thrive and breed 
best when no other fish is put with them into the 
same pond ; for all other fish devour their spawn, 
or at least the greatest part of it. And note, that 
clods of grass thrown into any pond feed any Carps 
in summer; and that garden-earth and paisley 
thrown into a pond recovers and refreshes the sick 
fish. And note, that when you store your pond, 
you are to put into it two or three melters for 
one spawner, if you put them into a breeding- 
pond ; but if into a nurse-pond, or feeding-pond, 
in which they will not breed, then no care is to 
be taken whether there be most male or female 
Carps. 

It is observed that the best ponds to breed Carps 
are those that be stony or sandy, and are warm 
and free from wind; and that are not deep, but 
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have willow-trees, and grass on their sides, over 
which the water does sometimes flow : and note, 
that Carps do more usually breed In marle-pits, or 
pits that have clean clay-bottoms, or in new ponds, 
or ponds that he dry a winter- season, than in old 
ponds that be full of mud and weeds. 

Well, Scholar I have told >ou the substanLe of 
all that either obsenation or discourse, or a dih 
gent survey of Dubravius and Lebault hath told 
me; not that the\, m their long discourses, have 
not said more , but the moat of the rest are so 
common obaenations, aa if a m^n should tell a 
good arithmetician, that twite tuo is four I will 
therefore put a.n end to this discourse, and we will 
here sit down and rest us. 
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THE FIFTH DAY. 

Chap, XXL — ZJ/wftoBj/o?- making of a Line, and for the 
coloring of both Rod and Line. 

PlSCATOE. 

"^T TELL, Scholar, I have held you too long 
• " about these cadis, and smaller fish, and 
rivers, and fish-ponds ; and my spirits are almost 
spent, and so I doubt is your patience ; but being 
we are now almost at Tottenham, where I first met 
you, and where we are to part, I will lose no time, 
but give you a little direction how to make and 
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order your lines, and to color the hair of which 
you make your lines, for that is very needful to be 
known of an Angler ; and also how to paint your 
rod, especially your top ' for a right-^rown top is a 
choice commodity, and sho Id be preserved frorn 
the water soaking into it wh h makes it in wet 
weather to be heavy, and hsh ill f'lioredly, and not 
true ; and also it rots qu klj tor want of painting : 
and I think a good top s lorth preserving, or I 
had not taken care to keep a top ■ibove twenty 

But first for your line. First, note, that you are 
to take care that your hair be round and clear, and 
free from galls, or scabs, or frets ; for a well-chosen, 
even, clear, round hair, of a kind of glass-color, will 
prove as strong as three uneven, scabby hairs, that 
are ill-chosen, and full of galls or unevenness. You 
shall seldom find a black hair but it is round, but 
many white are flat and uneven ; therefore if you 
get a lock of right, round, clear, glass-color hair, 
make much of it. 

And for making your line, observe this rule : first 
let your hair be clean washed ere you go about to 
twist it ; and then choose not only the clearest hair 
for it, but hairs that be of an equal bigness, for 
such do usually stretch all together, and break all 
together, which hairs of an unequal bigness never 
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do, but break singlj', and so deceive the Angler 
that trusts to them. 

_ When you have twisted yoiar links, lay them in 
water for a quarter of an hour at least, and then 
twist them over again before you tie them into a 
Une ; for those that do not so, sha!i usually find 
their line to have a hair or two shrink, and be 
shorter than the rest at the first fishing with it; 
which is so much of the strength of the line lost 
for want of first watering it and then re-twisting it ; 
and this is most visible in a seven-hair line, one 
of those which hath always a black hair m the 
middle. 

And for dyeing of your hairs, do it thus. Take 
a pint of strong ale, half a pound of soot, and a 
little quantity of the juice of walnut-tree leaves, and 
an equal quantity of alum ; put these together into 
a pot, pan, or pipkin, and boil them half an hour ; 
and having so done, let it cool ; and being cold, 
put your hair into it, and there let it lie : it will 
turn your hair to be a kind of water or glass-color, 
or greenish ; and the longer you let it lie, the 
deeper colored it will be. You might be taught to 
make many other colors, but it is to little purpose ; 
for doubtless the water-color or glass-colored hair 
is the most choice and most usefiil for an Angler ; 
but let it not be too green. 
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But if you desire to color hair greener, then do 
it thus. Take a quart of small ale, half a pound 
of alum ; then put these into a pan or pipkin, and 
your hair into it with them ; then put it upon a 
fire, and let it boil softly for half an hour; and 
then take out your hair, and let it dry ; and, having 
so done, then take a pottle of water, and put into 
it two handfuls of marigolds, and cover it with a 
tile, or what you. think fit, and set it again on the 
fire, where it is to boil again softly for half an hour, 
about which time the scum will turn yellow; then 
put into it half a pound of copperas, beaten small, 
and with it the hair that you intend to color ; then 
let the hair be boiled softly till half the liquor be 
wasted ; and then let it cool three or four hours, 
with your hair in it : and you are to observe, that 
the more copperas you put into it, the greener it 
will be ; but doubtless the pale green is best. But 
if you desire yellow hair, which is only good when 
the weeds rot, then pur in the more marigolds ; and 
abate most of the copperas, or leave it quite out, 
and take a little verdigris instead of it. This for 
coloring your hair. 

And as for painting your rod, which must be m 
oil, you must first make a size with glue and water 
boiled together until the glue be dissolved, and the 
si^e of a lye-color ; then strike jour sue upon the 
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wood with a bristle, or a brush, or pencil, whilst it 
is hot. That being quite dry, take white lead, and 
a little red lead, and a little coal-black, so much as 
all together will make an ash-color ; grind these all 
together with linseed oil ; let it be thick, and lay 
it thin upon the wood with a brush or pencil : this 
do for the ground of any color to he upon wood. 

For a green : Take pink and verdigris, and grind 
them together in Unseed-oil, as thin as you can 
well grind it ; then lay it smoothly on with your 
brush, and drive it thin : once doing, for the most 
part, will serve, if you lay it well ; and if twice, be 
sure your first color be thoroughly dry before you 
lay on a second. 

Well, Scholar, having now taught you to paint 
your rod, and we having still a mile to Tottenham- 
High-Cross, I will, as we walk towards it, in the 
cool shade of this sweet honeysuckle hedge, men- 
tion to you some of the thoughts and joys that have 
possessed my soul since we two met together. And 
these thoughts shall be told you, that you also may 
join with me in thankfulness, to " the Giver of every 
good and perfect gift," for our happiness. And, 
that our present happiness may appear to be the 
greater, and we the more thankful for it, I will beg 
you to consider with me, how many do, even at 
this very time, lie under the torment of the stone, 
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the gout and toothache ; and this we ate free 
from And e\er\ misery that I miss is a new 
mercy and therefore let us be thankfiil. There 
have been smce we met, others that have met dis- 
a'itcrs of broken hmbs; some have been blasted, 
^thers thunier strucken ; and we have been freed 
Irom these and all those many other miseries that 
threaten human nature : let us therefore rejoice 
and be thankfiil Nay, which is a far greater 
merc> we are Iree from the imsupportable burden 
of an accusing tormenting conscience, — a misery 
that none can bear : and therefore let us praise 
Him for His preventing grace, and say, Every 
m scrv that I miss is a new mercy. Nay, let me 
tell you, there be many that have forty times our 
estates that would give the greatest part of it to 
be healthful and cheerful like us ; who, with the 
expense ot a httle money have eat and drank, 
and laughed and angled, and sung, and slept se- 
curel) , and rose next day, and cast away caie, and 
sung and laughed and angled again ; which are 
blessmgs nth men cannot purchase with all their 
mone\ Let me tell you. Scholar, I have a rich 
neighbor that is always so busy that he has no 
leisure to laugh the whole business of his life is 
to get monev and more money, that he may still 
get more and more money; he is still drudging 
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on, and says, that Solomon says, " The diligent 
hand maketh rich ; " and it is true indeed ; but 
he considers not that 't is not in the power of 
riches to make a naan happy; for it was wisely 
said, by a man of great observation, " That there 
be as many miseries beyond riches, as on this side 
them." And yet God deliver us from pinching 
poverty ; and grant that, having a competency, we 
may be content and thankful. Let not us repine, 
or so much as think the gifts of God unequally 
dealt, if we see another abound with riches ; when, 
as God knoivs, the cares that are the keys that 
keep those riches, hang often so heavily at the rich 
man's girdle, that they clog him with weary da,ys, 
and restless nights, even when others sleep quietly. 
We see but the outside of the rich man's happi- 
ness : few consider him to be like the silkworm, 
that, when she seems to pla} is at the very same 
time, spmnmg her own boneh, and consuming her- 
self And this many rich men do , loading them- 
sehes with corroding cares to keep what they 
have, probably unconscionably got Let us, there- 
fore, be thankful for health and a competence, and 
above all, for a quiet conscience. 

Let me tell you. Scholar, that Diogenes walked 
on a day, with his friend, to see a country-fair; 
where he saw ribbons, and looking-glasses, and 
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nut-crackers, and fiddles, and hobby-horses, and 
many other gimcracks ; and having observed them, 
and all the other finnimbruns that make a com- 
plete country-fair, he said to his friend, " Lord ! 
How many things are there in this world, of which 
Diogenes hath no need 1 " And truly it is so, or 
might be so, with very many who vex and toil 
themselves to get what they have no need of. Can 
any man charge God, that he hath not given him 
enough to make his life happ} ? No doubtless ; 
for nature is content with a little And yet you 
shall hardly meet with a man that compla ns not of 
some want; though he, indeed wants nothmg but 
his will, it may be, nothing but his will of his poor 
neighbor, for not worshipping or not flattering 
him ; and thus, when we m ght be happy and 
quiet, we create trouble to oursehes I have 
heard of a man that was angrj w ith himself because 
he was no taller ; and of a woman thit broke her 
looking-glass because it would not show her face 
to be as young and handsome as her ne\t neigh- 
bor's was. And I knew another to whom God 
had given health, and plent> but a wife that 
nature had made peevish, and her husband s riches 
had made purse-proud, and must because she was 
rich, and for no other virtue, sit in the highest pew 
in the church; which being denied her, she en- 
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gaged her husband into a contention for it ; and, 
at last, into a lawsuit with a dogged neighbor, who 
was as rich as he, and had a wife as peevish and 
purse-proud as the other i and this lawsuit begot 
higher oppositions, and actionable words, and more 
vexations and lawsuits ; for you must remember, 
that both were rich, and must therefore have their 
wills. Well, this wilful, purse-proud lawsuit lasted 
during the life of the first husband ; after which his 
wife vexed and chid, and chid and vexed, till she 
also chid and vexed herself into her grave : and so 
the wealth of these poor rich people was curst 
into a punishment : because they wanted meek 
and thankful hearts ; for those only can make us 
happy. I knew a man that had health and riches, 
and several houses, all beautitul and ready fur- 
nished, and would often trouble himself and family 
to be removing from one house to another ; and 
being asked by a friend, why he removed so often 
from one house to another, replied, " It was to 
find content in some one of them." But his friend, 
knowing his temper, told him, " If he would find 
content in any of his houses, he must leave himself 
behind him ; for content will never dwell but in a 
meek and quiet soul." And this may appear, if 
we read and consider what our Saviour says in St. 
Matthew's Gospel : for he there says, " Blessed be 
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the merciful for they shall obtain mercj Pleased 
be the pire in heart fjr the> shall see G0I 
Blessed be the poor in spirit for theirs la the king 
dom of heaven And Blessed be the meek, for 
they shall possess the earth Not that the meek 
shall not also obtain mercj and aee God in I 
be comlorted and it last rome to the kmgdom ot 
heaven but m the mean time he aid he onh 
posses es the earth as he goes toward that kmg1c n 
ofheaien I v being humble and cheerful and con 
tent with what his good God has allotted him 
He has no ti.rbiilent repinii^ vexatious thoughts 
that he deserves better nor is \exed when he sees 
othera possessed of mure honor or more riches 
than hia wise God has allotted for his share but 
he possesses what he has with a meek and con 
tented q iietness such a quietness as makes his 
verj dreams pleasing both to Gid and h mself 

My honest bcholar ■ill this is told to n line jou 
to thankfulness and to incline \uu the more let 
me tell you that though the prophet Da\id was 
guilt) of murder and adultery and man\ other of 
the most deadly sim \et he was said to be a man 
after God a own heart because he abounded more 
with thankfulness than an> other that is mentioned 
in Holy Scripture, as may appear in his book of 
Psalms ; where there is such a commixture of his 
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confessing of his sins and unworthiness, and such 
thanlcfulness for God's pardon and mercies, as did 
make him to be accounted, even by God himself, 
to be a man after his own heart: and let us in 
that, tabor to be as Hke him as we can ; let not 
the blessings we receive daily from God make us 
not to value, or not praise Him, because they be 
common : let not us forget to praise Him for the 
innocent mirth and pleasure we have met with 
since we met together. What would a blind man 
give to see the pleasant rivers, and meadows, and 
flowers, and fountains, that we have met with since 
we met together? I have been told, that if a man 
that was bom blind could obtain to have his sight 
for but only one hour during his whole life, and 
should, at the first opening of his eyes, fix his sight 
upon the sun when it was in his full glory, either at 
the rising or setting of it, he would be so trans- 
ported and amazed, and so admire the glory of it, 
that he would not willingly turn his eyes from that 
first ravishing object, to behold all the other various 
beauties this world could present to him. And 
this, and many other like blessings, we enjoy daily. 
And for most of them, because they be so common, 
most men foi^et to pay their praises ; but let not 
us ; because it is a sacrifice so pleasing to Him 
that made that sun, and us, and still protects us, 
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and gives us flowers, and showers, and stomachs, 
and meat, and content, and leisure to go a-fishing. 

Well, Scholar, I have almost tired myself, and, I 
fear, more than almost tired you. But I now see 
Tottenham High-Cross ; and our short walk thither 
shall put a period to my too long discourse ; in 
which my meaning was, and is, to plant that in your 
■mind, with which I labor to possess my own soul, 
that is, a meek and thankful heart. And to that 
end I have showed you, that riches without them 
do not make any man happy. But let me tell you, 
that riches with them remove many fears and cares ; 
and therefore my advice is, that you endeavor to 
be honestly rich, or contentedly poor ; but be sure 
that your riches be justly got, or you spoil all. For 
it is well said by Caussin, " He that loses his con- 
science has nothing left that is worth keeping." 
Therefore be sure you look to that. And, in the 
next-place, look to your health : and if you have 
it, praise God, and value it next to a good con- 
science ; for health is the second blessing that we 
mortals are capable of; a blessing that money can- 
not buy ; and therefore value it, and be thankful 
for it. As for money, which may be said to be the 
third blessing, neglect it not : but note, that there 
is no necessity of being rich ; for, I told you, there 
be as many miseries beyond riches as on this side 
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them : and, if you have a competence, enjoy it 
with a meek, cheerful, thankful heart. I will tell 
you. Scholar, I have heard a grave divine say, that 
God has two dwellings; one in heaven, and the 
other in a meek and thankful heart : which Al- 
mighty God grant to me, and to my honest Scholar ! 
And so you are welcome to Tottenham High- 
Cross. 

Ven. Well, Master, I thank you for all your good 
directions ; but for none more than this last of 
thankfulness, which I hope I shall never forget. 
And pray now let 's rest ourselves in this sweet 
shady arbor, which Nature herself has woven with 
her own fine fingers j 't is such a contexture of 
woodbines, sweetbrier, jessamine, and myrtle, and 
so interwoven as will secure us both from the sun's 
violent heat, and from the approaching shower. 
And, being sat down, I will requite a part of your 
courtesies with a bottle of sack, milk, oranges, and 
sugar, which, all put together, make a drink like 
nectar ; indeed, too good for anybody but us 
Anglers. And so. Master, here is a fiiU glass to 
you of that liquor; and when you have pledged 
me, I will repeat the verses which I promised you. 
It is a copy printed amongst some of Sir Hemy 
Wotton's, and doubtless made either by him or by 
a lover of Angling. Come, Master, now drink a 
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glass to me, and then I will pledge you, and fail 
to my repetition ; it is a description of such country 
recreations as I have enjoyed since I had the hap- 
piness to fail into your company. 

" Quivering fears, heart-tearing cares. 
Anxious sighs, untimely tears, 

Fly. fly to courts, 

Fiy to fond worldlings' sports. 
Where strained sardonic smiles are glazing still. 
And Grief is forced to laugh against her will : 

Where mirth 's but mummery, 

And sorrows only real be. 

" Fly, from our country pastimes, fly, 
Sad troops of human misery. 

Come, serene looks, 

Clear as the crystal brooks. 
Or the pure azured heaven, that smiles to see 
The tich attendance of our poverty; 

Peace and a secure mind. 

Which all men seek, we only find, 

" Abused mortals, did you know 
Where joy, heart's-ease, and comforts grow, 

You 'd scorn proud towers, 

And seek them in these bowers; 
Where winds, sometimes, our woods perhaps may shake; 
But blust'ring care could never tempest make ; 

Saving o£ fountains that glide by us. 

" Here 's no fantastic masque, nor dance, 
But of our kids that frisk and prance ; 
Nor wars are seen, 
Unless upon the green 
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Two harmless lambs are butting one the other, 
Which done, both bleating run each to his mother : 

And wounds are never found, 

Save what the ploughshare gives the ground, 

" Here are no enlrapping baits 
To hasten too, too hasty fates. 

Unless it be 

The fond credulity 
Of silly fish, which, worldling like, still look 
Upon the bait, but never on the hook : 

Nor envy, 'less among 

The birds, for prize of their sweet song. 

" Go, let the diving negro seek 
For gems hid in some forlorn creek ; 

We all pearls scorn, 

Save what the dewy morn 
Congeals upon each little spire of grass, 
Which careless shepherds beat down as they pass : 

And gold ne'er here appears. 

Save what the yellow Ceres bears. 

" Blest silent groves [ O may you be 
Forever mirth's best nursery 1 

Forever pitch their tents 
Upon these downs, these meads, these rocks, these moun- 

And peace still slumber by these purling fountains : 
Which we may every year 
Meet when we come a-fishing here." 

Pisc. Trust me. Scholar, I thank you heartily for 
these verses ; they be choicely good, and doubtless 
made by a lover of Angling. Come, now, drink a 
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glass to me, aad I will requite you with another 
very good copy ; it is a Farewell to the Vanities of 
the World, and some say, written by Sir Harry 
Wotton, who I told you was an excellent Angler, 
But lei them be writ by whom they will, he that 
writ them had a brave soul, and must needs be 
possessed with happy thoughts at the time of their 
composure. 

" Firewell, ye gilded follies, pleasing troubles 1 
Farewell, ye honored rags, ye glorious bubbles 1 
Fame 's but a hollow echo ; Gold, pme clay ; 
Honor, the darling but of one short day; 
Beauty, th' eye's idol, but a damasked skin ; 
State, but a golden prison, to live in 
And torture free-born minds; embroidered trains, 
Merely but pageants for proud swelling veins : 
And blood allied to greatness is alone 
Inherited, not purchased, nor our own. 

Fame, Honor, Beauty, State, Train, Blood, and Birth 
Are but the fading blossoms of the earth. 

" I would be great, — but that the sun doth still 
Level his rays against the rising hill ; 
I would be high, — but see the proudest oak 
Most subject to the rending thunder-stroke : 
I would be rich, — but see men, too unkind, 
Dig in the bowels of the richest mind ; 
I would be wise, — but that I often see 
The fox suspected, whilst the ass goes free : 
1 would be fair, — but see the fair and proud, 
Like the bright sun, oft setting in a cloud ; 
I would be poor, — but know the humble grass 
Still trampled on by each unworthy ass: 
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Rich, haled; Wise, suspected ; Scorned if poor; 
Great, feared ; Fair, tempted; High, still envied more: 

I have wished all; but now I wish for neither; 

Great, High, Rich, Wise, nor Fair ; Poor I '11 be rather, 

" Would the World now adopt me for her heir, 
Would Beauty's queen entitle me the fair, — 
Fame apeak me Fortune's minion; — could J vie 
Angels with India ; with a speaking eye 
Command bare heads, bowed knees, strike justice dumb 
As well as blind and lame ; Or give a tongue 
To stones by epitaphs ; be called great master 
In the loose rhymes o£ every poetaster ; — 
Could I be more than any man that lives. 
Great, fair, rich, wise, all in superlatives : 
Yet I more freely would these gifts resign, 
Than ever Fortune would have made them mine ; 
And hold one minute of this holy leisure 
Beyond the riches of this empty pleasure. 

" Welcome, pure thoughts ! Welcome, ye silent groves I 
These guests, these courts, my soul most dearly loves. 
Now the winged people of the sky shall sing 
My cheerful anthems to the gladsome spring: 
A prayer-book now shall be my looking-glass. 
In which I wiD adore sweet Virtue's face. 
Here dwej! no hateful looks, no palace-cares, 
No broken vows dwell here, nor pale-faced fears : 
Then here I '11 sit, and sigh my hot love's folly, 
And learn t' affect an holy melancholy: 
And if Contentment be a stranger, then 
1 '11 ne'er look for it, but in heaven again." 

Vew. Well, Master, these verses be worthy to 
keep a room in every man's memory. I thank you 
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for them ; anil I thank you for your many instruc- 
tions, which, God wiUing, I will not forget. And 
as St. Austin, in his Confessions, Book IV. Chap. 3, 
commemorates the kindness of his friend Vere- 
unius for lendmg him ani his t-ompanion a 
country hcuse because there tl ey restt-'I and en 
jo^ed themsehes free from the troubles of the 
world so ha^int, haJ the like ai^aitage both by 
your conversation aid the 'Vrt vtu haie taught me 
I ought e\er to do the like for indeed your com 
pany ani discourse have been so usefiil and pleas 
ant that I raa\ truly say I have only lied since 
I enjojed them and turned Angler and not before 
Nevertheless here I must part with \ou here m 
this now sad place where I was so hapj.) as first 
to meet \oi bit I shall long for the 9th rf Ma\ 
for then I hope a^ain to enjo) your beloved con 
pan) at the apfo ntcd time aid place And now 
I wish for some somniferous potion that m ght 
force me to sleep away the intermitted t me which 
will pass away with me as telioush as it does w th 
men in sorrow nevertheless I will make it as short 
a-> I can bi my hopes and wishes And my good 
Ma ter I will not forget the doctnne which jou 
told me Socrates taught his scholars that they 
sho Id not think to be honorei so much for being 
phloophers 1 t hoi r thilosoih\ bv tl eir Mr 
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tuous lives. You advised me to the like concern-, 
ing Angling, and I will endeavor to do so, and to 
live like those many worthy men, of which you 
made mention in the former part of your discourse. 
This is my firm resolution. And as a pious man 
advised his friend, that, to beget mortification, he 
should frequent churches, ajid view monuments, 
and charnel-houses, and then and there consider, 
how many dead bones Time had piled up at the 
gates of Death : so when I would beget content, 
and increase confidence in the power, and wisdom, 
and providence of Almighty God, I vrill walk the 
meadows by some gliding stream, and there con- 
template the lilies that take no care, and those very 
many other various little living creatures, that are 
not only created, but fed, man knows not how, by 
the goodness of the God of nature, and therefore 
trust in him. This is my purpose ; and so, " Let 
everything that hath breath praise the Lord : " and 
let the blessing of St. Peter's Master be with mine. 
Pisc, And upon all that are lovers of virtue, and 
dare trust in his providence, and be quiet, and go 
a- Angling. 

Study to be quiet. — i Thes. iv. ri. 
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To my most -worthy Father and Friend, Mr. Izaak 
Walton, the Elder. 



Beii^ you were pleased, some years past, to 
grant me your free leave to do what I have here 
attempted, iind observing you never retract anj' 
promise, when made in favor even of your meanest 
friends, I accordingly expect to see these following 
particular directions for the taking of a trout to 
wait upon your better and more general rules for 
all sorts of angling : and, though mine be neither 
so perfect, so well digested, nor indeed so hand- 
somely couched, as they might have been, in so 
long a time as since your leave was granted, yet I 
dare affirm them to be generally true ; and they 
had appeared too in something a neater dress, but 
that I was surprised with the sudden news of a 
sudden new edition of your Complete Angler ; so 
that, having but a little more than ten days' time to 
turn me in, and rub up my memory, for, in truth, I 
have not, in all this long time, though 1 have often 
thought on 't, and almost as often resolved to go 
presently about it, I was forced upon the instant 
to scribble what I here present you ; which I have 
also endeavored to accommodate to your own 
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method. And, if mine be clear enough for the 
honest Brothers of the Angle readily to understand, 
which is the only thing I aim at, then I have my 
end, and shall need to make no further apology ; 
a writing of this kind not requiring, if I were mas- 
ter of any such thing, any eloquence to set it off or 
recommend it ; so that if you, in your b J dg 

ment, or kindness rather, can allow it passabi f 
a thing of this nature, you will then d n h n 
if the Cipher, fixed and carved in the f n f my 
little fishing-house, may be here expia n i n1 o 
permit me to attend you in public, who, in private, 
have ever been, am, and ever resolve to be, sir, 
Your most affectionate son and servant. 
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To my most honored Friend, Charles Cotton, Esq. 

Sir : 

You now see I have returned you your very 
pleasant and useful discourse of the Art of Fly- 
fishing, printed just as it was sent me ; for I have 
been so obedient to your desires, as to endure all 
the praises you have ventured to fix upon me in it. 
And when I have thaniied you for them, as the 
effects of an undissembled love, then let me tell 
you, sir, that I will really endeavor to live up to 
the character you have given of me ; if there were 
no other reason, yet for this alone, that you, that 
love me so well, and always think what you speak, 
may not, for my sake, suffer by a mistake in your 
judgment. 

And, sir, I have ventured to fill a part of your 
margin, by way of paraphrase, for the reader's 
clearer understanding the situation, both of your 
Fishing- house, and the pleasantness of that you 
dwell in, And I have ventured also to give him 
a copy of verses that you were pleased to send me, 
now some years past ; in which he may see a good 
picture of both ; and so much of your own mind, 
too, as will make any reader that is blest with a 
generous soul to love yon the better. I confess. 
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that for doing this you may justly judge me too 
bold : if yoT3 do, I will say so too ; and so far com- 
mute for my offence, that, though I be more than a 
hundred miles from you, and in the eighty-third 
year of my age, yet I will forget both, and next 
month begin a pilgrimage to beg your pardon ; for 
I would die in your favor ; and till then will live, 



Your most affectionate father and friend, 

Aprii 21^/1, 1676. 



^-^a-A^ ^oMrors 



The subjoined fac-simile of Walton's handwriting, 
and a seal given him by Dr. Donne, will be inter- 
esting to the Waltonian reader. 

For Do', C. Bewmount. 

pray S', Accept this pore presant, by the as meane 
hand that brings it from 
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THE RETIREMENT. 

IRREGULAR STANZAS, 



MR. IZAAK WALTON. 



FAREWELL, thou busy world ! and may 
We never meet again : 
Here I can eat, and sleep, and pray, 
And do more good in one short day. 
Than he, who his whole age outwears 
Upon the most conspicuous theatres, 
Where naught but vanity and vice do reign. 
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Good God ! how sweet are all things here ! 
How beautiful the fields appear ! 

How cleanly do we feed and lie I 
l/)rd ! what good hours do we keep ! 
How quiedy we sleep ! 

What peace ! what unanimity ! 
How innocent from the lewd fashion 
Is all our business, all our recreation I 



O how happy here 's our leisure ! 
O how innocent our pleasure ! 
O ye valleys ! O ye mountains ! 
O ye groves, and crystal fountains ! 
How I love at liberty. 
By turns, to come and visit ye ! 



Dear Solitude, the soul's best friend. 

That man acquainted with himself dost make, 

And all his Maker's wonders to entend. 

With thee I here converse at will, 

And would be glad to do so still ; 

For it is thou alone that keep'st the soul awake. 



, Google 



THE RETIREMENT. 



How calm and quiet a delight 

la it alone 
To read, and meditate, and write ; 

By none offended, and offending none 1 
To walk, ride, sit, or sleep at one's own ease, 
And, pleasing a man's self, none other to displease ! 



O my beloved Nymph 1 fair Dove 1 
Princess of Rivers ! how I love 

Upon thy flowery banks to lie. 
And view thy silver stream, 
When gilded by a summer's beam. 

And in it all thy wanton fry 

Playing at liberty ; 
And, with my angle upon them. 

The all of treachery 

I ever learned industriously to try. 



Such streams, Rome's yellow Tiber cannot show, 
The Iberian Tagus, or Ligurian Po ; 
The Maese, the Danube, and the Rhine, 
Are puddle-vrater all, compared with thine ; 
And Loire's pure streams yet too polluted are 
With thine much purer to compare ; 



, Google 



302 THE RETIREMENT. 

The rapid Garonne,_and the winding Seine, 

Are both too mean", 

Beloved Dove, with thee 

To vie priority ; 

Nay, Thame and Isis when conjoined submit, 

And lay their trophies at thy silver feet. 



O my beloved rocks^fliat rise 

To awe the earth and brave the skies ! 

From some aspiring mountain's crown, 

How dearly do I love, 
Giddy with pleasure, to look down. 

And from the vales to view the noble heights 
abOT^! 
O my beloved caves ! from Dog-star's heat, 
And all anjyeties, my ^afe retreat ; 
What safety, privacy, what true delight, 
In th' artificial night 
Your gloomy entrails make. 
Have I taken, do I take ! 
How oft, when grief has made me fly 
To hide me from society, 
Ev'n of my dearest friends, have I 

In your recesses' friendly shade 

All my sorrows open laid, 
And my most secret woes intrusted to your privacy ! 
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Lord ! would men let me alone, 
\Vhat an over-happy one 

Should I think myself to be, 
Might I, in this desert place, 
Which most men in discourse disgrace, 

Live but undisturbed and free ! 
Here, in this despised recess, 

Would I, maugre Winter's cold. 
And the Summer's worst excess, 

Try to live out to sixty full years old ! 
And all the while. 

Without an envious eye. 
On any thriving under Fortune's smile 

Contented live, and then — contented die. 

C. C. 
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THE FIRST DAY, 



CHAPTER I. 
piscator jumior and viator. 
Pjscator. 
'■ OU are happily overtaken, 
Sir. May a man be so 
bold as to inquire how far 
you travel this way ? 

Vi.^-TOR. Yes, sure, Sir, 
very freely ; though it be 
a question I cannot very 
; you, as not knowing myself how far 
it is to Ashboum, where I intend to-night to take 
up my inn. 
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Pisc. Why then. Sir, seeing I perceive you to be 
a stranger in these parts, I shall take upon me to 
inform you, that from the torni you last came 
through, called Braiisford, it is five raUes ; and 
you are not yet above half a mile on this side. 

ViAT. So much ! I was told it was but ten miles 
from Derby ; and, methinks, I have rode almost so 
far already. 

PiSC. O, Sir, iind no fault with la^e measure of 
good land ; which Derbyshire abotmds in, as much 
as most counties of England. 

ViAT, It may be so ; and good land, I confess, 
affords a pleasant prospect : but, by your good leave, 
Sir, large measure of foul way is not altogether so 
acceptable. 

Pisc. True, Sir ; but the foul way serves to jus- 
tify the fertility of the soil, according to the proverb, 
" There is good land where there is foul way : " and 
is of good use to inform you of the riches of the 
country you are come into, and of its continual 
travel and traffic to the country-town you came 
from : which is also very observable by the iulness 
of its road, and the laden horses you meet every- 
where upon the way. 

ViAr. Well, Sir, I will be content to think as 
well of your country as you would desire. And I 
shall have a good deal of reason both to think and 
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to Speak very well of you, if I may obtain the 
happiness of your company to the fore -mentioned 
place ; provided your affairs lead you that way, and 
that they will permit you to slack your pace, out 
of complacency to a traveller utterly a strajiger in 
these parts, and who am still to wander further out 
of my own knowledge, 

Pisc, Sir, you invite me to ray own advantage, 
and I am ready to attend you ; my way lying 
through that town ; but my business, that is, my 
home, some miles beyond it; however, I shall 
have time enough to lodge you in your quarters, 
and afterwaids to perform my own journey. In 
the mean time, may I be so bold as to inquire the 
end of your journey? 

ViAT. 'T is into Lancashire, Sir, and about some 
business of concern to a near relation of mine ; 
for I assure you, I do not use to take long jour- 
neys, as from Essex, upon the single account of 
pleasure. 

Pisc. From thence, Sir ! I do not then wonder 
you should appear dissatisfied with the length of 
the miles, and the foulness of the way ; though I 
am sorry you should begin to quarrel with them 
so soon : for, believe me. Sir, you will find the 
miles much longer and the way much worse, 
before you come to your journey's end. 



, Google 



30S THE COMPLETE ANGLER. [Part 11. 

ViAT. Why tral)', Sir, for that, I am prepared to 
expect the worst ; but methinks the way is mended 
since I had the good fortune to fall into your good 
company. 

Pisc. Vou are not obliged to my company 
for that: but because you are already past the 
worst, and the greatest part of your way to your 
lodging. 

ViAT. I am very glad to hear it, both for the 
ease of myself and my horse : but especially be- 
cause I may then expect a freer enjoyment of 
your conversation: though the shortness of the 
way will, I fear, make me lose it the sooner. 

Pisc. That, Sir, is not worth your care ; and I 
am sure you deserve much better, for being con- 
tent with so ill company. But we have already 
talked away two miles of your journey; for, from 
the brook before us, that runs at the foot of this 
sandy hill, you have but three miles to Ashbourn. 

ViAT. I meet everywhere in this country with 
these little brooks ; and they look as if they were 
fall of fish. Have they not Trouts in them ? 

Prsc. That is a question which is to be excused 
in a stranger, as you are : otherwise, give me leave 
to tell you, it would seem a kind of affront to our 
country, to make a doubt of what we pretend to be 
famous for, next, if not before, our malt, wool, lead. 
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and coal : for you are to understand, that we think 
we have as many fine rivers, rivulets, and brooks 
as any country whatever ; and they are all full of 
Trouts, and some of them the best, it is said, by 
many degrees, in England. 

ViAT. I was first, Sir, in iove with you, and now 
shall be so enamored of \our countr) by this 
account yon giie me ol it a>- to wish myself aj 
Derb> shire man or at least that I might live in 
it ; for you must know I am a pretender to the 
Angle and doubtless a Trout aflordi the most 
pleasure to the Angler of any sort of fish whatever ; 
and the best Trouts must needs make the best 
sport : but this brook, and some others I have met 
with upon this way, are too full of wood for that 



Pisc. This, Sir ! why this, and several others 
like it, which you have past, and some that you 
are like to pass, have scarce any name amongst 
us ; but we can show you as fine rivers, and as 
clear from wood, or any other encumbrance to 
hinder an Angler, as any you ever saw ; and for 
clear, beautiful streams, Hantshire itself, by Mr, 
kaak Walton's good leave, can show none such ; 
nor I think any country in Europe. 

ViAT. You go far. Sir, in the praise of your 
country rivers, and I perceive have read Mr. 
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Walton's Complete Angler, by your naming of 
Hantshire ; and I pray what is your opinion of 
that book? 

Pisc, My opinion of Mr. Walton's book is the 
same with every man's that understands anything 
of the art of Angling, that it is an excellent good 
one ; and that the forementioned gentleman under- 
stands as much of fish, and fishing, as any man 
living. But I must tell you further, that I have the 
happiness to know his person, and to be intimately 
acquainted with him; and in him to know the 
worthiest man, and to enjoy the best and the truest 
friend any man ever had : nay, I shall yet acquaint 
you further, that he gives me leave to call him 
father, and I hope is not yet ashamed to own me 
for his adopted son. 

ViAT. In earnest, Sir, I am ravished to meet 
with a friend of Mr. Izaak Walton's, and one that 
does him so much right in so good and true a 
character ; for I must boast to you, that I have the 
good fortune to know him too, and came acquainted 
with him much after the same manner I do wilh 
you ; that he was my Master who first taught rae 
to love Angling, and then to become an Angler ; 
and, to be plain with you, I am the very man de- 
ciphered in his book under the name of Venator ; 
for I was wholly addicted to the Chase, till he 
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taught me as good, a more quiet, innocent, and 
less dangerous diversion. 

Pisc. Sir, I think myself happy in your acquaint- 
ance ; and before we part shall entreat leave to 
embrace you. Vou have said enough to recom- 
mend you to my best opinion; for my Father 
Walton will be seen twice in no man's company 
he does not like, and likes none but such as he 
believes to be very honest men ; which is one of 
the best arguments, or at least of the best testi- 
monies I have, that I either am, or that he thinks 
me, one of those, seeing I have not yet found him 
weary of me. 

Vl\i. You speak like a true friend ; and, in 
doing so, render yourself worthy of his friendship. 
May I be so bold as to ask your name? 

PiSC. Yes surely, Sir, and if you please a much 

n e ques on my name a id I intend to 

a> long enough m yo o pany f I find you do 
o d 1 ke m ne to a k ) o In the mean 

me because »e a e ow almo at Ashboum, I 
sha I f eely and blun 1} ell ou that I am a 
Brother of the Angle too ; and, peradventure, can 
give you some instructions how to angle for a 
Trout in a clear river, that my Father Walton him- 
self will not disapprove ; though he did either pur- 
posely omit, or did not remember them when yoii 
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and he sat discoursing under the sycamore- tree. 
And, being you have already told me whither your 
journey is intended, and that I am better acquainted 
with the country than you are, I will heartily and 
earnestly entreat you wiii not think of staying at 
this town, but go on with me six miles faxtfier to 
my house, where you shall be extremely welcome ; 
it is directly in your way ; we have day enough to 
perform our journey, and, as you like your enter- 
tainment, you may there repose yourself a day or 
two, or as many more as your occasions will permit, 
to recompense the trouble of so much a longer 
journey. 

ViAT. Sir, you surprise me with so friendly 
an invitation upon so short acquaintance : but 
how advantageous soever it would be Co me, and 
that my haste, perhaps, is not so great, but it 
might dispense with such a divertisement as I 
promise myself in your company, yet I cannot, 
in modesty, accept your offer, and must therefore 
beg your pardon ; I could otherwise, 1 confess, 
be glad to wait upon you, if upon no other account 
but to talk of Mr. Izaak Walton, and to receive 
those instructions you say you are able to give 
me for the deceiving a Trout ; in which art I will 
not deny but that I have an ambition to be one 
of the greatest deceivers ; though I cannot forbear 
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freely to tell you that I think it hard to say 
much more than has been read to me upon that 
subject. 

Pisc. Well, Sir, I grant that too ; but you must 
know that the variety of rivers require different ways 
of Angling : however, you shall have the best rules 
I am able to give, and 1 will tell you nothing I 
have not made myself as certain of, as any man 
can be in thirty years' experience, for so long I 
have been a dabbler in that art ; and that, if you 
please to stay a few days, you shall in a very great 
measure see made good to you. But of that here- 
after : and now. Sir, if I am not mistaken, I have 
half overcome you ; and that I may wholly conquer 
that modesty of yours, I will take upon me to be 
so farailiaj as to say, you must accept my invita- 
tion ; which, that you may the more easily be per- 
suaded to do, I will tel! you that ray house stands 
upon the margin of one of the finest rivers for 
Trouts and Grayling in England ; that I have lately 
built a little fishing-house upon it, dedicated to 
Anglers, over the door of which you will see the 
two first letters of my Father Wahon's 
name and mine, twisted in cipher ; * ^a^^g^ "'^ 
that you shall lie in the same bed he 
has sometimes been contented with, and have such 
country entertainment as my friends sometimes 
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accept ; and be as welcome, too, as the best friend 
of them all. 

ViAT. No doubt. Sir, but my Master Walton 
found good reason to be satisfied with his enter- 
tainment in your house ; for you, who are so 
friendly to a mere stranger, who deserves so little, 
must needs be exceeding kind and free to him who 
deserves so much. 

Pisc. Believe me, no : and such as are inti- 
mately acquainted with that gentleman know him 
to be a man who will not endure to be treated like 
a stranger. So that his acceptation of my poor 
entertainments has ever been a pure effect of his 
own humihty and good nature, and nothing else. 
But, Sir, we are now going down the Spittle Hill 
into the town ; and therefore let me importune 
you suddenly to resolve, and most earnestly not to 

ViAT. In truth. Sir, I am so overcome by your 
bounty, that 1 find I cannot ; but must render my- 
self wholly to be disposed by you. 

Pisc. Why that's heartily and kindly spoken, 
and I as heartily thank you : and, being you have 
abandoned yourself to my conduct, we will only 
call and drink a glass on horseback at the Talbot, 
and away. 

ViAT. I attend you. But what pretty river is 
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this, that runs under this stone bridge? Has it a 

Pisc. Yes, 'tis called Henmore, and has in it 
both Trout and Grayling ; but you will meet with 
one or two better anon. And so soon as we are 
past through the town, I will endeavor, by such 
discourse as best likes you, to pass away the time 
till you come to your ill quarters. 

ViAT. We can talk of nothing with which I shall 
be more delighted, than of Rivers and Angling, 

Pisc. Let those be the subjects then. But we 
are now come to the Talbot. What will you drink. 
Sir, ale or wine? 

VuT. Nay, I am for the country liquor, Derby- 
shire ale, if you please ; for a man should not, 
methinks, come from London to drink wine in the 
Peak. 

Pisc. You are in the right : and yet, let me teii 
you, you may drink worse French wine in many 
taverns in London, than they have sometimes at 
this house. What, Ho ! bring us a flagon of your 
best ale. And now, Sir, my service to you, a good 
health to the honest gendeman you know of; and 
you are welcome into the Peak. 

ViAT. I thank you, Sir, and present you my 
service again, and to all the honest Brothers of the 
Angle. 
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PiSC. I'll pledge you. Sir: so there's for your 
ale ind farewell Come, Sir, let us be going : for 
the sun grows low, and I would have you look 
about you as jou ride; for you will see an odd 
country, and sights that will seem strange to you. 
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THE FIRST DAY. 
CHAPTER II. 

PiSCATOR, 

OO, Sir, now we have got to the top of the hill 
^^ out of town, look about you, and tell me how 
you like the country. 

ViAT. Bless me ! what mountains are here ! 
Are we not in Wales? 

Pisc. No, but in almost as mountainous a coun- 
try ; and yet these hills, though high, bleak, and 
craggy, breed and feed good beef and mutton above 
ground, and afford good store of lead within. 

ViAT. They had need of all those commodities 
to make amends for the il! landscape : but I hope 
our way does not he over any of these, for I dread 
a precipice. 

pjsc. Believe me, but it does, and down one 
especially, that will appear a little terrible to a 
stranger ; though the way is passable enough, and 
so passable, that we, who are natives of these 
mountains, and acquainted with them, disdain to 
alight. 



, Google 



3l8 THE COMPLETE ANGLEK. (Part 11. 

ViAT. I hope though, that a foreigner is privi- 
leged to use his own discretion, and that I may 
have the hberty to intrust my neck to the fideUty 
of my own feet, rather than to those of my horse ; 
for I have no more at home. 

Pisc. 'T were hard else. But in the mean time, 
I think 'twere best, while this way is pretty even, 
to mend our pace, that we may be past that hill I 
speak of, to the end your apprehension may not be 
doubled for want of light to discern the easiness of 
the descent, 

ViAT, I am wilhng to put forward as fast as my 
beast will give me leave ; though I fear nothing in 
your company. But what pretty river is this we 
are going into? 

Pisc. Why this, Sir, is called Bentley Brook, and 
is fiill of very good Trout and Grayling ; but so en- 
cumbered with wood in many places, as is trouble- 
some to an Angler. 

ViAT. Here are the prettiest rivers and the most 
of them in this country that ever I saw ; do you 
know how many you have in the country? 

Pisc. I know them all, and they were not hard 
to reckon, were it worth the trouble ; but the most 
considerable of them I will presently name you. 
And to begin where we now are, for you must 
know we are now upon the very skirts of Derby- 
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shire ; we have, first, the river Dove, that we shall 
come to by and by, which divides the two counties 
of Derby and Stafford, for many miles together; 
and is so called from the swiftness of its current, 
and that swiftness occasioned by the declivity of 
its course, and by being so straitened in that 
cour=ie betHixt the rorks; by which, and those 
very high ones it is hereabout, for four or five 
miles confined mto a lery narrow stream. A river 
that from a contemptible fountain, which I can 
coier with my hat b\ the confluence of other 
risers mulcts brooks and rills, is swelled, — be- 
fore It falls into Trent a little below Egginton, 
where it losea the name — to such a breadth and 
depth as to be m most places navigable, were not 
the passage frequently interrupted with fords and 
weirs and has as fertile banks as any river in 
England none excepted And this river, from its 
head for a mile or two is a black water, — as all 
the rest of the Derbyshire rivers of note originally 
are for they all spring from the mosses, — but is 
in a few miles travel so clarified, by the addition 
of several clear and ^en great springs, bigger than 
itself which gush out of the limestone rocks, that 
before it comes to m) house, which is but six or 
seven miles from its source, you will find it one of 
the purest crystalline streams you have seen. 
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ViAT. Does Trent spring in these parts? 

Pisc. Yes, in these parts : not in this county, but 
somewhere towards the upper end of Staffordshire, 
I think not far from a place calttd Trtntham ani 
thence runs down not far from btafford to V. olsley 
Bridge, and, washing the skirts ani purlieus of the 
Forest of Needwood runs down to Burton in the 
same county: thence it comcb into this where we 
now are, and, running bj Swarkeston and Dun 
nington, receives Der«ent at Wildon and so to 
Nottingham, thence to Newark and by Gains 
borough to Kingston upon Hull, where it takes 
the name of Humber, and thence falls into the 
sea : but that the map will best inform you. 

ViAT. Know you whence this river Trent derives 
its name ? 

Pisc. No, indeed, and yet I have heard it often 
discoursed upon, when some have given its de- 
nomination from the forenamed Trentham, though 
that seems rather a derivative from it; others 
have said, 't is so called from thirty rivers that fail 
into it, and there lose their names ; which cannot 
be, neither, because it carries that name from . its 
very fountain, before any other rivers fall into it : 
others derive it from thirty several sorts of fish 
that breed there ; and that is the most likely deri- 
vation : but be it how it will, it is doubtless one 
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of tiie finest rivers in the world, and the most 
abounding with excellent Salmon, and all sorts of 
delicate fish. 

ViAT. Pardon me. Sir, for tempting you into this 
digression : and then proceed to your other rivers, 
for I am mightily delighted with this discourse. 

PlSC. It was no interruption, but a very season- 
able question ; for Trent is not only one of our 
Derbyshire rivers, but the chief of them, and into 
which all the rest pay the tribute of their names ; 
which I had, perhaps, forgot to insist upon, being 
got to the other end of the county, had you not 
awoke my memory. But I will now proceed ; and 
the next river of note, for I will take them as they 
lie eastward from us, is the river Wye ; I say of 
note, for we have two lesser betwixt us and it, 
namely, Lathkin, and Bradford ; of which Lathkin 
is, by many degrees, the purest and most trans- 
parent stream that I ever yet saw, either at home 
or abroad ; and breeds, 't is said, the reddest and 
the best Trouts in England ; but neither of these 
are to be reputed rivers, being no better than great 
springs. The river Wye then has its source near 
unto Buxton, a town some ten miles from hence, 
famous for a warm bath, and which you are to ride 
through in your way to Manchester : a black water 
too at the fountain, but, by the same reason with 
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Dove, becomes very soon a most delicate clear 
river, and breeds admirable Trout and Grayling, 
reputed by those who, by living upon its banks, 
are partial to it, the best of any ; and this running 
down by Ashford, Bakewell, and Haddon, at a 
town a little lower called Rowsley, falls into Der- 
went, and there loses its name. The next in order 
is Derwent, a black water too, and that not only 
from its fountain, but quite through its progress, 
not having these crystal springs to wash and cleanse 
it, which the two foremencioned have : but abounds 
with Trout and Grayling, such as they are, towards 
its source, and with Salmon below : and this river 
from the upper and utmost part of this county, 
where it springs, taking its course by Chatsworth, 
Darley, Matlock, Derby, Burrow-Ash, and Awber- 
son, falls into Trent at a place called Wildon, and 
there loses its name. The east side of this County 
of Derby is bounded by little inconsiderable rivers, 
as Awber, Eroways, and the like, scarce worth 
naming, but Trouty too, and further we are not to 
inquire. But, Sir, I have carried you, as a man 
may say, by water, till we are now come to the 
descent of the formidable hill I told you of, at the 
foot of which runs the river Dove, which I cannot 
but love above all the rest ; and therefore prepare 
yourself to be a little frighted. 
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ViAT. Sir, I see you would fortify me, that I 
should not shame myself; but I dare follow where 
you please to lead me ; and I see no danger yet ; 
for the descent, methinks, is thus far green, even, 
and easy. 

Pisc. You will like it worse presently, when you 
come to the brow of the hill : — and now we are 
there, what think you? 

ViAT, What do I think? Why I think it the 
strangest place that ever, sure, men and horses 
went down ; and that, if there be any safety at all, 
the safest way is to alight. 

Pisc. I think so too for you, who are mounted 
upon a beast not acquainted with these slippery 
stones : and, though I frequently ride down, I »'i!l 
alight too, to bear you company, and to lead you 
the way ; and, if you please, my man shall lead 
your horse, 

VnT. Marry, Sir ! and thank you too : for I am 
afraid I shall have enough to do to look to myself; 
and with my horse in my hand should be in a 
double fear, both of breaking my neck, and my 
horse's falling on me ; for it is as steep as a pent- 
house. 

Pisc. To look dowTi from hence it appears so, I 
confess ; but the path winds and turns, and will not 
"be found so troublesome. 
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ViAT. Would I were well down though ! Hoist 
thee ! there 's one fair 'scape ! these stones are 
so slippeiy I cannot stand ! yet again ! I think I 
were best lay my heels in my neck, and tumble 

Pec. If you think your heels will defend your 
neck, that is the way to be soon at the bottom. 
But give me your hand at this broad stone, and 
then the worst is past. 

ViAT. I thank you. Sir, I am now past it, I can 
go myself. What's here? the sign of a bridge? 
Do you use to travel with wheelbarrows in this 
country? 

Pisc. Not that I ever saw. Sir. Why do you 
ask that question? 

ViAT. Because this bridge certainly was made 
for nothing else ; why a mouse can hardly go over 
it : 't is not two fingers broad. 

Pisc. You are pleasant, and I am glad to see you 
so : but I have rid over the bridge many a dark 
night. 

ViAT, Why, according to the French proverb, 
and 't is a good one among a great many of worse 
sense and sound that language abounds in, Ce que 
Dieu garde, est bien garde. They whom God takes 
care of are in safe protection ; but, let me tell you, 
I would not ride over it for a thousand pounds, nor 
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fali off it for two ; and yet 1 think I dare venture 
on foot, though if you were not by to laugh at me, 
I should do it on all four. 

Pjsc. Well, Sir, your mirth becomes you, and I 
am glad to see you safe over ; and now you are 
welcome into Staffordshire. 

ViAT. How, Staffordshire ! What do I there 
trow? There is not a word of Staffordshire in all 
my direction. 

Pisc. Vou see you are betrayed into it ; but it 
shall be in order to something that will make 
amends ; and 't is but an ill mile or two out of 
your way. 

ViAT. I believe all tilings, Sir, and doubt noth- 
ing. Is this your beloved river Dove? 'T is clear 
and swift, indeed, but a very little one. 

Pisc. Vou see it here at the worst; we shall 
come to it anon again after two miles riding, and 
so near as to lie upon the very banks. 

ViAT. Would we were there once ! But I hope 
we have no more of these Alps to pass over. 

Pisc. No, no. Sir, only this ascent before you, 
which you see is not very uneasy ; and then you 
will no more quarrel with your way. 

ViAT. Well, if ever I come to London, of which 
many a man there, if he were in my place would 
make a question, I will sit down and write my 
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travels ; and, like Tom Coriate, print them at my 
own charge. Pray what do you call this hill we 
come down? 

Pisc. We call it Hanson Toot. 

ViAT. Why, farewell Hanson Toot ! I 'II no 
more on thee : I '11 go twenty miles about first. 
Piih ! I sweat, that my shirt sticks to my back. 

PiSc. Come, Sir, now we are up the hill, and 
now how do you? 

ViAT, Why, very well, I humbly thank you. Sir, 
and warm enoi^h, I assure you. What have we 
here, a church ! As I 'm an honest man, a very 
pretty church 1 Have you churches in this country, 
Sir? 

Pisc. You see we have ; but, had you seen none, 
why should you make that doubt, Sir? 

ViAT. Why, if you will not be angry, I '11 
tell you I thought myself a stage or two beyond 
Christendom. 

Pisc. Come, come ! we '11 reconcile you to our 
country, before we part with you ; if showing you 
good sport with Angling will do it. 

ViAT. My respect to you, and that together may 
do much, Sir ; otherwise, to be plain with you, I do 
not find myself much inclined that way. 

Pisc. Well, Sir, your raillery upon our mountains 
has brought us almost home. And look you where 
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the same rivet of Do\'e has again met us to bid 
you welcome, and to invite you to a dish of Trouts 
to- morrow. 

ViAT, Is this the same we saw at the foot of 
Penmen-Maure ? It is a much finer river here. 

Pisc. It will appear yet much finer to-morrow. 
But looli you, Sir, here appears the house, that is 
now Kke to be your inn, for want of a better, 

ViAT. It appears on a sudden, but not before 
't was looked for. It stands prettily, and here 's 
wood about it too, but so young, as appears to be 
of your own planting. 

Pisc. It is so. Will it please you to alight, 
Sir. — And now permit me, after all your pains and 
dangers, to take you in my arms, and to assure you 
that you are infinitely welcome. 

ViAT. I thank you. Sir, and am glad with all 
my lieart I am here ; for, in downright truth, I am 
exceeding weary. 

Pisc. You will sleep so much the better : you 
shall presently have a light supper, and to bed. 
Come, Sirs, lay the cloth, and bring what you have 
presently, and let the gentleman's bed be made 
ready in the mean time, in my Father Walton's 
chamber. And now, Sir, here is my service to 
you ; and once more welcome ! 

ViAT. I, marry. Sir, this glass of good sack has 
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refreshed me. And I '11 make as bold with your 
meat, for the trout has got me a good stomach. 

Pisc. Come, Sir, fall to then, you see my little 
supper is always ready when I come home ; and 
I '11 make no stranger of you. 

ViAT. That your meal is so soon ready, is a sign 
your servants know your certain hoiurs, Sir. I con- 
fess I did not expect it so soon ; but now 't is here, 
you shall see I will make myself no stranger. 

Pisc, Much good do your heart ! and I thank 
you for that friendly word. And now, Sir, my set- 
vice to you in a cup of More-I-^nds ale ; for you 
are now in the More-Lands, but within a spit and a 
stride of the Peak. Fill my friend his glass. 

ViAT, Believe me, you have good ale in the 
More-Lands : far better than that at Ashboum. 

Pisc. That it may soon be ; for Ashboum has, 
wl ch s a kind of a riddle, always in it the best 
malt an 1 the worst ale in England. Come, take 
avay and bring us some pipes, and a bottle of ale, 
and ^o to your own suppers. Are you for this diet, 
Sr? 

ViAT. Yes, Sir, I am for one pipe of tobacco; 
and I perceive yours is very good by the smell. 

Pisc. The best I can get in London, I assure 
you. But, Sir, now you have thus tar complied 
with my designs, as to take a troublesome journey 
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into an ill country, only to satisfy me ; how long 
may I hope to enjoy you? 

Vl*t. Why, truly. Sir, as long as I conveniently 
can ; and longer, I think, you would not have me, 

Pisc. Not to your inconvenience by any means. 
Sir, but I see you are weary, and therefore I will 
presently wail on you to your chamber, where take 
counsel of your pillow, and to-morrow resolve me. 
Here ! take the lights, and pray follow them. Sir : 
here you are like to lie : and, now I have showed 
you your lodgings, I beseech you command any- 
thing you want ; and so I wish you good rest ' 

Vl4T. Good night. Sir ! 
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THE SECOND DAY. 
CHAPTER III. 

PiSCATOR. 

/"^OOD morrow, Sir ! What, up and dressed so 
^-^ early? 

ViAT. Yes, Sir, I have been dressed this half- 
hour ; for I rested so well, and have so great a mind 
either to take, or see a Trout taken, in your fine 
river, that I could no longer lie abed. 
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Pisc. I am glad to see you so brisk this morn- 
ing, and so eager of sport; though, I must tell 
you, this day proves so calm, and the sun rises so 
bright, as promises no great success to the Angler ; 
but, however, we '11 try ; and, one way or other, 
we shall, sure, do something. What will you have 
to your breakfast, or what will you drink this 
morning ? 

ViAT. For breakfast, I never eat any, and for 
drink I am very indiiferent; but if you please to 
call for a glass of ale, I 'm for you : and let it be 
quickly, if you please, for I long to see the little 
fishing-house you spoke of, and to be at my lesson. 

Pisc. Well, Sir ! Vou see the ale is come with- 
out calling ; for though I do not know yours, my 
people know ray diet ; which is always one glass 
so soon as I am dressed, and no more till dinner ; 
and so ray servants have served you. 

ViAi'. My thanks. And now, if you please, let 
us look out this fine morning. 

Pisc. With all my heart ; boy, take the key of 
ray fishing-house, and carry down those two angle- 
rods in the hall-window, thither, with my fish- 
panaier, "pouch, and landing-net ; and stay you 
there till we come. Come, Sir, we'll walk after; 
where, by the way, I expect you should raise all 
the exceptions against our country you can. 
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ViAT. Nay, Sir, do not think me so ill-natured 
nor so UQcivi! : I only made a little bold with it 
last night to divert you, and was only in jest. 

Pisc. You were then in as good earnest as I am 
now with you : but had you been really angry at it, 
I could not blame you ; for, to say the truth, it is 
not very taking at first sight. But look you, Sir, 
now you are abroad, does not the sun shine as 
bright here as in Essex, Middlesex, or Kent, or 
any of your southern counties? 

ViAT. 'Tis a delicate morning indeed ! And I 
now think this a marvellous pretty place. 

Pi5c. Whether you think so or no, you cannot 
oblige me more than to say so ; and those of my 
friends who know my humor, and are so kind as to 
comply with it, usually flatter me that way. But 
look you, Sir, now you are at the brink of the 
hill, how do you like my river, the vale it winds 
through like a snake, and tlie situation of my little 
fishing-house ? 

ViAT. Trust me, 't is all very fine ; and the 
house seems at this distance a neat building. 

Pisc. Good enough for that purpose. And here 
is a bowling-green too, close by it ; so, though I 
am myself no very good bowler, I am not totally 
devoted to my own pleasure, but that I have also 
some regard to other men's. And now. Sir, you 
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are come to the door ; pray walk in, and there we 
will sit and talk, as long as you please. 
ViAT. Stay, what 's here over 

the door? PiSCATOWFUS SA- », H,!^" phJimenlig^c'dTn 

CRUM ! * Why then I perceive ™i ^tttT'sMag-^se 

' Sss b=«n descrlb*a; but 

I have some title here; for I Ihe pleasantness ot the riv- 

ara one of them, though one of s;"^S???' sS"""*' ""m" 
the worst ; and here helow it is aiJlJI,™\"J"' '*"* '*"" 
the cipher too you spoke of, 
and 't is prettily contrived. Has my Master Walton 
ever been here to see it? for it seems new built. 

Pisc. Yes, he saw it cut in the stone before it 
was set up ; but never in the posture it now stands : 
for the house was but building when he was last 
here, and not raised so high as the arch of the 
door. And I am afraid he will not see it yet ; for 
he has lately writ me word, he doubts his coming 
down this summer ; which, I do assure you, was 
the worst news he could possibly have sent me. 

ViAT. Men must sometimes mind their affairs to 
make more room for their pleasures; and 'tis odds 
he is as much displeased with the business that 
keeps him from you, as you are that he comes not. 
But I am the most pleased with this little house of 
anything I ever saw : it stands in a kind of penin- 
sula, too, with a delicate clear river about it. I 
dare hardly go in, lest I should not like it so well 
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within as without ; but by your leave I '11 try. Why 
this is better and better, fine lights, finely wain- 
scoted, and all exceeding neat, with a marble table 
and all in the middle. 

Pisc. Enough, Sir, enough ! I have laid open 
to you the part where I can worst defend myself; 
and now you attack me there ! Come, boy, set 
two chairs, and whilst I am taking a pipe of 
tobacco, which is always my breakfast, we will, if 
you please, talk of some other subject. 

ViAT. None fitter, then. Sir, for the time and 
place, than those instructions you promised. 

Pisc. I begin to doubt, by something I discover 
in you, whether I am able to instruct you, or no : 
though, if you are really a stranger to our clear 
northern rivers, I still think I can ; and therefore, 
since it is yet too early in the morning at this time 
of the year, to-day being but the 7th of March, to 
cast a fly upon the water, if you will direct me what 
kind of fishing for a Trout I shall read you a lecture 
on, I am willing and ready to obey you, 

ViAT. Why, Sir, if you will so far oblige me and 
that it may not he too troublesome to you, I would 
entreat you would run through the whole body of 
it ; and I will not conceal from you, that I am so 
far in love with you, your courtesy, and pretty 
Moreland seat, as to resolve to stay with you long 
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enough by intervals ; for I will not oppress you, to 
hear all you can say upon that subject. 

Pisc. Von cannot oblige me more than by such 
a promise. And, therefore, without more ceremony 
I will begin to tel! you, that my Father Walton 
having read to you before, it would look like a 
presumption in me, and peradveature would do so 
in any other man, to pretend to give lessons for 
Angling after him who, I do really believe, under- 
stands as much of it, at least, as any man in Eng- 
land ; did I not pre-acquaint you, that I am not 
tempted to it by any vain opinion of myself, that 
I am able to give you better directions ; but, 
having from my childhood pursued the recreation 
of Angling in very clear rivers, — truly I think by 
much, some of them at least, the clearest in this 
kingdom, — and the manner of Angling here with 
us, by reason of that exceeding clearness, being 
something different from the method commonly 
used in others, which, by being not near so bright, 
admit of stronger tackle, and allow a nearer ap- 
proach to the stream ; — I may, peradventure, give 
you some instructions, that may be of use even in 
your own rivers; and shall bring you acquainted 
with more flies, and show you how to make them, 
and with what dubbing too, than he has taken 
notice of in his Complete Angler. 
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ViAT, I beseech you, Sir, do : and, if you will 
lend me yoijr steel, I will light a pipe the while ; 
for that is commonly my breakfast in a morning. 
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THE SECOND DAY. 
CHAFl'ER IV. 

PlSCATOR. 

■\T7HV then, Sir, to begin methodically, as a 
* ' master in any art should do, — and I will 
not deny but that I think myself a master in this, 
— I shall divide Angling for Trout or Grayling into 
these three ways : at the top, at the bottom, and 
in the middle ; which three ways, though they are 
all of them, as I shall hereafter endeavor to make 
it appear, in some sort common to both those 
kinds of fish, yet are they not so generally and ab- 
solutely so but that they will necessarily require a 
distinction ; which, in due place, I will also give 
you. 

That which we call angling at the top is with a 
fly ; at the bottom, with a ground-bait ; in the 
middle, with a minnow, or ground-bait. 

Angling at the top is of two sorts : with a quick- 
fly, or with an artificial-fly. 

That we call angling at the bottom is also of two 
sorts : by the hand, or with a cork or float. 
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That we call angling in the middle is also of two 
sorts : with a minnow for a Trout, or with a ground- 
bait for a Grayling. 

Of all which several sorts of Angling I will, if 
you can have the patience to hear me, give yon 
the best account I can. 

ViAT, The trouble will be yours, and mine the 
pleasure and the obligation. I beseech yon, there- 
fore, to proceed. 

Prsc. Why, then, first of Fly-fishing. 
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THE SECOND DAY. 
Chap. V. — O/ Fly-Fishing. 
PiSCAi-OR. 
■ppLY-FISHING, or fishing at the top, is, as I 
^ said before, of two sorts : with a Natural, 
and living. Fly, or with an Artificial, and made. 
Fly. 

First, then, Of the Natural Fly : of which we 
generally use but two sorts, and those but in the 
two months of May and June only, namely, the 
Green-drake and the Stone-fly ; though I have 
tnade use of a third that way, called the Camlet- 
fly, with very good success for Grayling, but never 
saw it angled with by any other after this manner, 
my master only excepted, who died many years 
ago, and was one of the best Anglers that ever 
I knew. 

These are to be angled with, with a short line, 
not much more than half the length of your rod, if 
the air be still ; or with a longer, very near or all 
out as long as your rod, if you have any wind to 
carry it from you : and this way of fishing we call 
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Daping, Dabbing, or Dibbling ; wherein you are 
always to have your line flying before you up or 
down the river as the wind serves, and to angle as 
near as you can to the bank of the same side 
whereon you stand ; though where you see a fish 
rise near you, you may guide your quick-fly over 
h 11 vhether m the middle or on the contrary 
sde and if )ui are pretty well out of si^ht 
either bj kneeling or the interposition of a bank 
or bush ) o i may almost be s ire to raise and take 
him too if it be presently done the fish will other 
I ise peradienture be removed to sone other 
place if It be m th£ still deeps where he is always 

n motion and roiing up and down to look for 
prey tho igh in i stream jou maj always almost, 
espec ally if there be a goo 1 stone i ear find h m 
in the same phce \o r hne oight in this cabe to 
be three goo 1 hairs ne\t the hook both by reason 
)0U ire in this kind ot Angling to expect the 
b £,j,ebl fish and also that wanting length to give 
h m Ime after he is struck }ou m ist be forced to 
tig for t to which I will also add thit not an 
inch of your Une be ng to be suffered to touch the 

^ater in dibbling it na\ be allowel to be the 
stronger I should now gne jou a descr pt on of 
those flies their shape ind color and then gie 
JOU in icconnt of the r breed ng and withal show 
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you how to keep and use them ; but shall defer 
that to their proper place and season. 

Vl4T. In earnest, Sir, you discourse very ration- 
ally of this affair, and I am glad to find myself 
mistaken in you ; for in plain tnilh I did not expect 
so much from you. 

PiSc. Nay, Sir, I can tell you a great deal more 
than this, and will conceal nothing from you. But 
1 must now come to the second way of angling at 
the top, which is with an artificial- fly, which also I 
will show you how to make before I have done : 
but first shall acq\iaint you, that with this you are 
to angle with a line longer, by a yard and a half 
or sometimes two yards, than your rod ; and with 
both this, and the other, in a still day, in the 
streams, in a breeze that curls the water in the 
still-deeps, where (excepting in May and June, 
that the best Trouts will lie in shallow streams to 
watch for prey, and even then too) you are like to 
hit the best fish. 

For the length of your rod, you ate always to be 
governed by the breadth of the river you shall 
choose to angle at : and for a Trout- river, one of 
five or six yards long is commonly enough ; and 
longer, though never so neatly and artificially made, 
it ought not to be, if you intend to fish at ease ; and 
if otherwise, where lies the sport ? 
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Of these the best th-it eier I saw ire made in 
\orkshire which are all of one piece that is to 
hiy of scAcral bix eight ten or twehe pieces so 
neatly [leced ind tied together with fine thread 
below and silk abo\e as to make it taper like a 
switch and to piv with a true bent to your hand 
■\nl these too are light being made of fir wood 
tot two or three lengths nearest to the hand ind 
of other wood nearer to the top that a man might 
\cr\ easily manage the longest of them that ever I 
saw with one hand And these when )oTi haie 
given over Angling for a season being taken to 
I leces and laid up m some dry place may afl:er 
wards be set together igain m their former pos 
tures and will be as straight sound and good as 
the first hour they were made and being lai 1 in 
od and color according to jour Master \\ alton s 
direction will hst minj years 

Ihe length of jour line to a man that knows 
how to hindle hib rod and to cast it is no manner 
of encumbrance excepting in woodj places ind in 
landing of a fish which e\ery one that can afford 
to angle for pleasure has somebody to do for him 
\nd the length ot Ime is a mighty advantage to the 
fishing at distance , and to fish /nt, snd/ar off, is 
the first and principal rule for Trout- Angling. 

Your hne in this case should never be less, nor 
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ever exceed two hairs next to the hook ; for one 
(though some I know will pretend to more art 
than their feHows) is indeed too few, the least 
accident, with the finest hand, being sufficient to 
break it ; but he that cannot kill a Trout of twenty 
inches long with two, in a river clear of wood and 
weeds, as this and some other of ours are, deserves 
not the name of an Angler. 

Now to have your whole line as it ought to be, 
two of the first lengths nearest the hook should 
be of two hairs apiece ; the next three lengths 
above them of three ; the next three above them 
of four ; and so of five, and six, and seven, to the 
very top ; by which means your rod and tackle 
will, in a manner, be taper from your very hand to 
your hook ; your line will fall much better and 
straighter, and cast your fly to any certain place to 
which the hand and eye shall direct it, with less 
weight and violence, than would otherwise circle 
the water and fright away the fish. 
./In casting your line, do it always before you, and 
so that your fly may first fall upon the water, and 
as httle of your line with it as is possible ; though 
if the wind be stiff, you will then of necessity be 
compelled to drown a good part of your fine to 
keep your fly in the water: and in casting your 
fly, you must aim at the further, or nearer bank, as 
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the wind serves your turn ; which also will be with 
and against you on the same side, several times in 
an hour, as the river winds in its course ; and you 
will be forced to angle up and down by turns ac- 
cordingly; but are to endeavor, as much as you 
can, to have the wind evermore on your back. 
And always be sure to stand as far off the bank as 
your length will give you leave when you throw to 
the contrary side : though, when the wind will not 
permit you so to do, and thai you are constrained 
to angle on the same side whereon you stand, you 
must then stand on the very brink of the river, 
and cast your fly at the utmost length of your 
rod and line, up or down the river as the gale 
serves. 

It only remains, touching your line, to inquire 
whether your two hairs, next to the hook, are 
better twisted, or open. And for that I should de- 
clare that I think the open way the better, because 
it makes less show in the water ; but that I have 
found an inconvenience, or two, or three, that have 
made me almost weary of that way: of which one 
is, that, without dispute, they are not so strong 
open as twisted ; another, that they are not easily 
to be fastened of so exact an equal length in the 
arming, that the one will not cause the other to 
bag, by which means a man has but one hair, upon 
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the matter, to trust to ; and the last is, that these 
loose flying hairs are not only more apt to catch 
upon every twig or bent they meet with, but more- 
over the hook, in falling upon the water, will very 
often rebound, and fly back betwixt the hairs, and 
there stick (which, in a rough water especially, is 
not presently to be discerned by the Angler), so 
as the point of the hook shall stand reversed ; by 
which means your fly swims backwards, makes a 
much greater circle in the water, and, till taken 
home to you and set right, mil never raise any 
fish ; or, if it should, I ara sure, but by a very 
extraordinary chance, can hit none. 

Having done with both these ways of fishing at 
the top, the length of your rod, and line, and all, 
I ara next to teach you how to make a fly ; and 
aflerwards, of what dubbing yon are to make the 
several flies I shall hereafter name to you. 

In making a fly, then, which is not a Hackle, or 
Palmer-fiy (for of those, and their several kinds, 
we shall have occasion to speak every month in 
the year), you are first to hold your hook fast be- 
twixt the forefinger and thumb of your lei^ hand, 
with the back of the shank upwards, and the point 
towards your fingers' ends : then take a strong 
small silk of the color of the fly you intend to 
make, wax it well with wax of the same color too : 



, Google 



346 THE COMPLETE ANGLER. {Pakt II. 

tj which end jou are always bj the vvij to ha^e 
wax of al! c.o!ors about \ou ind draw it betmxt 
jour finger and thumb to the head of the shank 
and then whip it twice or thrice about the bare 
hook which you must know is done both to pre 
lent shppii^ and ^Iso that the shank of the hook 
may not cut the hairs of jour towght which some 
times it will otherwise do Which leinj, done take 
}our line and draw it hkewise betwixt jour finger 
and thimb holding the hook so fait as onl> to 
suffer It to pass by until jou have the knot of your 
towght almost to the middle of the shank of jour 
hook on the mside of it then whip your silk 
twi e or thrice -ibout both hook and hne as hard 
as the strength of the silk will perm t ^\hich 
being done str i the feather for the wings proi or 
t enable to the bigness ot >our fl) (.laang that side 
downwards which grtw uppermost before pon the 
bick of the hook leiving so much on!\ as to ser\e 
for the length of the wmg of the point of the plume 
lying reversed from the end of the shank upwards : 
then whip your silk twice or thrice about the root- 
end of the feather, hook, and towght. Which being 
done, clip off the root-end of the feather close by 
the arming, and then whip the silk fast and firm 
about the hook and towght, until you come to the 
bend of the hook : but not further, as you do at 
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London, and so make a very unhandsome, and, in 
plain English, a very unnatural and shapeless fly. 
Which being done, cut away the end of your 
towght, and fasten it. And then take your dub- 
bing which is to make the body of your fly, as 
much as you think convenient; and, holding it 
lightly with your hook betwixt the finger and thumb 
of your left hand, take your silk with the right, and 
twisting it betwixt the finger and thumb of that 
hand, the dnbbing will spin itself about the silk, 
which when it has done, whip it about the armed- 
hook backward, till you come to the setting on of 
the wings. And then take the feathetr for the 
wings, and divide it equally into two parts ; and 
turn them back towards the end of the hook, the 
one on the one side and the other on the other of 
the shank, holding them fast in that posture betwixt 
the forefinger and thumb of your left hand, Which 
done, warp them so down as to stand and slope 
towards the bend of the hook ; and, having warped 
up to the end of the shank, hold the fly last betwixt 
the finger and thumb of your left hand, and then 
take the silk betwixt the finger and thumb of your 
right hand, and, where the warping ends, pinch or 
nip it with your thumb-nail against your finger, and 
strip away the remainder of your dubbmg from the 
silk ; and then, with the bare silk, whip it once or 
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twite about make the wings> to stand m due order 
taaten and cut it off alter which with the point of 
a needle raise up the dubbing feentiy Irom the «arp 
twitch off the superfluous hairs of your dubhmg 
leave the wings (f in equal length — your fly mil 
never ehe swim true ~ind the work is done 
■\nd this wav of making a fly which la certainlj 
the beat of all other was tiught me by \ kinsman 
of mine oni. Captain Heniy Jackson a near neigh 
bor an admirable. Fly Angkr by many degrees 
the beat fly maker that ever I yet met with And 
now that I have told vou how a flj is ti be made 
you shall presently see me make one with which 
you may peradventure take a Tiout this momm^ 
notwithatandmg the unhkelmess of the day for it 
is now rrnie of the clock and fish v. ill begin to nse 
if they villi rise to d-iy y^wiU vialk along b> jou 
and look on and after dinner I will proceed m 
my lecture of Fly hshmg 

\UT I confess I long to be at the nver and 
jet I could alt here all daj to hear jou but some 
of the one and syme of the other will do well 
ind I have a mighty ambition to tike a Irout in 
vtjur river Dove 

Pisc I warrant )ou shall I would not for more 
than I will speak of but jou should seeu^ I have 
so extolled my nver to jou Naj I will keep you 
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here a month, but you shall have one good day of 
sport before you go. 

ViAT. You will find me, I doubt, too tractable 
that way ; for, in good earnest, if business would 
give me leave, and that, if it were fit, I could lind 
in my heart to stay with you forever. 

Pisc. I thank you. Sir, for that kind expression ; 
and now let me look out my things to make this 
fly. 
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THE SECOND DAY. 
CHAFrER VI. 

PiSCATOR. 

TJOY ! come, give me my dubbing-bag here 
■*- ' presently. And now, Sir, since I find you 
so honest a man, I will make no scruple to lay 
open my treasure before you. 

ViAT. Did ever any one see the like ! What a 
heap of trumpery is here ! certainly never an 
Angler in Europe has his shop half so well fur- 
nished as you have. 

Pisc. You, perhaps, may think now that I rake 
together this trumpery, as you call it, for show 
only; to the end that such as see it, which are not 
many I assure you, may think me a great master 
in the art of Angling; but let me tell you here are 
some colors, as contemptible as they seem here, 
that are very hard to be got ; and scarce any one 
of them, which, if it should be lost, I should not 
miss, and be concerned about the loss of it too, 
once in the year. But look yon, Sir, amongst 
all these I will choose out these two colors only, of 
which, this is bear's hair, this darker, no great 
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matter what : but I am sure I have killed a great 
deal of fish with it ; and with one or both of these, 
you shall take Trout or Grayling this very day, not- 
withstanding all disadvantages, or my art shall 
fail me. 

ViAT. Vou promise comfortably, and I have a 
great deal of reason to believe everything you 
say ; but I wish the fly were made, that we were 

Pisc, That will not be long in doing ; and pray 
obser\-e then. You see first how I hold my hook, 
and thus I begin. Look you, here are my first two 
or three whips about the bare hook ; thus I join 
hook and line ; thus I put on my wings ; thus I 
twirl and lap on my dubbing ; thus I work it up 
towards the head ; thus I part my wings ; thus I 
nip my superfluous dubbing from my silk ; thus 
fasten ; thus trim and adjust my fly : and there 's 
a fly made. And now how do you like it? 

ViAT. In earnest, admirably we!) ; and it per- 
fectly resembles a fiy : but we about London make 
the bodies of our flies both much bigger and 
longer, — so long as even almost to the very beard 
of the hook. 

Prsc. I know it very well, and had one of those 
flies given me by an honest gentleman, who came 
with ray Father Walton to give me a visit ; which. 



, Google 



352 THE COMPLETE ANGLER. [Pabt II. 

to tell you the truth, I hung in my parlor window 
to laugh at : but Sir, you know the proverb, " They 
who go to Rome must do as they at Rome do ; " 
aad, believe me, you must here make your flies 
after this fashion, or you will take no fish. Come, 
I will look you out a line, and you shall put it on, 
and try it. There, Sir, now I think you are fitted ; 
and now beyond the farther end of the walk you 
shall begin. I see at that bend of the water above, 
the air crisps the water a little. Knit your line 
first here, and then go up thither, and see what 
you can do. 

ViAT. Did you see that. Sir? 

Prsc, Yes, I saw the fish, and he saw you too, 
which made him turn short ; you must fish farther 
off, if you intend to have any sport here ; this is 
no New River, let me tell you ! That was a good 
Trout, believe me; did you touch him? 

ViAT. No, I would I had, we would not have 
parted so ! Look you, there was another ! This 
is an excellent fly ! 

Pisc. That fly, I am sure, would kill fish, if the 
day were right ; but they only chew at it, I see, 
and will not take it. Come, Sir, !et us return 
back to the fishing-house ; this stili water I see 
wiU not do our business to-day. You shall now, if 
you please, make a fly yourself, and try what you 
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can do in the streams with that; and I know a 
Trout taken with a fly of your own making will 
please you better than twenty with one of mine. 
Give me that bag again, Sirrah. Look you. Sir, 
there is a hook, towght, silk, and a feather for the 
wings : be doing with those, and I will look you 
out a dubbing that I think will do. 

VuT, This is a very little hook. 

Pisc. That may serve to inform you, that it is 
for a very little fly, and you must make your wings 
accordingly; for as the case stands it must be a 
little fly, and a very little one too, that must do 
your business. Well said ! believe me you shift 
your fingers very handsomely : I doubt I have 
taken upon me to teach my master. So, here 's 
your dubbing now, 

ViAT. This dubbing is very black. 

PiSC. It appears so in hand, but step to the 
door and hold it up betwixt your eye and the sun, 
and it will appear a shining red : let me tell you, 
never a man in England can discern the true color 
of a dubbing any way but that; and therefore 
choose always to make your flies on such a bright 
sunshine day as this, which also you may the 
better do, because it is worth nothing to flsh in. 
Here, put it on ; and be sure to make the body 
of your fly as slender as you can. Very good ! 
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Upon my word you have made a marvellous hand- 
some ay. 

ViAT. I am very gkd to hear it; 'tis the first 
that ever I made of this kind in my life. 

Pisc. Away, away ! Vou are a doctor at it : but 
I will not commend you too much, lest I make you 
proud. Come, put it on, and you shall now go 
downward to some streams betwixt the rocks below 
the tittle foot-bridge you see there, and try your 
fortune. Take heed of slipping into the water as 
you follow me under this rock. So, now you are 
over, and now throw in. 

VnT. This is a fine stream indeed ! There 's 
one ! I have him. 

PiSC. And a precious catch you have of him ; 
pull him out ! I see you have a tender hand. 
This is a diminutive getitleman ; e'en throw him in 
again, and let him grow till he be more worthy 
your anger. 

ViAT. Pardon me, Sir, all 's fish diat comes to 
the hook with me now. Another ! 

Pisc. And of the same standing. 

ViAT. I see I shall have good sport now. An- 
other ! and a Grayling, Why, you have fish here 
at will. 

Pisc. Come, come, cross the bridge, and go 
down the other side, lower ; where you wi!l find 
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finer streams, and better sport, I hope, than this. 
Look you, Sir, here is a fine stream now. Yon 
have length enough, stand a little farther off, let 
me entreat you ; and do but fish this stream like 
an artist, and peradventure a good fish may fall to 
your share. How now ! What, is all gone? 

ViAT. Ko, I but touched him ; but that was a 
fish worth taking. 

PiSc. Why now, let me tell you, you lost that 
fish by your own fault, and through your own 
eagerness and haste ; for you are never to offer 
to strike a good fish, if he do not strike himself, 
till first you see him turn his head after he has 
taken your fly; and then you can never strain 
your tackle in the striking, if you strike with any 
manner of moderation. Come, throw in once 
again, and fish me this stream by inches; for I 
assure you here are very good fish : both Trout 
and Grayling lie here ; and at that great stone on 
the other side, 't is ten to one a good Trout gives 
you the meeting. 

ViAT. I have him now, but he has gone down 
towards the bottom. I cannot see what he is, yet 
he should be a good fish by his weight : but he 
makes no great stir. 

Pisc, Why then, by what you say, I dare ven- 
ture to assure you 'tis a Grayling, who is one of 
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the deadest- hearted fishes in the world; and the 
bigger he is, the more easily taken. Look you, 
now you see him plain ; I told you what he was. 
Bring hither that landing-net. Boy. And now. Sir, 
he is your oivn ; and believe me a good one, six- 
teen inches long I warrant him : I have taken none 
such this year. 

ViAT. I never saw a Grayling before look so 
biack. 

Pisc, Did you not? Why then, let me tell you, 
that you never saw one before in right season ; for 
then a Grayling is very black about his head, gills, 
and down his back ; and has his belly of a dark 
gray, dappled with black spots, as you see this is ; 
and I am apt to conclude, that from thence he 
derives his name of Umber. Though I must tell 
you this fish is past his prime, and begins to decline, 
and was in better season at Christmas than he is 
now. But move on, for it grows towards dinner- 
time ; and there is a very great and fine stream 
below, under that rock, that fills the deepest pool 
in all the river, where you are almost sure of a good 
fish. 

ViAT. Let him come, I '11 try a fall with him. 
But I had thought that the Grayling had been 
always in season with the Trout, and had come in 
and gone out with him. 
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Pisc. O no ! assure yourself a Grayling is a 
winter-fish ; but such a one as would deceive any 
but such as know him very well indeed ; for his 
flesh, even in his worst season, is so firm, and will 
so easily calver, that in plain truth he is very good 
meat at alt times ; but in his perfect season, which, 
by the way, none but an ovet^rown Grayling will 
ever be, I think him so good a fish as to be little 
inferior to the best Trout that ever I tasted in my 
life. 

ViAT. Here 's another skip-jack ; and I have 
raised five or six more at least whilst you were 
speaking. Well, go thy way, little Dove ! thou art 
the finest river that ever I saw, and the fullest of 
fish. Indeed, Sir, I like it so well, that I am afraid 
you will be troubled with me once a year, so long 
as we two live. 

PiSC. I am afraid I shall not. Sir ; but were you 
once here a May or a June, if good sport would 
tempt you, I should then expect you would some- 
times see me ; for you would then say it were a 
fine river indeed, if you had once seen the sport at 
the height. 

ViAT, Which I will do, if I live, and that you 
please to give me leave. There was one ; and 
there another. 

PiSC. And all this in a strange river, and with a 



, Google 



358 THE COMPLETE ANGLER. [Paki 11. 

fly of your own making 1 Why, what a dangerous 
man are you ! 

ViAT. I, Sir, but who taught me? and as Da- 
mcetas says by his man Dorus, so you may say by 

" I£ my man such praises have, 
What then have I, that taught the knave f" 

But what have we got here? A rock springing 
up in the middle of the river ! this is one of the 
oddest sights that ever I saw. 

Pisc. Why, Sir, from that Pike,* that you see 
standing up there distant from the rock, this is 
called Pike-Pool. And young Mr. Izaak Walton 
was so pleased with it, as to draw it in landscape 
in black and white, in a blank book I have at 
home ; as he has done several prospects of my 
house also, which I keep for a memorial of his 
favor, and will show you, when we come up to 
dinner, 

• 'T )5 a rock in the fashion of a spire-steeple, and almost as 
inf-. It stands in the midst of the river Dove, and not far from 
Mr. Cotton's house ; below which place this delicate river lakes a 
swift career betwixt many mighty rocks, much higher and bigger 
than St. Paul's Church, before 'twas burnt. And this Dove, being 
opposed by one of the highest of them, has at last forced itself 
a way through it ; and, after a mile's concealment, appears again 
with inoie glory and beauty than before that opposition, running 
through the most pleasant valleys and most fruitful meadows that 



, Google 



Chap. VI,] THE COMPLETE ANGLER, 359 

VuT. Has young Master liaak Walton been 
here too? 

Pisc. Yes, marry has he, Sir, and that again, and 
again too ; and in France since, and at Rome, and 
at Venice, and I can't tell where ; but I intend to 
ask him a great many hard questions so soon as I 
can see him, which will be, God willing, next 
month. In the mean time. Sir, to come to this 
fine stream at the head of this great pool, you 
must venture over these slippery, cobbling stones. 
Believe me, Sir, there you were nimble, or else you 
had been down ! But now you are got over, look 
to yourself; for, on my word, if a fish rise here, 
he is like to be such a one as will endanger your 
tackle. How now ! 

ViAT. I think you have such command here 
over the fishes, that you can raise them by your 
word, as they say conjurors can do spirits, and 
afterward make them do what you bid them ; for 
here 's a Trout has taken my fly ; I had rather 
have lost a crown. What luck 's this ! He was a 
lovely fish, and turned up a side like a salmon ! 

Pisc. O Sir, this is a war where you sometimes 
win, and must sometimes expect to lose. Never 
concern yourself for the loss of your fly ; for ten 
to one I teach you to make a better. Who 's that 
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Servant. Sir, will it please you to come to 
dinner? 

Pisc, We come. You hear, Sir, we are called ; 
and now take your clioice, whether yoti will chmb 
this steep hill before you, from the top of which 
you will go directly into the house, or back again 
over these stepping-stones, and about by the 
bridge. 

ViAT. Nay, sure the nearest way is best; at 
least my stomach tells me so ; and I am now so 
well acquainted with your rocks, that I fear them 
not. 

Pisc. Come, then, follow me ; and so soon as 
we have dined, we will down again to the little 
house, where I will begin at the place I left off 
about fly-fishing, and read you another lecture ; 
for I have a great deal more to say upon that 
subject. 

ViAT. The more the better; I could never have 
met with a more obliging master, my first excepted ; 
nor such sport can all the rivers about London ever 
afford as is to be found in this pretty river, 

Pisc, You deserve to have better, both because I 
see you are willing to take pains, and for liking this 
little so well ; and better I hope to show you before 
we part. 
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THE SECOND DAY. 
CHAPTER VII. 



/'~*OME, Sir ! having now welt dined, and being 



\^ 



1 set in your little house, I will i 



challenge your promise, and entreat you to proceed 
in your instruction for Fly-fishing ; which, that you 
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may be the better encouraged to do, I will assure 
you that I have not lost, I think, one syllable of 
what you have told me ; but very weli retain all 
your directions both for the rod, line, and making 
a fly, and now desire an account of the flies 
themselves. 

Pisc. Why, Sir, I am ready to give it you, and 
shall have the whole afternoon to do it in, if nobody 
come in to interrupt us ; for you must know, besides 
the mfitness ol tbe day that the iftemoons so early 
m March sgnil) leryhttle to ant,ling with a fly 
though with a mmnow or a worm somethmg might 
I confess be done 

To begin then where I left off M} Father 
^\ aJton telK u-> !: ut of twel\ e artificial flieb to ingle 
V, th at the top and gives the r namei tf *hich 
some are common with us here and I thmk I 
guess at most of them b\ his descnption and I 
believe they ill breed and are t iken in our nvers 
though we do not make them either of the aame 
d ibbing cr fishion i^nd it ma> be m the ruers 
about London which I presume he has most fre 
lucnted and where t is 1 kely he his ione most 
e^erut on there is not much notice taken of man) 
more but we are icquaintcd with several others 
here though perhaps I m'i\ reckon some of his 
by other names too but if 1 lo I shili mike \ou 
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amends by an addition to his catalogue. And 
although the forenaraed great Master in the art of 
Angling, for so in truth he is, tells you that no man 
should in honesty catch a Trout till the middle of 
March, yet I hope he will give a man leave sooner 
to lake a Grayling ; which, as I told you, is in the 
dead months in his best season ; and do assure 
you, which I remember by a very remarkable token, 
I did once take upon the sixth day of December 
one, and only one, of the biggest Graylings, and 
the best in season, that ever I yet saw, or tasted ; 
and do usually take Trouts too, and with a fly, net 
only before the middle of this month, but almost 
every year in February, unless it be a very ill spring 
indeed ; and have sometimes in January, so early 
as New- year's -tide, and in frost and snow, taken 
Grayling in a warm sunshine day for an hour or 
two about noon ; and to fish for him with a grub 
it is then the best time of all. 

I shall therefore begin my fly-fishing with that 
month (though I confess very few begin so soon, 
and that such as are so fond of the sport as to 
embrace all opportunities, can rarely in that month 
find a day fit for their purpose), and tell you 
that, upon my knowledge, these flies in a warm 
sun, for an hour or 'two in the day, are certainly 
taken. 
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JANUARY. 

1. A Red Brown, with wings of the male of a 
mallard, almost white; the dubbing, of the tail of 
a black long-coated cur, such as they commonly 
make muffs of; for the hair on the tail of such a 
dog dyes and turns to a red brown, but the hair of 
a smooth-coated dog of the same color will not do, 
because it will not dye, but retains its natural 
color. And this fly is taken, in a warm sun, this 
whole month through. 

2. There is also a very little Bright-Dun Gnat, 
as little as can possibly be made, so little as never 
to be fished with, with above one hair next the 
hook ; and this is to be made of a mixed dubbing of 
marten's fiir, and the white of a hare's-scut ; with 
a very white and small wing. And 'tis no great 
matter how fine you fish, for nothing wijl rise in 
this month but a Grayling ; and of them I never, 
at this season, saw any taken with a fly, of above a 
foot long, in my life ; but of little ones, about the 
bigness of a smelt, in a warm day and a glowing 
sun, you may take enough with these two flies ; 
and they are both taken the whole month through. 

FEBRUARY. 

r. Where the Red Brown of the last month 
ends, another, almost of the same color, begins 
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with this ; saving, that the dubbing of this must be 
of something a blacker color, and both of them 
warpt on with red silk. The dubbing that should 
make this fly, and that is the truest color, is to be 
got off the black spot of a hog's ear i not that 
a black spot in any part of the hog will not 
afford the same color, but that the hair in that 
place is by many degrees softer, and more fit for 
the purpose : his wing must be as the other ; and 
this kills all this month, and is called the Lesser 
Red-Brov^'n. 

3. This month also a Plain Hackle, or Palmer- 
fly, made with a rough black body, either of black 
spaniel's fur, or the whirl of an ostrich- feather, and 
the red hackle of a capon over all, will kill ; and, 
if the weather be right, make very good sport. 

3. Also a Lesser Hackle with a black body 
also, silver-twist over that, and a red feather over 
all, will fill your pannier, if the month be open, and 
not bound up in ice, and snow, with very good fish ; 
but in case of a frost and snow, you are to angle 
only with the smallest gnats, browns, and duns, 
you can make ; and with those are only to expect 
Graylings no bigger than sprats. 

4. In this month, upon a whirling round water, 
we have a Great Hackle; the body black, and 
wrapped with a red feather of a capon untrimmed ; 
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that is, the whole length of the hackle staring out 
(for we sometimes barb the Hackle -feather short 
all over, sometimes barb it only a little, and some- 
times barb it close underneath) ; leaving the whole 
length of the feather on the top or back of the fly, 
which makes it swim better, and, as occasion 
serves, kills very great fish. 

5, We make use also, in this month, of another 
Great Hackle ; the body black, and ribbed over 
with gold twist, and a red feather over all ; which 
also does great execution. 

6, Also a Great Don, made with dun bear's 
hair, and the wings of the gray feather of a mallard 
near unto his tail ; which is absolutely the best fly 
can be thrown upon a river this month, and with 
which an angler shall have admirable sport. 

7. We have also this month the Great Blue 
Dun; the dubbing of the bottom of bear's hair 
next to the roots, mixed with a little blue camlet ; 
the wings of the dark gray feather of a mallard. 

8. We have also this month a Dark Brown; 
the dtibbing of a brown hair off the flank of a 
brended cow, and the wings of the gray drake's 
feather. 

And note, that these several Hackles, or Palmet- 
flies, are some for one water and one sky, and 
some for another; and, according to the change 
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of those »e alter their si?e ani color And note 
also that buth m this and all other months of the 
>ear whtn yuu do not certainlj kno« what fly is 
tiken or cannot see any fish to rise you are then 
to put on a small Hackle if the water be clear or 
1 bi£,ger if something dark until >ou h'ne taken 
jne and then thrusting jour finger through his 
fjilh to pill out his gorge which being opened 
«ith jour knife ^on will then d sco\er what flj is 
taken anl maj fit jourselt accordingly 

For the making of a H^tkle or Palmer flj mj 
tathrr Walton hv, alrcadj Huen jou suftn.ient 
direction 

MARCH. 

For this month you are to use all the same 
Hackles, and flies with the other ; but you are to 
make them less. 

1, We have besides for this month, a little Dun 
called a Whirung-Dun, though it is not the Whirl- 
ing-Dun indeed, which is one of the best flies we 
have ; and for this the dubbing must be of the 
bottom fur of a squirrel's tail, and the wing of the 
gray feather of a drake. 

2. Also a Bright Brown; the dubbing either 
of the brown of a spaniel, or that of a cow's ftank, 
with a gray wing. 
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3. Also a Whitish Dun, made of the roots of 
camel's hair, and the wings of the gray feather of a 
mallard. 

4. There is also for this month a fly, called the 
Thorn-Tree Fly ; the dubbing an absolute black, 
mixed with eight or ten hairs of Isabella- colored 
mohair, the body as little as can be made, and 
the wings of a bright mallard's feather: an ad- 
mirable fly, and in great repute amongst us for a 
killer. 

5. There is, beside this, another Blue Dun, 
the dubbing of which it is made being thus to 
be got. Take a small-tooth comb, and with it 
comb the neck of a black greyhound, and the 
down that sticks in the teeth will be the finest blue 
that ever you saw. The wii^s of this fly can 
hardly be too white ; and he is taken about the 
tenth of this month, and lasteth till the four-and- 
twentieth, 

6. From the tenth of this month also, till towards 
the end, is taken a little Black Gnat : the dubbing 
either of the fur of a black water-dog, or the down 
of a young black water-coot ; the wings of the 
male of a mallard, as white as may be ; the body 
as little as you can i^ossibly make it, and the wings 
as short as his body. 

7. From the sixteenth of this month also, to the 
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end of it, we use a Bright Brown ; the dubbing 
for which is to be had out of a skinner's lime-pils, 
and of the hair of an abortive caJf, which the lime 
will turn to be so bright as to shine like gold ; for 
the wings of this fly, the feather of a brown hen 
is best ; which fly is also taken till the tenth of 
April, 



All the same Hackles and flies that were taken 
in March will be taken in this month also ; with 
this distinction only concerning the flies, that ail 
the browns be lapped with red silk, and the duns 
with yellow. 

1. To these a Small Bright Brown, made of 
spaniel's fur, with a light gray wing, in a bright day 
and a clear water, is very well taken. 

2. We have too a httle Dark Brown ; the dub- 
bing of that color, and some violet camlet mixed, 
and the wing of a gray feather of a mallard. 

3. From the sixth of this month to the tenth, 
we have also a fly called the Violet-Fly ; made 
of a dark violet stuff, with the wings of the gray 
feather of a mallard. 

4. About the tweliWi of this month comes in the 
fly called the Whirling-Dun, which is taken every 
day, about the mid-time of day, all this month 
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through, and by fits from thence to the end of 
June ; and is commonly made of the down of a 
fox-cub, which is of an ash color at the roots, next 
the skin, and ribbed about with yellow silk ; the 
wings of the pale gray feather of a mallard. 

5 . There is also a Yellow Dun ; the dubbing 
of camel's hair, and yellow camlet or wool, mixed, 
and a white-gray wing. 

6. There is a!so, this month, another LnrLE 
Brown, besides that mentioned before ; made with 
a very slender body, the dubbing of dark brown, 
and violet camlet mixed, and a gray wing ; which, 
though the direction for the making be near the 
other, is yet another fly ; and will take when the 
other will not, especially in a bright day, and a 
clear water. 

7. About the twentieth of this month comes in 
a fly called the Horse-flesh Fly ; the dubbing of 
which is a blue mohair, with pink-colored and red 
tammy mixed, a light-colored wing, and a dark 
brown head. This fly is taken best in an evening, 
and kills from two hours before sunset till twilight ; 
and is taken the month through. 



And now. Sir, that we are entering into the 
month of May, I think it requisite to beg not only 
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your attention, but also your best patience ; for I 
must now be a little tedious with you, and dwell 
upon this month longer than ordinary ; which that 
you may the better endure, I must tell you, this 
month deserves and requires to be insisted on, 
forasmuch as it alone, and the next following, 
afford more pleasure to the Fly-Angler than all 
the rest. And here it is that you are to expect an 
account of the Green-Drake, and Stone-fly, prom- 
ised you so long ago, and some others that are 
peculiar to this month, and part of the month 
following ; and that, though not so great either in 
bulk or name, do yet stand in competition with the 
two before named ; and so, that it is yet undecided, 
amongst the anglers, to which of the pretenders to 
the title of the May-fly it does properly and duly 
belong. Neither dare I, where so many of the 
learned in this art of Angling are got in dispute 
about the controversy, take upon me to deter- 
mine ; but I think I ought to have a vote amongst 
them, and according to that privilege shall give 
you my free opinion; and peradventure when I 
have told you all, you may incline to think me in 
the right. 

VuT, I have so great a deference to your judg- 
ment in these matters, that I must always be of 
your opinion ; and the more you speak, the faster 
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I grow to my attention, for I can never be weary 
of hearing you upon this subject. 

Pisc. Why that 's encouragement enough ; and 
now prepare yourself for a tedious lecture ; but I will 
first begin with the flies of less esteem, — though 
almost anything will take a Trout in May, — that I 
may afterwards insist the longer upon those of 
greater note and reputation. Know, therefore, that 
the first fly we take notice of in this month, is called 

1. The Turkey-Fly; dubbing ravelled out of 
some blue stuff, and lapped about with yellow silk ; 
the wings of a gray mallard's feather, 

2. Next a Great Hackle or Palmer-Fly, with 
a YELLOW BODY ; iibbcd with gold twist, and laige 
wings of a mallard's feather dyed yellow, with a 
red capon's hackle over all. 

3. Then a Bi^CK Flv ; the dubbing of a black 
spaniel's fur, and the wings of a gray mallard's 
feather. 

4. After that a Light Brown, with a slender 
body; the dubbing twirled upon small red siik, 
and raised with the point of a needle, that the ribs 
or rows of silk may appear through ; the wings of 
the gray feather of a mallard. 

5 . Next a LriTLE Don ; the dubbing of a bear's 
dun whirled upon yellow silk, the wings of the gray 
feather of a mallard. 
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6. Then a White Gnat, with a pale wing, and a 
black head. 

7. There is also this month a fly called the 
Peacock-Fly; the body made of a whirl of a 
peacock's feather, with a red head, and wings of 
a mallard's feather. 

8. We have then another very killing Ry, known 
by the name of the Dun-Cut ; the dubbing of 
which is a bear's dun, with a little blue and yellow 
mixed with it, a large dun wing, and two horns at 
the head, made of the hairs of a squirrel's tail. 

9. The next is the Cow-Lady, a little fly; the 
body of a peacock's feather, the wing of a red 
feather, or strips of the red hackle of a cock. 

lo \\c haie then the Cow Duvg Fh\ the 
dubbmg light brown anl yellow mixed the wing 
the dark gray feather of a mallard \nd note 
that besides these aboie mentioned all the same 
Hackles and fiies the Harkles only brighter and 
the flies smiller that are taken m \pnl w^ll also 
be taken this month as also all Browns and Duns 
An 1 now I come to m\ Stone Fl> ^nd Green 
Drake, which are the Matadores for Trout and 
Grayling; and, in their season, kill more fish in 
our Derbyshire rivers than all the rest, past and to 
come, in the whole year besides. 

But first I am to tell you, that we have four 
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several flies which contend for the title of the 
May-fly ; iiamely, 

The Green- Drake, 
The Stone- Fly, 
The Black-Flv, and 
The Little Yellow May-Fly. 
\nd all these have the r Lhampions and advo 
ates to di'.pute and ple^d thetr pnonty though 
I do not understan 1 wh) the two list named 
hculi the first two having so mamfestlj the ad 
vatitige both in their beauty and the wonderful 
execution thty do in their season 

II Of these the (ireen Draxe comes in about 
the twenteth of this mon h or betwixt that and 
the litter end for the\ tre bomet mes sooner and 
so Titt mes later according to the quality of the 
)eaT but ne^er well taken till towards the end 
of this month and the beginning of June The 
Si VE Fly comes m irh booner so earl} as the 
miiile of -^pril bit is neter weU taken till 
towards the middle of Ma> anl continues to kill 
mu h 1 anger than the Green Drake stays with us 
— s:> lonj, as to the end almost of June and m 
ieed so long as there are anj of them to be seen 
upon the water and sometimes m an artificial fly 
and lite at night r bef re s nr se in a morning 
I n£,cr 
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Now both these flies, and, I beheve, many others, 
though I think not all, are certainly and demon- 
stratively bred m the lery riveni where the\ are 
taken our Cadis or Lod bait, nhich he under 
btones in the bottom of the water, most ol them 
turning into those two flies and, being gathered 
in the husk or crust, near the time of their niatu 
ntj, are ^er\ etsili known and distinguished , and 
are of ill other the most remarkable, both for their 
size, as bemg of all other the biggest the shortest 
of them bemg a full inch long, or more, and for 
the execution they do, the Trout and Grayling 
being much more greedy of them than of any 
others; and indeed, the Trout never feeds fat, 
nor comes into his perfect season, till these flies 
come in. 

Of these, the Green-Drake never discloses from 
his husk, till he be first there grown to full matu- 
rity, body, wings, and all ; and then he creeps out 
of his cell, but with his wings so crimped and 
ruffled, by being pressed together in that narrow 
room, that they are, for some hours, totally useless 
to him ; by which means he is compelled either to 
creep upon the flags, sedges, and blades of grass, 
if his first rising from the bottom of the water be 
near the banks of the river, till the air and sun 
stiffen and smooth them ; or, if his first appearance 
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above water happen to be in the middle, he then 
Ues upon the surface of the water like a ship at 
hull ; for his feet are totally useless to him there, 
and he cannot creep upon the water as the Stone- 
fly can, until his wings have got stiflhess to fly with, 
if by some Trout or Graylii^ he be not taken in 
the interim, which ten to one he is ; and then his 
wings stand high, and closed exact upon his back, 
like the butterfly, and his motion in flyii^ is the 
same. His body is, in some, of a paler, in others, 
of a darker yellow, for they are not all exactly of a 
color; ribbed with rows of green, long, slender, 
and growing sharp towards the tail, at the end of 
which he has three long small whisks of a very dark 
color, almost black, and his tail turns up towards 
his back like a mallard; from whence, question- 
less, he has his name of the Green-Drake. These, 
as I think I told you befote, we commonly dape 
or dibble with; and, having gathered great store 
of them into a long draw-box, with holes in the 
cover to give them air, where also they will con- 
tinue fresh and vigorous a night or more, we take 
them out thence by the wings, and bait them thus 
upon the hook. We first take one, for we com- 
monly fish with two of them at a time, and, putting 
the point of the hook into the thickest part of his 
body under one of his wings, run it directly through. 
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and out at the other side, leaving him spitted cross 
upon the hook and then taking the other, put him 
on after the s-ime manner, but ivith his head the 
ontrary wa\ m which posture they will live upon 
the hook and play with their wings for a quarter of 
in hour or more but you must have a care to 
keep their wmgs dr^ both from the water, and also 
that lour finger; be not wet when you take them 
out to bait them for then your bait is spoiled. 

Ha\ing now told you how to angle with this fly 
alue, I am now to tell you next, how to make an 
artificial- fly, that will so perfectly resemble him, as 
to be taken in a rough windy day when no flies 
can lie upon the water, nor are to be found about 
the banks and sides of the river, to a wonder ; and 
with which you shall certainly kill the best Trout 
and Grayling in the river. 

The artificial Green-Drake, then, is made upon 
a large hook ; the dubbing, camel's hair, bright 
bear's hair, the soft down that is combed from a 
hog's bristles and yellow camlet, well mixed to- 
gether ; the body long, and ribbed about with 
green silk, or rather yellow, waxed with green wax, 
the whisks of the tail, of the long hairs of sables, 
or fitchet, and the wings of the white-gray feather 
of a mallard, dyed yellow ; which also is to be 
dyed thus. 
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Take the root of a Barbary-tree, and shave it, 
and put to it woody viss, with as much alum as 
a walnut, and boil your feathers in it with rain- 
water ; and they will be of a very fine yellow. 

I have now done with the Green-Drake ; except- 
ing to tell you, that he is taken at all hours during 
his season, whilst there is any day upon the sky ; 
and with a made-fly I once took, ten days after 
he was absolutely gone, in a cloudy day, after a 
shower, and in a whistling wind, five and thirty 
very great Trouts and Graylings, betwixt five and 
eight of the clock in the evening; and had no 
less than five or six flies, with three good hairs 
apiece, taken from me in despite of my heart, 
besides. 

12. I should now come next to the Stone-fly, 
but there is another gentieman in my way, that 
must of necessity come in between; and that is the 
Gray-Drake, which, in all shapes and dimensions, 
is perfectly the same with the other, but quite 
almost of another color ; being of a paler and more 
livid yellow and green, and ribbed with black quite 
down his body, with black, shining wings, and so 
diaphanous and tender, cobweb-like, that they are 
of no manner of use for daping, but come in and 
are taken afi;er the Green-Drake, and in an artifi- 
cial fly kill very well ; which fly is thus made : the 
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dubbing of the down of a hog's bristles, and biack 
bpaniel's fur, mixed, and ribbed down the body 
with black silk, the whisks of the hairs of the beard 
of a black cat, and the wings of the black-gray 
feather of a mallard. 

And now I come to the Stone-Flv, but am afraid 
I have already wearied your patience ; which if I 
have I beseech you freely tell me so, and I will 
defer the remaining instructions for Fly- Angling till 
some other time. 

ViAT. No, tmly. Sir, 1 can never be weary of 
hearing you. But if you think fit, because I am 
afraid I am too troublesome, to refresh yourself 
with a glass and a pipe : you may afterwards pro- 
peed, and I shall be exceedingly pleased to hear 

Pisc. I thank you, Sir, for that motion ; for, 
believe me, I am dry with talking. Here, Boy ! 
give us here a bottle, and a glass; and. Sir, my 
service to you, and to all our friends in the South. 

ViAT. Your servant. Sir, and I '11 pledge you as 
heartily ; for the good powdered beef 1 eat at 
dinner, or something else, has made me thirsty. 
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THE SECOND DAY. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

Viator. 

OO, Sr, I am now ready for another lesson, so 

'^ soon as you please to give it me. 

Pisc. And I, Sir, as ready to give you the best 
I can. Having told you the time of the Stone-fly's 
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coming in, and tliat lie is bred of a cadis in the 
very river where lie is taken, I am next to tell you, 
that, 

13. This same Stone-Fly has not the patience 
to continue in his crust, or husk, till his wings be 
fuli grown ; but so soon as ever they begin to put 
out, that he feels himself strong (at which time we 
call him a Jack), squeezes himself out of prison, 
and crawls to the top of some stone ; where, if he 
can find a chink that will receive him, or can creep 
betwixt two stones, the one lying hollow upon the 
other (which, by the way, we also lay so purposely 
to find them), he there lurks till his wings be full 
grown, and there is your only place to find him ; 
and from thence doubtless he derives his name : — 
though, for want of such convenience, he will make 
shift with the hollow of a bank, or any other place 
where the wind cannot come to fetch him off. His 
body is bag, and pretty thick, and as broad at the 
tail, almost, as in the middle : his color a very fine 
brown, ribbed with yellow, and much yellower on 
the belly than the back : he has two or three 
whisks also at the tag of his tail, and two little 
horns upon his head : his wings, when full grown, 
are double, and flat down his back, of the same 
color but rather darker than his body, and longer 
than it ; though he makes but little use of them, for 
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>ou shall rarely see him fljing though ofttn swim 
ming and paddhng, with sL\eral feet he has under 
his hellj upon the water, without stirnng a wing 
But the Drake will mount steeple high mto the air , 
though he ib to be found upon dags and grass too, 
and indeed e\er\-Khere high ind lo« near the 
river ; there being so many of them in their season, 
as, were they not a very inoffensive insect, would 
look like a plague : and these Drakes (since I for- 
got to tell you before, I will tell you here) are 
taken by the fish to that incredible degree, that, 
upon a calm day, you shall see the still-deeps con- 
tinually all over circles by the fishes rising, who will 
gorge themselves with those flies, till they purge 
again out of their gills : and the Trouts are at that 
time so lusty and strong, that one of eight or ten 
inches long will then more struggle and tug, and 
more endanger your tackle, than one twice as big 
in winter : hut pardon this digression. 

This Stone-Fly, then, we dape or dibble with, 
as with the Drake, but with this difference : that 
whereas the Green-Drake is common both to 
stream and still, and to all hours of the day, we 
seldom dape with this but in the streams, for in a 
whistling wind a made-fly in the deep is better, — 
and rarely but early and late, it not being so proper 
for the mid-time of the day ; though a great Gray- 
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ling will then take it very well in a siiarp stream, 
and here and there a Trout too, but much better 
towards eight, nine, ten, or eleven of the clock at 
night, at which time also the best fish rise, and the 
later the better, provided you can see your fly ; and 
when you cannot, a made-fly will murder, which is 
to be made thus : the dubbing of bear's dun with 
a little brown and yellow camlet very well mixed ; 
but so placed, that your fly may be more yellow on 
the belly and towards the tail underneath than in 
any other part ; and you are to place two or three 
hairs of a black cat's beard on the top of the hook, 
in your arming, so as to be turned up, when you 
warp on your dubbing, and to stand almost upright, 
and staring one from another : and note that your 
fly is to be ribbed with yellow silk ; and the wings 
long, and very large, of the dark gray feather of a 
mallard. 

r4. The next May-fly is the Black-Fly; made 
with a black body, of the whirl of an ostrich- 
feather, ribbed with silver- twist, and the black 
hackle of a cock over all ; and is a killing fly, but 
not to be named with either of the other. 

15. The last May-fly, that is of the four pre- 
tenders, is the LriTLE Yellow May-Fly ; in shape 
exactly the same with the Green-Drake, but a very 
little one, and of as bright a yellow as can be seen ; 
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which is made of a bright yellow camlet, and the 
wings of a white-gray feather dyed yellow. 

16. The last fly for this month, and which con- 
tinues all June, though it comes in in the middle 
of May, is the fly called the CAMLm-FLY ; in shape 
like a moth, with fine diapered, or water-wings, 
and with which, as I told you before, I sometimes 
used to dibble; and Grayling wiii rise mightily 
at it. But the artificial fly, which is only in use 
amongst our Anglers, is made of a dark-brown 
shining camlet, ribbed over with a very small light- 
green aiik, the wings of the double-gray feather 
of a mallard ; and 't is a killing fly for small fish. 
And so much for May. 

JUNE. 

From the first to the four-and- twentieth, the 
Green-Drake and Stone-fly are taken, as I told you 
before. 

1. From the twelfth to the four-and- twentieth, 
late at night, is taken a fly, called the Owl-Fly, 
the dubbing of a white weasel's tail, and a white- 
gray wing. 

2. We have then another Dun, called the Baem- 
Flv, from its yeasty color ; the dubbing of the fur 
of a yellow-dun cat, and a gray wing of a mallard's 
feather. 
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3. We have also a Hackle with a purple body, 
whipped about with a red capon's feather. 

4. As also a Gold-twist Hackle with a purple 
body, whipped about with a red capon's feather. 

5. To these we have, this month, a Flesh-Fly ; 
the dubbing of a black spaniel's fur, and blue wool 
mixed, and a gray wing. 

6. Also another Little Flesh-Fly ; the body 
made of the whirl of a peacock's feather, and the 
wings of the gray feather of a drake. 

7. We have then the Peacock- Fly; the body 
and wing both made of the feather of that bird. 

8. There is also the Flying- Ant, or Ant- Fly; 
the dubbing of brown and red camlet mixed, with 
a light gray wing, 

9. We have likewise a Brown Gnat ; with a very 
slender body of brown and violet camlet well mixed, 
and a light gray wing. 

10. And another little Black Gnat ; the dubbing 
of black mohair, and a white-gray wing. 

11 . As also a Green Grasshopper j the dubbing 
of green and yellow wool mixed, ribbed over with 
green silk, and a red capon's feather over all. 

12. And lastly, a little Dun Grasshopper; the 
body slender, made of a dun camlet, and a dun 
hackle at the top. 
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JULY. 

First, al! the small flies that were taken in June 
are also taken in this month. 

1 . We have then the Orange- Fly ; the dubbing 
of orange wool, and the wings of a black feather. 

2. Also a little White Dun; the body made 
of white mohair, and the wings blue, of a heron's 
feather. 

3. We have likewise this month a Wasp- Fly ; 
made either of a dark brown dubbing, or else the 
fur of a black cat's tail, ribbed about with yellow 
silk, and the wing of the gray feather of a mallard. 

4. Another fly taken this month is a Black- 
Hackle; the body made of the whirl of a pea- 
cock's feather, and a black hackle -feather on the 
top. 

5. We have also another, made of a peacock's 
whirl without wings. 

6. Another fly also is taken this month, called the 
Shell-Fl¥ ; the dubbing of yellow-green Jersey- 
wool, and a little white hog's hair mixed, which I 
call the Palm-fly : and do believe it is taken for a 
palm, that drops off the willows into the water ; for 
this fly I have seen Trouts take little pieces of moss, 
as they have swam down the river; by which I 
conclude that the best way to hit the right color is 
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to compare your dubbing with the moss, and mix 
the colors as near as you can, 

7. There is also taken this month, a Black-Blue 
Dun ; the dubbing of the fur of a black rabbit 
mixed with a little yellow, the wings of the feather 
of a blue pigeon's wing. 



The same flies with July, 

1 . Then another Ant- Fly ; the dubbing of the 
black-brown hair of a cow, some red warped in 
for the tag of his tail, and a dark wing. A killing 

ay. 

2. Next a fty called a Fern- Fly; the dubbing 
of the fur of a hare's neck, that is, of the color 
of fem or bracken, with a darkish-gray wing of a 
mallard's feather. A killer too. 

3. Besides these we have a White Hai;kle ; the 
body of white mohair, and warped about with a 
white hackle- feather ; and this is assuredly taken 
for thistle-down. 

4. We have also this month a Harry-Long- 
Le(3s ; the body made of bear's dun and blue wool 
mixed, and a brown hackle -feather over all. 

Lastly, In this month all the same browns and 
duns are taken that were taken in May. 
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SEPTEMBER. 

This month the same flies are taken that are 
taken in April. 

1. To which I shall only add a Camel- Brown 
Fly ; the dubbing pulled out of the lime of a wall, 
whipped about with red silk, and a daj'kish-gray 
mallard's feather for the wing. 

2. And one other, for which we have no name, 
but it is made of the black hair of a badger's skin, 
mixed with the yellow softest down of a sanded 



The same flies are taken this month that v 
taken in March. 



The same flies that were taken in February are 
taken this month also. 

DECEMBER. 

Few men angle with the fly this month, no more 
than they do in January ; but yet, if the weather 
be warm, — as I have known it sometimes in my 
life to be, even in this cold country, where it is 
[east expected, — then a brown that looks red in 
the hand, and yellowish betwixt your eye and the 
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sun, will both raise and kill in a clear water, and 
free from snow-broth ; but, at the best, 't is hardly 
worth a man's labor. 

And now, Sir, I have done with Fly-fishing, or 
angling at the top; excepting once more to tell 
you, that of all these, — and I have named you a 
great many very killing flies, — none are fit to be 
compared with the Drake and Stone-Fly, both for 
many and very great fish. And yet there are some 
days that are by no means proper for the sport ; 
and in a calm you shall not have near so much 
sport, even with daping, as in a whistling gale of 
wind, for two reasons, both because you are not 
then so easily discovered by the fish, and also be- 
cause there are then but few flies that can Ue upon 
the water; for where they have so much choice, 
you may easily imagine they will not be so eager 
and forward to rise at a bait, that both the shadow 
of your body, and that of your rod, nay, of your 
verj' line, in a hot, calm day, will, in spite of your 
best caution, render suspected to them ; but even 
then, in swift streams, or by sitting down patiently 
behind a willow-bush, you shall do more execution 
than at almost any other time of the year with any 
other fly ; though one may sometimes hit of a day, 
when he shall come home very well satisfied with 
sport with several other flies. But with these two. 
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the Green-Drake and the Stone-Fly, I do verily 
believe I could, some days in my life, had I not 
been weary of slaughter, have loaden a lusty boy ; 
and have sometimes, I do honestly assure you, 
given over upon the mere account of satiety of 
sport ; which will be no hard matter to believe, 
when I likewise assure you that, with this very fly, 
I have, in this very river that runs by us, in three 
or four hours, taken thirty, five and thirty, and 
forty of the best Trouts in the river. What shame 
and pity is it, then, that such a river should be 
destroyed by the basest sort of people, by those 
unlawful ways of fire and netting in the night, and 
of damming, groping, spearing, hanging, and hook- 
ing by day ! which are now grown so common, 
that, though we have very good laws to punish 
such offenders, every rascal does it, for aught I see, 

To conclude, I cannot now, in honesty, but 
frankly teli you, that many of these flies I have 
named, at least so made as we make them here, 
will peradventure do you no great service in your 
southern rivers ; and wiU not conceal from you 
but that I have sent flies to several friends in 
London, that, for aught I could ever hear, never 
did any great feats with them ; and, therefore, if 
you intend to profit by my instructions, you must 
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come to angle with me here in the Peak ; and so, 
if you please, let us walk up to supper ; and to- 
morrow, if the day be windy, as our days here 
commonly are, 't is ten to one but we shall take a 
good dish of fish for dinner. 
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THE THIRD DAY. 

CHAPTER IX. 

PiSCATOR. 

A GOOD day to you, Sir ; I see you will always 
"^ *■ be stirring before me. 

VuT. Why, to tell you the truth, I am so allured 
with the sport I had yesterday, that I long to be at 
the river again ; and when I heard the wind sing 
in my chamber- window, could forbear no loiter, 
but leap out of bed, and had just made an end of 
dressing myself as you came in. 

Pisc. Well, I am both glad you are so ready for 
the day, and that the day is so fit for you. And 
look you, I have made you three or four flies this 
morning; this silver-twist hackle, this bear's dun, 
this light brown, and this dark brown, any of which 
I dare say will do ; but you may try them all, and 
see which does best : only I must ask your pardon 
that I cannot watt upon you this morning, a iittie 
business being fallen out, that for two or three 
hours will deprive me of your company ; but I 'H 
come and call you home to dinner, and my man 
shall attend you. 
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ViAT. 0, Sir, mind your affairs by all means. 
Do but lend me a little of your skill to these fine 
flies, and, unless it have forsaken me since yester- 
day, I shall find luck of my own, I hope, to do 
something. 

Pisc. The best instruction I can give you, is 
that, seeing the wind curls the water, and blows 
the right way, you would now angle up the still- 
deep to-day ; for betwixt the rocks where the 
streams are you would find it now too brisk ; and, 
besides, I would have you take fish in both waters. 

ViAT. I 'II obey your direction, and so a good 
morning to you. Come, young man, let you and I 
walk together. But hark you. Sir, I have not done 
with you yet ; I expect another lesson for angling 
at the bottom, in the afternoon. 

Pisc. Well, Sir, I '11 be ready for you. 
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THE THIRD DAY. 
CHAPTER X. 

PiSCATOR. 

/~\ SIR, are you returned? You have but just 
^^ prevented me. I was coming to call you. 

ViAT. I am glad, then, I have saved you the 
labor. 
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Pisc. And how have you sped ? 

ViAT. You shall see that, Sir, presently ; look 
you, Sir, here are three * brace of 
Trouts, one of them the biggest but souiE^cou'nt" 
one that ever I killed with a fly in my 
life ; and yet I lost a bigger than that, with my 
fly to boot; and here are three Graylings, and 
one of them longer by some inches than that I 
took yesterday, and yet I thought that a good one 
too. 

Pisc ^Vhy you ha^e made a pretty good mom 
ing's work on t, and now Sir, what think you of 
our ri\er Do\e? 

Vi-iT I thmk It to be the best Trout nver in 
England and am so far in loie with it, that it it 
were mine and that I could keep it to myself I 
would not exchange that water for all the land it 
runs over to be totally debarred from it 

PibC That compliment to the nver speaks ^ou 
a true lover of the art of ^nglinf, and now bir, 
to make part of amends for sending \ou so un 
civilly out alone this morning I wdl myself dress 
you this dish offish for your dinner; walk but into 
the parlor, you will find one book or other in the 
window to entertain you the while ; and you shall 
have it presently. 

ViAT. Well, Sir, I obey you. 
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Pisc. Look you. Sir ! have I not made haste? 

ViAT, Believe me, Sir, that you have ; and it 
looks so well, I long to be at it. 

Pisc. Fall to, then. Now, Sir, what say you, am 
I a tolerable cook or no ? 

ViAT. So good a one, that I did never eat so 
good fish in my life. This fish is infinitely better 
than any I ever tasted of the kind in my life. 
'Tis quite another thing than our Trouts about 
London, 

Pisc. You would say so, if that Trout you eat of 
were in right season ; but pray eat of the Grayling, 
which, upon my word, at this time, is by much the 
better fish. 

ViAT. In earnest, and so it is. And I have one 
request to make to you, which is, that as you have 
taught me to catch Trout and Grayling, you will 
now teach me how to dress them as these are 
dressed ; which, questionless, is of all other the 
best way. 

Pisc. That I will, Sir, with all my heart; and 
am glad you like them so well, as to make that 
request. And they are dressed thus : — 

Take your Trout, wash, and dry him with a clean 
napkin ; then open him, and, having taken out his 
guts, and all the blood, wipe him very dean within, 
but wash him not ; and give him three scotches 
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with a knife to the bone, on one side only. After 
which take a clean kettle, and put in as much hard 
stale beer (but it must not be dead), vinegar, and 
a little white wine, and water, as will cover the fish 
you intend to boil ; then throw into the liquor a 
good quantity of salt, the rind of a lemon, a hand- 
ful of sliced horse-radish root, with a handsome 
little fagot of rosemary, thyme, and winter- savory. 
Then set your kettle upon a quick fire of wood, 
and let your liquor boil up to the height before 
you put in your fish ; and then, if there be many, 
put them in one by one, that they may not so cool 
the liquor, as to make it fall. And whilst your fish 
is boiling, beat up the butter for your sauce with a 
ladleful or two of the liquor it is boiling in. And, 
being boiled enough, immediately pour the liquor 
from the fish ; and, being laid in a dish, pour your 
butter upon it ; and, strewing it plentifully over 
with shaved horse-radish, and a little pounded 
ginger, garnish your sides of your dish, and the 
fish itself with a sliced lemon or two, and ser\'e 
it up. 

A Grayling is also to be dressed exactly after the 
same manner, saving that he is to be scaled, which 
a Trout never is ; and that must be done, either 
with one's nails, or very lightly and carefully with 
a knife for bruising the fish. And note, that these 
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kinds of fish, a Trout especially, if he is not eaten 
within four or five hours after he be taken, is 
worth nothing. 

But come. Sir, I see you have dined ; and, 
therefore, if you please, we will walk down again 
to the little House, and there I will read you a 
lecture of Angling at the Bottom. 
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THE THIRD DAY. 
CHAFl'ER XI. 



OO, Sir, now we are here, and set, let me have 
*^ my instructions for Angling for Trout and 
Grayling, at the Bottom ; which, though not so 
easy, so cleanly, nor, as 't is said, so genteel, a way 
of fishing, as with a fly, is yet (if I mistake not) 
a good holding way, and takes fish when nothing 
else will. 

Pisc. You are in the right, it does so ; and a 
worm is so sure a bait at al! times, that, excepting 
in a flood, I would I had laid a thousand pounds 
that I killed fish more or less with it, winter or 
summer, every day throughout the year ; those days 
always excepted that, upon a more serious account, 
always ought so to be. But not longer to delay 
you, I will begin ; and tell you, that Angling 
at the Bottom is also commonly of two sorts ; — 
and yet there is a third way of angling with a 
ground-bait, and to verj' great effect too, as shall 
be said hereafter ; — namely, by Hand, or with a 
Cork or Float. 
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That we call Angling by Hand is of three 
sorts. 

The first : with a line about half the length of 
the rod, a good weighty plumb, and three hairs 
next the hook, which we call a running-line, and 
-with one large brandling, or a dew-worm of a 
moderate size, or two small ones of the first, or any 
other sort, proper for a Trout, of which my Father 
Walton has already given you the names, and saved 
me a labor ; or, indeed, almost any worm whatever ; 
for if a Trout be in the humor to bite, it must 
be such a worm as I never yet saw that he will 
refuse ; and if you fish with two, you are then 
to bait your hook thus. You are first to run the 
point of your hook in at the very head of your 
first worm, and so down through his body till it be 
past the knot, and then let it out, and strip the 
worm above the arming (that you may not bruise 
it with your fingers) till you have put on the other, 
by running the point of the hook in below the 
knot, and upwards through his body towards his 
head ; till it be but just covered with the head, 
which being done, you are then to slip the first 
worm down over the arming again, till the knots of 
both worms meet together. 

The second way of angling by hand, and with a 
running-line, is with a line sotnethii^ longer than 
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the former, and with tackle made after this same 
manner. At the utmost extremity of your hne, 
where the hook is always placed in all other ways 
of angling, you are to have a large pistol or cara- 
bine bullet, into which the end of your line is to 
be fastened with a peg or pin, even and close with 
the bullet ; and, about half a foot above that, a 
branch of line, of two or three handfals long, or 
more for a swift stream, with a hook at the end 
thereof baited with some of the forenamed worms ; 
and another, half foot above that j another, armed 
and baited after the same manner, but with an- 
other sort of worm, without any lead at all above : 
by which means you will always certainly find the 
true bottom in all depths ; which, with the plumbs 
upon your line above you can never do, but that 
your bait must always drag whilst you are sounding 
(which, in this way of Angling, must be con- 
tinually) , by which means you are like to have more 
trouble, and peradventure worse success. And 
both these ways of angling at the bottom are most 
proper for a dark and muddy water; by reason 
that in such a condition of the stream, a man may 
stand as near as he will, and neither his own 
shadow nor the roundness of his tackle will hinder 
his sport. 

The third way of angling by hand with a ground- 
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bait, and by much the best of all other, is, with a 
line full as long, or a yard and a half longer than 
your rod ; with no more than one hatr next the 
hook, and for two or three lengths above it ; and 
no more than one small pellet of shot for your 
plumb : your hook Httle ; your worms of the 
smaller brandlings, very well scoured ; and only 
one upon your hook at a time, which is thus to be 
baited : the point of your hook is to be put in at 
the very tag of his tail, and run up his body quite 
over all the arming, and still stripped on an inch 
at least upon the hair; the head and remaining 
pait hanging downward. And with this line and 
hook, thus baited, you are evermore to angle 
in the streams ; always in a clear, rather than a 
troubled water, and always up the river, still cast- 
ing out your worm before you with a light one- 
handed rod, like an artificial fly ; where it will be 
taken, sometimes at the top, or within a very little 
of the superficies of the water, and almost always 
before that light plumb can sink it to the bottom ; 
both by reason of the stream, and also that you 
must always keep your worm in motion by draw- 
ing still back towards you, as if you were angling 
with a By. And beheve me, whoever will try it, 
shall find this the best way of all other to angle 
with a worm, in a bright water especially; but 
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then his rod muit be very light and pliant, anil 
very true and finely made ; which, with a skilful 
hand, will do wonders, and in a clear stream is 
undoubtedly the best way of angling for a Trout or 
Grayling, with a worm, by many degrees, that any 
man can make choice of, and of most ease and 
delight to the angler. To which let me add, that 
if the angler be of a constitution that will suffer 
him to wade, and will slip into the tail of a shallow 
stream, to the calf of the leg or the knee, and su 
keep off the bank, he shall almost take what fish 
he pleases. 

The second way of angling at the bottom is 
with a cork or float. And that is also of two sorts : 
with a Worm, or with a Grub or Cadis. 

With a Worm, you are to have your line within 
a foot, or a foot and a half, as long as your rod, in 
a dark water with two, or, if you will, with three ; 
but in a clear water never with above one hair next 
the hook, and two or three for four or five lengths 
above it ; and a worm of what size you please : 
your plumbs fitted to your cork, your cork to the 
condition of the river (that is, to the swiftness or 
slowness of it), and both, when the water is very 
clear, as fine as you can ; and then you are never 
to bait with above one of the lesser sort of brand- 
lings ; or, if they are very little ones indeed, you 
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may then bail with two after the manner before 
directed. 

When you angle for a Trout, you are to do it as 
deep, that is, as near the bottom as you can, pro- 
vided your bait do not drag ; or if it do, a Trout 
will sometimes take it in that posture. If for a 
Grayling, you are then to fish further from the ' 
bottom, he being a fish that usually swims nearer 
to the middle of the water, and lies always loose ; 
or, however, is more apt to rise than a Trout, and 
more inclined to rise than to descend even to a 
ground- bait. 

With a Grub or Cadis, you are to angle with the 
same length of line, or if it be all out as long as 
) d he worse ; with never above one 

h f tw h ee lengths next the hook, and 

rk or float, and the least weight 
n that will but sink, and that the 
earn will allow ; which also you 
d the violence of the current, 
urns of a stream, or the eddies 
IS ; which also are the most 
in to kill a fish in a stream, 
bottom, 

ray ling, the Ash-grub, which is 
bent round from head to tail, 
der, with a red head ; or the 
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Dock-worm, or grub of a pale yellow longer 
(anker, and tougher thin the Dther with rows of 
feet all down hia bcll\ and a red head also , are 
the best, I sa\ foraGrajlmg because although a 
Trout will take both these the \sh grub especially, 
yet he does not do it so Ireelv as the other and I 
liave usually tiken ten Graylings lor one Trout with 
that bait; though if a Irout come I have observed 
that he is communl) a \ ery good one 

These baits we usuallj keep m bran m which an 
Ash-grub commonh grows tougher and will better 
endure baiting thoigh he is ^et so tender that it 
will be necessary to warp map ece of a stitt hair 
with your armmg ka\ing it atanling out about 
a straw-breadth at the head of jour hook bo as to 
keep the grub either from shppmg totalh off when 
baited, or at least down to the point ol the hook 
by which means your arming will be left wholly 
naked and bare which is neither so sightly nor 
so likely to be taken thuugh to help that which 
will however \ery oft fall out I alwajs arm the 
hook I design for this bait with the whitest horse 
hair I can choose which itself will resemble and 
shine like that bait and consequently will do more 
good, or less harm than an arming of an\ other 
color. These grubs are to be baited thus the 
hook is to be put in under the head or chaps of 
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the bait, and guided down the middle of the belly, 
without suffering it to peep out by the way (for 
then, the Ash-grub especially, will issue out water 
and milk, tiil nothing but the skin shall remain, 
and the bend of the hook wit! appear black through 
it) till the point of your hook come so low, that the 
head of your bait may rest, and stick upon the hair 
that stands out to hold it ; by which means it can 
neither slip of itself, neither will the force of the 
stream, nor quick pulling out, upon any mistake, 
strip it off. 

Now the Cadis, or Cod-bait, which is a sure 
killing bait, and, for the most part, by much surer 
than either of the other, may be put upon the 
hook, two or three together ; and i 
very great effect, joined to a worm, and s 
to an artificial fly to cover the point of the hook ; 
but is always to be angled with at the bottom, 
when by itself especially, with the finest tackle ; 
and is for all times of the year the most holding- 
bait of all other whatever, both for Trout and 
Grayling. 

There are several other baits, besides these few 
I have named you, which also do very great execu- 
tion at the bottom ; and some that are peculiar to 
certain countries and rivers, of which every Angler 
may in his own place make his own observation ; 
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and some others that I do not think fit to put you 
in mind of, because I would not corrupt you, and 
would have you, — as in all things ebe I observe 
you to be a very honest gentleman, a fair Angler. 
And so much for the second sort of angling for a 
Trout at the bottom. 

VuT. But, Sir, I beseech you give me leave to 
aslc you one question. Is there no art to be used 
to worms, to make them allure the fish, and in a 
manner compel them to bite at the bait? 

Pisc. Not that I know of: or did I know any 
such secret, I would not use it myself, and there- 
fore would not teach it you. Though I will not 
deny to you that, in my younger days, I have 
made trial of Oil of Osprey, Oil of Ivy, Camphor, 
Assafcetida, Juice of Nettles, and several other 
devices that I was taught by several Anglers I met 
with, but could never find any advantage by them ; 
and can scarce believe there is anything to be 
done that way: though I must tell you, I have 
seen some men, who I thought went to work no 
more artificially than I, and have yet with the same 
kind of worms I had, in my own sight, taken five, 
and sometimes ten, for one. But we '11 let that 
business alone, if you please. And, because we 
have time enough, and that I would deliver you 
from the trouble of any more lectures, I will, if 
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you please, proceed to the last way of angling for 
a Trout or Grayling, which is tn the middle ; after 
which I shall have no more to trouble you with. 

ViAT. 'T is no trouble, Sir, but the greatest 
satisfaction that can be, and I attend you. 
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THE THIRD DAY. 
CH.^PTER XII. 



PiSCATOR. 

A NGLING in the Middle, then, for Trout or 
Grayling, is of two sorts : with a Penk or 
Minnow for a Trout ; or with a Worm, Grab, 
or Cadis for a Grayling. 

For the first ; it is with a Minnow, half a foot, 
or a foot, within the superficies of the water. And 
as to the rest that concerns this sort of Angling, I 
shall wholly refer you to Mr. Walton's direction, 
who is undoubtedly the best Angler with a Minnow 
in England : only in plain truth I do not approve 
of those baits he keeps in salt, — unless where the 
living ones are not possibly to be had (though I 
know he frequently kills with them, and peradven- 
ture more than with any other, nay, I have seen 
him refuse a living one for one of them), — and 
much less of his artificial one ; for though we do 
it with a counterfeit 'fly, methinks it should hardly 
be expected that a man should deceive a fish with 
a counterfeit- fish. Which having said, I shall only 
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add, and that out of my own experience, that I 
do believe a Bull-head, with his gill-fins cut off, at 
some times of the year especially, to be a much 
better bait for a Trout than a Minnow, and a Loach 
much better than that ; to prove which I shall only 
tell you, that I have much oftener taken Trouts 
with a Bull-head or a I,oach in their throats (for 
there a Trout has questionless his first digestion) 
than a Minnow; and that one day especially, 
having angled a good part of the day with a 
Minnow, and that in as hopefiil a day, and as fit 
a water, as could be wished for that purpose, with- 
out raising any one fish ; I at last fell to it with the 
worm, and with that took fourteen in a very short 
space ; amongst all which there was not, to my 
remembrance, so much as one that had not a 
Loach or two, and some of them three, four, five, 
and six Loaches, in his throat and stomach ; from 
whence I concluded, that, had I angled with that 
bait, I had made a notable day's work of 't. 

But, after all, there is a better way of angling 
with a Minnow than perhaps is fit either to teach 
or to practise : to which I shall only add, that a 
Grayling will certainly rise at, and sometimes take 
a Minnow, though it will be hard to be believed 
by any one, who shall consitler the littleness of that 
fish's mouth, very unfit to take so great a bait ; but 
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't is affirmed by many, that he will sometimes do 
it, and I myself know it to be true ; for though I 
never took a Grayling so, yet a man of mine once 
did, and within so few paces of me, that I am as 
certain of it as I can be of anything I did not see ; 
and, which made it appear the more strange, the 
Grayling was not above eleven inches long. 

1 must here also beg leave of your Master, and 
mine, not to controvert, but to tell him, that I 
cannot consent to his way of throwing in his rod to 
an overgrown Trout, and afterwards recovering his 
fish with his tackle. For though I am satisfied he 
has sometimes done it, because he says so, yet I 
have found it quite otherwise ; and though I have 
taken with the Angle, I may safely say, some thou- 
sands of Trouts in my life, my top never snapped 
(though ray line stil! continued fast to the remain- 
ing part of my rod, by some lengths of line curled 
round about my top, and there fastened with waxed 
silk, against such an accident) nor my hand never 
slacked, or slipped by any other chance, but I 
almost always infallibly lost my fish, whether great 
or little, though my hook came home again. And 
I have often wondered how a Trout should so sud- 
denly disengage himself from so great a hook as 
that we bait with a Minnow, and so deep-bearded 
as those hooks commonly are ; when I have seen 



, Google 



412 THE COMPLETE ANGLER, [Part II. 

by the forenamed accidents, or the slipping of a 
knot in the upper part of the line, by sudden and 
hard striking, that though the line has immediately 
been recovered, almost before it could be all drawn 
into the water, the fish cleared, and was gone in a 
moment. And yet, to justify what he says, I have 
sometimes known a Trout, having carried away a 
whole line, found dead three or four days after, 
with the hook fest sticking in him ; but then it is 
to be supposed he had gorged it, which a Trout 
will do, if you be not too quick with him, when he 
comes at a Minnow, as sure and much sooner than 
a Pike ; and I myself have also, once or twice in 
my life, taken the same fish with my own fly stick- 
ing in his chaps, that he had taken from me the 
day before, by the slipping of a hook in the arming. 
But I am very confident a Trout will not be troubled 
two hours with any hook, that has so much as one 
handttil of line left behind with it, or that is not 
struck through a bone, if it be in any part of his 
mouth only ; nay, I do certainly know that a Trout, 
so soon as ever he feels himself pricked, if he 
carries away the hook, goes immediately to the 
bottom, and will there root like a hog upon the 
gravel, till he either nib out, or break the hook in 
the middle. And so much for this sort of angling 
in the middle for a Trout, 
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The second way of angling in the middle is with 
a Worm, Grub, Cadis, or any other ground-bait for 
a Grayling; and that is with a cork, and a foot 
from the bottom, a Grayling taking it much better 
there than at the bottom, as has been said before ; 
and this always in a clear water, and with the finest 
tackle. 

To which we may also, and with very good 
reason, add the third way of angling by hand with 
a ground-bait, as a third way of fishing in the 
middle, which is common to both Trout and Gray- 
ling ; and, as I said before, the best way of angling 
with a worm of all other I ever tried whatever. 

And now. Sir, I have said all I can at present 
think of concerning Angling for a Trout and Gray- 
Img and I doubt not have tired jou sufficiently; 
but I will gi>e JOU no more trouble of this kind 
whilst you stay which I hope vill be a good while 
longer 

ViAT That n 11 not be ibo\e a day longer; but 
if I live 1 11 May come twehcmonth, you are sure 
of me aga n e ther with mi Master Wahon or 
\ithout hira an I m the mean time shall acquaint 
him hoH m ith }0« ha^e made of me for his sake, 
an! I hope he k\es me well enough to thank you 
for it 
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[Par 



Pisc. I shall be glad. Sir, of your good company 
at the time you speai of, and shall be loath to 
part with you now ; but when you tell me you 
must go, I will then wait upon you more miles on 
your way than I have tempted you out of it, and 
heartily wish you a good journey. 
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LINN^AN ARRANGEMENT 

OF THE FISH 



Extracted from General Zoology, by George Shaw, M.D,, 
&c., &c, 1 and British Zoology, by Thomas Pen- 
nant, Esq., Edit, Loud,, 1812, 8vo. 

FJSHES form one great division of the Systema 
NaturjE of Linnseui ; and the most generally 
received modification thereof, by Dr. Shaw, arranges 
them under two great Classes, — to the former of 
which alone the present work has reference, — viz. 
those which have a Skeleton of Bans, and those 
which have a Skeleton of Cartilage. The Orders 
are founded upon circumstances connected with the 
Fins, which are named from their situation, Dorsal, 
or Back Fins ; Pectoral, or Breast Fins ; Ventral., or 
Belly Fins; Anal, or Vent Fin; and Caudal, or Tail 
Fin. 

The Ventral Fins are held to be analogous to the 
Feet of Quadrupeds; and from their absence, or rel- 
ative situation to the others, the Orders are taken. 
Such as want the Ventral Fins are named Apodal, 
or Footless ; such as have the Ventral -g^zctA before, or 
more forward thxa the Pectoral, are asxatd Jugular ; 
such as have them immediately under the Pectoral 
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are named Thoracic j and such as have them behind 
or beyond the Pectoral are named Abdominal. 

As the ensuing descriptions of the Fish are placed 
according to their scientific order, and not according 
to that of their occurrence in the preceding work, a 
reference to the chapter and the page in which they 
are treated of and represented is placed against each 
of the following Articles. 

ORDER I. 

No Ventral Fins. 
Genus Akoutlla, Eei. 

Head smooth. Nostrils tubular. Eyes covered by the 
common skin. Gill-membrane lo rayed. Body round- 
ish, smooth, mucous. Dorsal, Caudal, and Anal fins 
united. Spiracles behind ihe head or Pectoral fins. 
A. -uulgaris. Commsn Eel. Chap. XIII. page Z09. 
Olive-brown Eel, suhargenteous beneath, with the 
lower jaw longer than the upper. 

ORDER II. 
Jugular. 
Ventral Fins before the Pectoral. 
No example. 

ORDER III. 
Thoracic. 

Ventral Fins under the Pectoral. 
Genus Coitus, Bull-Head. 

Head broader than the body, spiny. Eyes vertical, and 
furnished with a nictitating membrane. Gill-membrane 
6 rayed. Body (in most species], without scales, atten- 
uated towards the tail. Dorsal fins (in most species). 
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C Gobio, Rhiir Bull-Head. Chap, xviir. pp. 25S, 260, 
SmooTh ye tlo wish-olive Bull-Head, variegated with 
black; beneath whitish- The Head furnished with a 
spine on each side. 
Genus Perca. Perch. 

Teeth sharp, iiicurvate. Gill-covers iriphyllous (ihtec- 
leaved], scaly, serrated. Dorsal fin spiny on the fore 
part. Scales (in most species) hard and rough. 
P. Fluvsatilis, Common Perch. Chap. xll. page 20j. 
Olivaceous Perch, with transverse seini-decurrent 
blackish bands. Dorsal fin subviolaceous, the rest 
red. 
P. Cerniia, Riip-F,:rch Chap. xv. page 228. 

Sub-olivaceous Perch speckled with black, with 15 
spines in the Dorsal fin. 

N. B. The large Eyes (Oculi magni), which are 
noticed in Linnaus's description, are well ex- 
pressed in the Plate. 
Genus Gasterosteus, Stickleback. 

Body somewhat lengthened. Dorsal spines distinct. 
Ventral fins spiny. Abdomen carinated on the sides, 
and bony beneath. 
G. Aadiattts, Common Stickleback. Chap. XVHI. pp. 



58, 261. 



Olivac 



s Stickleback, silvery-red beneath, with 3 



ORDER IV, 
Abdominal. 

Venlral Fins behind, or beyond ihs Pectoral. 
Genus CoBiTis, LocHE. 

Mouth (in most species) bearded. Eyes situated in 
the upper part of the head. Body nearly of equal 
thickness, from head to tail. Scales small, easily 
deciduous. Air-bladder hard, or osseous. 
27 
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arbahila, Cotiimcii Lcchf. Chap. XVI 



Genus S4LMO, 'jalmon 

Head compressed, smcolh Tongue cartilaginous 
Teeth both in the jaws, and on the tongue Gill 
membrane from 4 to 10 ra^ed Bodv compressed, 
furnished at the hind part n th an Adipo>'e fin 
S Salar, Comrnen Salmon Chap Ul page 154 
Sill ery gray apotted Salmon, with the jaivs (in the 
malej mcutvated 
S Firio, Commoti T^out Chap v page 94 
Velio wish-gray Salmon with red spots, and lower jaw 
rather longer than the upper. 
.S. Satmulus, Samlet Chap. IV, page 76. 

Bluish-gray Salmon, with distant reddish spots and 
forked tail. 
Note, Pennant seems to have established this as 
a distinct species, and not the fry of the Salmon, 
which some have supposed. One conclusive rea- 
son amongst others is, thai they are furnished with 
roes, and are therefore to be considered as full- 
grown fishes. A similar inference may be made 
with respect to the White-Bait of the Thames. 
S. Tkymallus, Gray Img Salmon. Chap. vi. page 147. 
Gray Salmon, with longitudinal dusky blue lines, and 
violet-colored Horsal fin barred nith brown. 
Genus Esox, Pike. 

Head somewhat flattened above. Mouth wide. Teeth 
sharp, in the jaws, palate, and tongue. Body length- 
ened. Dorsal and Anal fins (in most species) placed 
near the tail, and opposite each other. 
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E. Lucius, Common Pike. Chap. vni. page 166. 

Grayiah-olive Pike, with yellowish spots, and de- 
pressed subequal jaws. 
Geitui Cyprinus, Carp. 

Mouth small md toothless. Teeth in the throat. Gill- 

membyane 3 rayed. Ventral fins, in general, 9 rayed. 
NoU. It is remarkable, that of the twenty-one prin- 
cipal Fish which minister to the pleasure of the 
Angler, ten belong to this single Genus. 

C Carpio, Common Carp. Chap. is. page f%2. 
Yellowish- olive Carp, with wide Dorsal fin, with the 
third ray serrated behind, 

C. Brama. Bream. Chap. x. page 190. 
Broad olivaceous Carp, with flesh-colored Abdomen ; 
smallish Dorsal fin, and 27 rays in the Anal fin. 

C. Rutilits. Roach. Chap. xvil. page 244. 
Yellowish-silvery Carp, with olivaceous back. Dor- 
sal fin brown, the rest reddish, and forked tail. 

C. Tinea, Tiiuh. Chap. xi. page 200. 
Mucous blackish- olive Catp, with very small scales, 
and nearly even tail. 

C. Barbus, Barbel. Chap. xiv. page 232. 
Bluiah-white Carp, with 4 beards, olive-colored back, 
and the first ray of the Dorsal fin serrated on both 
sides. 

C.Jeses, Chub. Chap. 11. page 63, 
Silvery-bluish Carp, with olivaceous back, thick 
head, and rounded snout. 

C Ltucisciii, Dace. Chap, xvii, page 24.5. 
Yellowish-silvery Carp, with olivaceous back. Dorsal 
fin brown, the rest reddish, and forked tail. 
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C. Alburnus, Bleak. Chap. sv. page 239 
Silvery Carp, with olivaceous back, 20 rajs iti the 
Anal fin, and forked tai!. 

C. Gobio, Gudgeon. Chap. XV. page 227. 
Silvery-Olive Carp, with the upper lip bearded, and 
the Dorsal tin and lail spotted witli black. 

C. Phexinus, MiniioBt. Chap, xvui, pages 258, 259. 
Blackish-gteen Carp, with blue and yellow variega- 
tions; reddish-silvery Abdomen, and forked tail. 
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SELECTED NOTES, 

ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE COMPLETE ANGLER. 

Page I. A Conference betwixt an Angler, etc. 

The First Edition of the Complete Angler has not 
any descriptive titles prefixed to the chapters; but 
the lea£ immediately preceding the commencement of 
the work itself contains a short Table of Contents to 
the thirteen chapters of which that edition is com- 
posed, and which is introduced in the following man- 
ner: "Because in this Discourse of Fish and Fishing 
I have not observed a method, which (though the Dis- 
course be not long) may be some Inconvenience to the 
Reader, I have therefore for his easier finding out 
some particular things which are spoken of, made 
(his following Table. The first chapter is spent in a 
vindication or commendation of the Art of Angling," 
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After having gone through the whole number of chap- 
ters, the Table concludes with, " These directions the 
Reader may take as an ease in his search after some 
particular Fish, and the baits proper for thern ; and 
he will shew himselfe courteous in mending or pass- 
ing by some few errors in the Printer, which are not 
so many but that they may be pardoned." In the 
Second Edition, there were twenty-one chapters, en- 
titled as they are in the foregoing pages ; and the 
Third Edition was the first which had an index. 

Page 2. The Thatched House in Hoddesden. 

In the First Edition, there are but two characters 
introduced in Giapter I.: Viator, or the Wayfarer, 
whose name In the Second impression was changed 
to Venator, or the Hunter, and Fiscator, the Fisher- 
man. Instead, therefore, of the dialogue as.it now 
stands, the opening passages were originally as fol- 
low: '^ Piscator. You are wel overtaken Sir; a good 
morning to you ; I have stretch'd my legs up Totnam 
Hil to overtake you, hoping your businesse may occa- 
sion you towards Ware, this fine, pleasant, fresh, 
Mayday in the morning. Viator. Sir, I shall almost 
answer your hopes ; for my purpose is to be at Hods- 
den {three miles short of that town) I will not say, 
before I drink, but before I break my fast : for I have 
appointed a friend or two to meet me there at the 
Thatcht-house, about nine of the clock this morning; 
and that made me so early up, and, indeed, to walk so 
fast. Pise. Sir, i know the Thatcht-house very well: 
1 often make it my resting place, and taste a cup of 
ale there, for which liquor that place is very remark- 
able ; and lo that house I shall by your favour accom- 
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pany you, and either abate of my pace, or mend it, to 
enjoy such a companion as you seem to be, knowing 
that (as the Italians say,") etc. Pages i, 2. The 
Thatcht-house is stated by the Rev. IVIoses Browne, 
in a note in his Third Edition of the Complete Angler, 
Land. 1772, i2mo, p. 1, to be "seventeen miles from 
London on the Ware road." It is now quite unknown; 
but it has been supposed that a thatched cottage, once 
distinguished by the sign of the Buffalo's Head, 
standing at the farther end of Hoddesdon, on the 
left of the road in going towards Ware, about seven- 
teen miles and half distant from London, was the 
actual building. 

Page 2. Theobald's. 

In the county of Hertford, about twelve miles from 
London, in the parish of Cheshunt ; built by Cecil, 
Lord Burleigh, who often entertained Queen Eliz- 
abeth there. 

Page 3. See a hawk, tkar a friend mews. 

From the French word iiiui. It signifies the care 
taken of a hawk during the moulting-season. The 
places where hawks were trained and kept were called 



Page 3. Mr. Sadler's. 

Ralph Sadler, of Standon, a few miles from Amwell, 
in the County of Herts, the son and heir of Sir Thomas 
Sadler, Knight. " He delighted much in Hawking 
and Hunting and the pleasures of a country life, was 
famous for his noble table, his great hospitality to his 
neighbours, and his abundant charity to the poor." 
He died in 1660. 
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Page 4. According to Lucian. 

The First Edition of the Complete Angler has 
these verses placed immediately after the extract 
from Montaigne, which was introduced by the same 
remarks which now precede it, upon Viator's answer 
to that speech of Piscafor, ia which he declares him- 
self an enemy to the Otter, both on the account of his 
brother-anglers and his own. At page 5, in the origi- 
nal impression, Viator, who is the subsequent Venator, 
though without his discourse in praise of Hunting, 
says : " Sir, to be plain with you, I am sorry you are 
an Angler: for I have heard many grave, serious men 
pitie, and many pleasant men scoffe, at Anglers." 
Piscator's reply is then nearly the same as it now 
appears, with the transposition already mentioned ; 
but at the end of the sentence "and I hope ! may 
take," etc., see page 6, he continues : " But, if this 
satisfie not, I pray bid the scoffer put this Epigram in 
his pocket, and read it every mornmg for his breakfast 
(for 1 wish him no better) Hee shiU hnd it fixed 
before the Dialogues of Lucian who maj justlj be 
accounted the father uf the famil) of all scotters; 
And, though I owe none of that fraternitie so much 
as good-will, yet I have taken a httle pleasant pains 
to make such a conversion of it as maj make it the 
fitter for all of that fratemitj 

Page 5. The learned and ingenious ^loiitatgite 

The original edition, in this place, reads, "And as 
for any Scoffer, ^qui mockal, iiwckabtlur.' Let mee 
tell you {that you may tell him), what the wittie French- 
man sayes in such a case." 
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Page 12, Varro. 

Marcus Terentius Varro, a most learned Roman, 
contemporary with Cicero, and author, it is said, of 
nearly five hundred volumes. He was one of the best 
writers oa agriculture. 

Page I i. Mr. G Sandys. 

George Sandys, the youngest son of Dr. Edwin 
Sandys, Archbishop of York, born in- 1577. The 
book referred to by Walton is "A Relation of a 
Journey begun An. Dom. : 1610." 
Page 22, Macrobius. 

Aurelius Macrobius, a learned writer of the fourth 
century, chamberlain to the Emperor Theodosius. 

Page 22. He tkal skalLview tk4 writings of Macro- 
bin-! or Varro. 

This passage occurs first in the Second Edition of 
The Complete Angler, 1655; and the materials of it 
are taken, with little alteration in the language, from 
lib. iv. sect. 6, p, 434, of Dr, Hakewill's Apology. 
Page 26, Then first, for the antiquity of Angling. 
At this place, in Walton's First Edition, p. 12, there 
is a marginal reference to "J. Da. Jer. Mar." as the 
authorities which furnished this paragraph; which are 
certainly meant for John Davors, and Jervis or Ger- 
vase Markham. The beautiful verses by the former 
of these persons, on page 49, have been, however, 
considered to belong rather to a John Dennys ; since 
those stanzas which in the First Edition of Walton, 
p. 35, are marked Jo. Da,, afterwards extended into 
Davors, form a part of a very rare poem entitled " The 
Secrets of Angling, by J. D., Esquire," first printed in 
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octavo in 1613. The passage referred to in Mark- 
liam, wliose opinion Walton says, in the First Edition, 
he " likes better," is in the " Pleasures of Princes, or 
Good Men's Recreations, containing a Discourse of 
the General Art of Fishing with an Angle or other- 
wise," 410, 1614, p. 3. 

Page 39. The learned Peter du Moulin. 

Dr. Peter dn Mouhn, Prebendary of Canterbury. 
His treatise entitled "The Accomplishment of the 
Prophecies," was translated from the French by J. 
Hath, and printed in octavo at Oxford in 1613. The 
passage to which Walton refers is in the Preface to 
the Reader : " For as God intending to reveale future 
events to his prophets, withdrew them aside, and 
carried them either to the desert or els to the sea- 
shore, that so having piuckt them froni amidst the 
presse, he might settle their minds in a quiet re- 
pose; so thinke I, that to dive into their prophecies 
a man need be free from all cares, and to partake 
of their rest, that he may partake of the cleernesse 
of their spirit." 

Page 30. And an ingenious Spaniard says. 

This passage is commonly supposed to allude to 
John Valdesso, a Spanish soldier in the service of 
the Emperor Charles V., of whom, in his old age, 
he obtained leave to retire by urging the aphorism, 
'■ It is fit that between the employment of life and llie 
day of death some space should intervene." 

Page 31. Ofie of no less credit than Aristotle. 
In the margin of the First Edition of Walton is in- 
serted at this place, " In his Wonders of Nature." 



, Google 



NOTES. 427 

Page 32. But I will lay aside viy discourse of 

The passage from the words "But I will lay aside" 
down to "she locks up her wonders," p. 34, was not 
inserted till Walton's Fifth Edition. 

Page 33. Dr. Casaiibon. 

MSric, son of Isaac Casaubon, born at Geneva in 
1599, but educated at Oxford, was for his great learn- 
ing preferred to a Prebend in the Cathedral of Canter- 
bury, and the Rectory of Ickham near that city. , . . 
He died in 1671, leaving behind him the character of 
a religious man, loyal to his Prince, exemplary in his 
life and conversation, and very charitable to the poor. 
Atken. Oxon., vol ii, p, 485, edit. 1721. Casaubon's 
work "Of Credulity and Incredulity in Things Natu- 
ral, Civil, and Divine," was tirst printed in London in 
1668. What relates to the Dolphins is at page 243 
of the First Edition, 

Pags 33 John Tradescant. 

There were three o£ the Tradescanls, — grandfather, 
father, and son. The son is the person here meant; 
the two former were Gardeners to Queen Elixabeth, 
and the latter to King Charles the First. 

Page 33. Elias Ashmole, Esq. 

Ashmole was at first a Solicitor in Chancery, after- 
wards was promoted to the office of Windsor Herald, 
and wrote the " History of the Order of the Garter," 
published in 1672. 

Page 35, Gesner, Rondeletius . . . Ausoniits. 

Conrad Gesner, an eminent physician and natural- 
ist, was born at Zurich in iji6. His skill in botany 
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and natural history was such as procured him the 
appellation of the Pliny of Germany. He died in 
156s- Two of his works are"Historia Animaliuin " 
and " De Serpenlum Naturi, Tiguri," to both of which 
Walton frequently refers. 

Guillaume Rondelet, also an eraiaent physician, was 
born at Montpelher, in Languedoc, in 1507, He wrote 
a treatise, " Libri de Piscibus marinis," where all that 
Walton has taken from him is 10 be found. He died 
in 1566. 

Decius Ausonius, a native of Bordeaux, was a Latin 
Poet, Consul of Rome, and Preceptor to the Emperor 
Gratian. He died about 390. 

Page 3J. Divim Dii Sartas. 

Guillaume de Salioste, Sieur du Bartas, was a poet of 
great reputation in Walton's time. He wrote, besides 
numerous other productions, a poem in French, called 
"Divine Weeks and Works," which was translated 
into English by Joshua Sylvester. 

Page 36. And there is a fish called a Hermit. 

The passage from the words " And there is a fish " 
down to " most o£ mankind " was not inserted till the 
Third Edition of The Complete Angler, 1664. 

Page 36. jElian. 

Claudius .(Clianus was born at Prsneste, in Italy, in 
the reign of the Emperor Adrian. He wrote " De 
Animalium Natura," and other works. 

Page 43. The Voya'^es of Ferdinand Mender Pinto. 

The passage alluded to by Walton occurs in " The 

Voyages and Adventures of Ferdinand Mendez Pinto, 
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done into English by H[enry] C[ogan], Gent. Lon- 
don, 1633," fol, chap. Ixxix p. 319 

Page 44. He that reads Plntarck. 

These passages, from the words '■ And for the law- 
fulness " down to " many others of great learning have 
been," did not appear until Walton's Second Edition. 
The anecdote of Antony and Cleopatra given by Plu- 
tarch is as follows : " it would be very tedious and 
trifling to recount all his follies ; but his fishing must 
rot be forgot. He went out one day to angle with Cleo- 
patra, and being so unfortunate as to catch nothing in 
the presence of his mistress, he was very tnuch vexed, 
and gave secret orders to the fishermen to dive under 
water, and put fishes that had been fresh taken upon 
his hook. After he had drawn up two or three, Cleo- 
patra perceived the trick ; she pretended, however, to 
be surprised at his good fortune and dexterity i told 
it to all her friends, and invited them to come and 
■ see him fish the next day. Accordingly a very large 
company went out in the fishing vessels, and as soon 
as Antony had let down his line, she commanded 
one of her servants to be beforehand with Antony's, 
and diving into the water, to fix upon his hook a 
salted fish, one of those which were brought from 
the Euxine Sea.''^ 

Page 44. Our learned Perkins . . . Doctor W/iit- 
aker . . . Doctor Nowel. 

William Perkins was a preacher who flourished at 
the latter end of the sixteenth century. 

Dr. Whitaker was an eminent writer in the Romish 
controversy, and Regius Professor of Divinity in the 
University of Cambridge, He flourished toward the 
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close of the sixteenth century. The fact referred to 
in the text is thus attested by Fuller in his '■ Holy 
State," book iii. chap. 13 : " Fishing with an angle is 
to some rather a torture than 3 pleasure, to stand an 
hour as mute as the fish they mean to take ; yet here- 
withal Dr. Whitaker was much delighted." 

Dr. Alexander Nowel was a learned divine and 
famous preacher in the reign of Edward VI., upon 
whose death he, with many other Protestants, fled to 
Germany, where he lived many years. 

Page 47, Sir Htnry Wotton. 

This eminent scholar and statesman was born at 
Breton Hall, in Kent, in 1568, and educated at Win- 
chester School, in New Oxford. He became Secre- 
tary to Robert Devereux, Earl of Essex, and after- 
wards attached himself to the Duke of Florence, who 
sent him as Ambassador to James VI. of Scotland. 
When the latter came 10 be King of England, he 
knighted Wotton and employed him as his principal 
Ambassador. About 1624 he was made Provost of 
Eton College, and died there in December, 1639. The 
passage quoted in the text is in his " Remains." 

Page 58. Make conscience of the Iwws of the 
nation. 

This alludes to a statute made in the 5th of Eliz., 
which enacts that any person eating flesh upon the 
usual Fish-days shall forfeit ^3 for every offence, or 
undergo three months' imprisonmeot without bail. 
The passages from " Is not mine Host a witty man.'" 
down to " To speak truly," p. 60, are wanting in the 
First Edition. 
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Page 60, A( Trovt Hall . . . where /purpose to 
lodge lO'tiight. 

At page 86 Piscator tells the milkwotnan he is 
" going to Bleak Hall to his bed," 

Page 76. There are Trouls taken of three cubits 
long. 

That is, four feet and a half, — a length scarcely 
credible (says Jesse), although it is known tliat trout 
attain a great size in very large lakes. One of the 
largest English trout on record was taken in a small 
stream which runs through the park at Drayton Manor, 
the seat of Sir Robert Peel. It weighed twenty-two 
pounds and a half. 

Page 76. Mercator. 

Gerard Mercator, of Rupelmonde, in Flanders ; a 
man of intense application to mathematical studies. 
He engraved with his own hand, and colored, the maps 
to his geographical writings. He died in 1594. 

Page 79. Albertus. 

Albertus Magnus, a German Dominican, and a verj' 
learned man. He wrote a treatise "on the Secrets of 
Nature," and twenty other volumes in folio, and died 
at Cologne, in 1280. 

Page 83. The Royal Society, etc. 

This passage did not appear until Walton's last 
edition. 

Page 86. Bleak Hall 

A fishing-house on the banks of the Lea. about one 
mile from Edmonton, was called Bleak Hall, and is 
presumed to be the place alluded to. 
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Page 96. The choice songs, etc. 

In Walton's First Edition, this passage is contained 
in the Third Chapter: which is entitled " In Chapter 
3 are some observations of Trouts, both of fheir na- 
ture, their kinds, and their breeding." 

Page no. Our Topsel. 

The Rev. Edward Topsell, Chaplain to Dr. Neil, 
Dean of Westminster, in the Church of St. Botolph, 
Aldecsgate. He was the author of "The History of 
four-footed Beasts," and "The Historic of Serpents, 
or the .Seconde Booke of Living Creatures." 

Page 112. Aldi'ovandus. 

Ulysses Aldrovandus, an eminent physician and 
naturalist of Bologna, who wrote one hundred and 
twenty books on several subjects, and a treatise " De 
Piscibus," published at Frankfort, in [640. The pas- 
sage alluded to in the text, is in his " Scrpentum et 
Draconum Historiae." 

Page 117. Devout Lessius. 

Leonard Lessius, a very learned Jesuit, born at 
Antwerp, 1554. He wrote several theological tracts, 
and a book entitled " Hygiasticon, seu vera ratio vale- 
tudinis bonae & vitae extremam senectutem conser- 
vandae." From this tract, Jt is probable the passage 
in the text is cited. He died in 1623. 

Page 118. A most excellent Jly-Jisker. 

Leonard Mascall, from whose " Booke of Fishing 
with Hooke and Line, &:c. 4to. Lond., 1600," the 
ensuing list of flies is copied verbatim. 

Page 120. Mr. Thomas Baiker. 

Barker appears to have been an angler by profes- 
sion, and an experienced cook of fish, since he says 
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he "had been admitted into the most Ambassadors' 
Kitchens that had come to England for forty years, 
and drest fish for them;" for which, he adds, he 
was duly paid by the Lord Protector. In ifis'- two 
years before the first publication of Walton's work, 
he published his "Art of Angling, the third edition 
of which was issued in 1659, under the enlarged title 
of '■ Barker's Delight, or the Art of Angling." 

Fage [ 30. C/i Harvie. 

The verses with this signature do not appear until 
the Second Edition; for the dialogue in the First 
passes immediately from Herbert's verses to the 
Beggars' Song, which is there sung by Viator, with- 
out the introductory story. 

Page 131. Dr. Botekr. 

Dr. William Butler, a celebrated physician, styled 
by Fuller, in his "Worthies," the jEsculapius of the 
age. He was born at Ipswich about 1535 and died 
in 1 61 8. 

Page 131. Hear my Kenna sing a song. 

The reference to the margin indicates that Walton 
wishes to hear Kenna, his mistress, sing the song 
"Like Hermit Poor." This song was set to music 
by Nicholas Laneare, an eminent master of Walton's 
time. The verses which introduce this song were in 
all probability the production of Walton ; for it may be 
observed that Kenna is evidently a feminine formation 
of Ken, the maiden name of his second wife. 

Page 131. Like Hermit poor. 

The following is the song to which Walton alludes. 
It occurs in a Collection of Poems entitled the " Phoe- 
nix Nest," published in 1593. 
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"Like to a Hermite poore, in place obscure, 
I meane to spend my daies ut endles doubt, 

Where none but Love shall ever findc me out. 

My foode shall be of care and sorrow made, 
My drinks nought else but teares falne from mine eies ; 

And for my light, in such obscured shide, 

The flames shall serve, which from my hart arise. 

A gowne of graie my body shall attire. 

My stafCe of broken hope whereon lie stale ; 
Of late repentance, lincl with long desire, 

Tlie couch is tram'dc whereon my limbes He lay ; 
And at my gale Dispaire shall linger still. 
To let in Death, when Love and Fortune will." 

Page 134. Our lale English Gasman. 

This allusion occurs in the Second Edition, 1655, 
and is to a work which had appeared three years be- 
fore ; " The English Gusman ; or, the History of that 
unparalleled Thief, James Hind, written by G. F, 
[George Fidge]. 4I0. Lond.. 1652." 

Page 135. Ben Jonson in Ms Beggar's Bush. 

The comedy of " The Royal Merchant, or Beggar's 
Bush," was written by Fletcher, and not by Ben Jon- 
son. It was first printed with the title of " The Beg- 
gar's Bush," only. 

Page 135. Frank Davison. 

Francis Davison was the eldest son of Secretary 
Davison. He was born about the year [575, and pub- 
lished the "Poetical Rhapsody" in i6o2, in which 
miscellany he inserted the " Beggar's Song." 
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Page 138. Caspar Peucerus. 

A learned physician and n7athematician, born at 
Bautzen in 1525. He married the daughter of Melaiic- 
thon, wrote many booifs, and died in 1602. 

Page 142. Learned Doctor Hakewill. 

This paragraph did not appear until the Second 
Edition of Walton. 

Page 143. Advise anglers to be patient, and for- 
bear smearing^ lest they be heard atid catch no fish. 

This saying occurs in "SiceUdes a Piscatory [by 
Phineas Fletcher], as it hath been acted in King's 
College in Cambridge. Lond,, 1631." 4to. 

" Nay, if you sweare, we shall catch no fish." 

Page 145. The umber and grayling. 

The larger grayling (says Browne) is called an umber, 
as the full-grown jack is called a pike. Jesse slates 
that there are three very distinct sizes of grayling: 
the pink, so called from its not much exceeding the 
minnow in siie ; the sketi, or skate, which average 
about five to the pound; and the half-pound fish, 
which then takes the name of " grayling." 

Page 146. Salvian. 

Hippolito Salviani, an Italian physician of the six- 
teenth century. The book referred to by Walton is 
"Aqvatilivm Animalivm Hlstoriae, Rom., 1554." 

Page 164. Dubravius. 

Janus Dubravius Scala, Bishop of Olmutz in Mora- 
via, in the sixteenth century, was born at Pilsen, in 
Bohemia. The Latin title of the book cited by Wal- 
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ton is " De Piscinis, et Piscium qui in eis aluntur 

Page 169. Cardanus. 

Hieronymus Cardanus, an Italian phj'slcian, natu- 
ralist, and astrologer, who died at Rome, 1576- 

Page 176. Sir Richard Baker, in ivkoie chronicle. 

Not in Walton's First Edition. 

Page 1 73, Jovius. 

Paulus Jovius, an Italian historian of doubtful 
authority, who lived in the sixteenth century, and 
wrote a small tract " De Romanis Piscibus." He 
died in 1552. 

Page 21 1 , Venerable Beds. 

The most universal scholar of his time, born at 
Durham about 671. He died in 734. The passage 
referred to in the text is in his '■ Ecclesiastical History 
of the English Nation," lib. iv. cap. 19. 

Page 211. Lobd. 

Mathieu de Lobel, or L'Obel, an eminent physician 
and botanist of the sixteenth century, was a native of 
Lille, in Flanders. He was a disciple of Rondeletius, 
and, Leing invited to London by James L, published 
there his " Historia Plantarum," and died in the year 
1 6 16. 

Page 211, Gerard, 

John Gerard, a surgeon in London, and one of the 
most celebrated of English botanists, born at Nampt- 
wich, Cheshire, in 1545, The passage referred to in 
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the text is from liis " Herball or Generall Historie of 
Plantes," Lond. 1633. lib. 3, p. jjS?, chap 171, which 
is entitled " Of the Goose tree, Barnacle tree, or the 
Tree bearing Geese." 

Page 216. Ho',u to make this Ed a most excellent 
dish of meat. 

Xeither the instructions for dressing the Eel, nor 
the observations on the Flounder, the Char, and the 
Guiniad, occur in the First Edition. 

Page 222. Gasius. 

Antonius Ga/ius, of Padua. His principal work, 
to which Walton probably alludes, was his " Corona 
Florida Medicins, sive De Conservatione Sanitatis," 
first published at Venice in 149'. 

Page 224. DiKtor Sheldon. 

Dr. Gilbert Sheldon, Warden of All-Souls College, 
Chaplain to Charles I., and after the Restoration 
Archbishop of Canterbury, born July 19, 15981 at 
Stanton in Staffordshire. He died in 1677. 

This passage is not in Walton's First Edition, and 
the Second reads, " Doctor Sh." 

Page 238- Phineas Fletcher. 

The son of Giles Fletcher, LL.D., and Ambassador 
from Queen Elizabeth to the Duke of Muscovy, said 
to have been bom about 1584. In 1633 was published 
his " Purple Island, or the Isle of Man ; together with 
Piscatoric Eclogs." He died about 1650. 

Page 251. Either to ilfr. Margrave, etc. 
There is printed upon the reverse of the last leaf of 
Cotton's Second Part of the Complete Angler, Edit. 
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1676, the following memorandum concercing this per- 
son ; '■ Courteous Reader. You may be pleas 'd to take 
notice, that at the Sign of the Three Trouts in St. 
FauPs Church-Yard, on the North side, you may be 
fitted with all sorts of the best Fishing-Tackle, hy Jehn 
Margrave." 

The four earlier editions ot Walton read, "I will 
go with you either to Charles Brandon's (neer to the 
Swan in Golding-Lane) : or to Mr. Fletcher's, in the 
Court which did once belong to Dr. Nowel, the Dean 
of St. Paul's, that I told you was a good maa and a 
good Fisher; it is hard by the West end of St, Paul's 
Church; they be both," etc. Viator selects Charles 
Brandon. This is in the last chapter of the First 
Edition. The marginal note on the value of an 
Angler's Tackle did not appear until the Second 
Edition. 

Page 261. Malthiolu^. 

Petrus Andreas Matthiolus, an eminent physician, 
born at Siena, in Tuscany, in 1501, famous for his 
Commentaries on some of the writings of Discorides. 



Page 263. Chap. XrX. 

No portion of this chapter occurs in the First, bul 
was added in the Second and subsequent editions. 

Page 266. Dr. Whartmi. 

One oS the most eminent physicians of his day, born 
at Winston, county of Durham, 1614, died in [673. 

Page 369. Chap. XX. 

The whole of ihis chapter was added to fhe Second 
Edition. 
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Page 269. Doctor Libault. 

The work here aOuded to is " L' Agriculture et 
Maison Rustique de M.M. Charles Estienne, et lean 
Liebavlt, Docteurs eti M^dicin," a translation of 
which, under the title of "Maison Rustique, or the 
Country Farme," appeared in London in 1600, and 3 
second edition, with large additions, by Gervase 
Markham in j6(6. The latter is no doubt the "large 
discourse" to which Walton alludes. The XXth 
Chapter of Walton is contracted from Chapters XI. 
to XIV. of Liftault's fourth book. 

Page 275, But first for your line. 

This and the two following paragraphs first appeared 
in the Second Edition. 

Page 385. Caussin. 

Nicholas Caussin, a native of Troyes, in Cham- 
pagne, author of a book called "The Holy Court," 
of which there is an English translation in folio. He 
died in July, 1651. 

Page z86. I have heard a grave divine say. 

Dr. Donne, in his Sermons. 

Page 313. Cotton's Fishing' House. 

Cotton, in his "Epistle to John Bradshaw, Esq." 
printed in his " Posthumous Poems," thus alludes to 
his Fishing-House; 

" My River slill through the same channel glides 
Clear from the tumult, salt, and din of tides, 
And my poor Fishing-house, my Seat's best grace, 
Stands firm and faithful! in the self same place, 
I left it four months since, and ten to one 
I go a fishing ere two days are gone." 
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Page 326. Tom Coriate. 

The son of the Rev. George Coriate, born at Od- 
combe, in Somersetshire, in 1 S77- He travelled almost 
all over Europe on foot, and in that tour walked nine 
hundred miles with one pair of shoes, which he got 
mended at Zurich. Afterwards he visited Turkey, 
Persia, and the Great Mogul's dominions ; proceed- 
ing in so frugal a manner that, as he tells his mother 
in a letter, in his ten months' travel between Aleppo 
and the Mogul's Court, lie spent but three pounds 
sterling, living reasonably well for about twopence 
sterhng a day ! He died of the flux, occasioned by 
drinking sack at Surat in 1617; having, in 1611, pub- 
lished his Travels in a quarto volume, which he called 
his Crudilies ; in which, on the reverse of b. 1. in " a 
Character of the Author," is the passage alluded to in 
the text. — Hawkins. 

Page 333. Now, Sir,you are come to the door. 

This celebrated Fishing-House is formed of stone, 
and the room within is a cube of fifteen feet, paved 
with black and white marble, having in the centre a 
square black marble table. The roof, which is trian- 
gular in shape, terminates in a square stone sun-dial, 
surmounted by a globe and a vane. It was originally 
wainscoted with walls of carved panels and divisions, 
in the larger spaces of which were painted some of 
the most interesting scenes in the vicinity of the 
building ; whilst the smaller ones were occupied with 
groups of fishing-tackle. In the right-hand corner 
stood a large beaufet with folding-doors, on which 
were painted the portraits of Walton and Cotton 
attended by a servant-boy ; and beneath it was a 
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closet, having a Trout and a Grayling delineated 
upon the door. Such was the original appearance 
of the Fishing-House, as collected from a description 
given by Mr. White, of Crickhowel, to Sir John Haw- 
kins, in 17S4; although it was then considerably de- 
cayed, especially in the wainscoting and the paintings. 
To this, the toilowing accoimt of its state in 1811, 
written from actual observation by W. H. Pepys, 
Esq., F.R.S., etc., will form an appropriate and an 
interesting counterpart : 

" It was in the month of April, iSn, that I visited 
the celebrated Fisiiing- House of Cotton and Walton. 
1 left Ashbourne about nine o'clock in the morning, 
accompanied by several Brothers of the Angle : we 
took the Buxlon road for about six miles, and, turn- 
ing through a gale to the left, soon descended into 
the valley of the Dove, and continued along the banks 
of the river about three miles farther, when we arrived 
at Beresford Hall. The Fishing-House is situated on 
a small peninsula, round which the river flows, and 
was then nearly enveloped with trees. It has been 
a small, neat stone building, covered with stone 
slates, or tiles, but is now going fast to decay : the 
stone steps by which you entered the door are nearly 
destroyed. It is of a quadrangular form, having a 
door and two windows in the front, and one larger 
window on each of the other three sides. The door 
was secured on the outside by a strong staple ; but 
the bars and casements of the windows being gone, 
an easy entrance was obtained. The marble floor, as 
described by White in 1784, had been removed: only 
one of the pedestals upon which the table was for- 
merly placed was standing, and that much deierio- 
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TO MV DEAR BROTHER IZAAK WALTON 



"COMPLETE ANGLER." 

Erasmus in his learned Colloquies 
Has mixt some toys, that by varieties 
He might entice all readei s : for in him 
Each child may wade, or tallest giant swim. 
And such is tills Discourse ; there 's none so low 
Or highly leam'd. to whom hence may not flow 
Pleasure and information ; both which are 
Taught us with so much art, that I might swear, 
Safe))-, the choicest critic cannot tell 
Whether your matchless judgment most cxcell 
In angling or its praise ; where commendation 
First charms, then makes an art a recreation. 

'T was so to me ; who saw the cheerful spring 
Pictur'd in every meadow, heard birds sing 
Sonnets in every grove, saw fishes play 
In the cool crystal springs, like lambs in May; 
And they may play, till anglers read this book, 
But aftev, 't is a wise fish 'scapes a hook. 

Jo. Floud, M.A 
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READER 0-F THE "COMPLETE ANGLER." 



FlHST mark the title well ; my friend that gave it 
Has made ii good; this book deserves to have it. 
For he that yiews it with judicious looks, 
Shall find it full of art. baits, lines, and hoolis. 

(The world the river is; both you and I, 
And all mankind, are either fish or fry.) 
If we pretend to reason, first or last 
His baits will tempi us, and his hooks hold fast. 
Pleasure or profit, either prose or rhyme. 
If not at first, will doubtless take in time. 

Here sits, in secret, blest theology. 
Waited upon by grave philosophy 
Both natural and moral ; history, 
Deck'd and adorn'd with flowers of poetry, 
The matter and expression striving which 
Shall most excell in worth, yet seem not ricli. 
There is no danger in his baits; that hook 
Will prove the safest that is surest took. 

Noi are we caught alone. — but, which is best. 
We shall be wholesome, and be toothsome, drest ; 
Drest to be fed, not to be fed upon -. 
And danger of a surfeit here is none. 
The solid food of serious contemplation 
Is sauc'd, here, with such harmless recreation. 
That an ingenuous and religious mind 
Cannot inquire, for more than it may find 
Ready at once prepared, either t' excite 
Or satisfy a curious appetite. 
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More praise is due : for 'tis both positive 
And truth — which, once, was interrogative, 
And uiier'd by the poet, then, in jest — 
Et pismtsrem piscis aniare fvtest. 

Ck. Harvie, M,A. 



TO MY DEAR FRIEND MR, IZAAK WALTON; 



PRAISE OF ANGLING; WHICH WE BOTH LOVE. 

Down by this smooth strearn's wand'ring aide, 

Adorn'd and perfum'd with the pride 

Of Flora's wardrobe, where the shrill 

Aerial choir express their skill — 

First, in alternate melody ; 

And, then, in chorus all agree — 

Whilst the chirm'd fish, as estasy'd 

With sounds, to his own throat deny'd. 

Scorns his dull element, and springs 

r th' air, as if h!s fins were wings, 

'T is here that pleasures sweet and high 
Prostrate to our embraces lie ; 
Such as to body, ioul or fame. 
Create no sickness, sin or shame : 
Roses, not fenc'd with pricks, grow here ; 
No sting to th' honey-bag is near ; 
But, what 's perhaps their prejudice, 
They difficulty want and price. 

An obvious rod, a twist of hair, 
With hook bid in an insect, — are 
Engines of sport would fit the wish 
O' th' epicure, and fill his dish. 

Ill this clear stream, let fall a grub; 
And, straight, take u]) a dace or chub. 
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I' Ih' mud, your worm provokes a snig;* 
Which being fast, if it prove big, 
The Gotham folly will be found 
Discreet, ere ta'en she must be drown'd. 
The tench, physician of the brook, 
In yon dead hole expects your hook ; 
Which having first your pastime been, 
Serves then for meat or medicine. t 
Ambush'd behind that root doth stay 
Apike; to catch — and be a prey. 
The treacherous quill in this slow stream 
Betrays the hunger of a bream. 
And that nimble ford, no doubt. 

Your false fly cheats a speckled trout. 
When you these creatures wisely choose 

To practise on, which to your use 
Owe their creation, — and when 

Fish from your arts do rescue men, — 

To plot, delude, and circumvent, 

Ensnare and spoil, is innocent. 

Here by these crystal streams you may 

Preserve a conscience clear as they; 

And when by sullen thoughts you find 

Your harassed, not busied, mind 

In sable melancholy clad, 

Disteniper'd, serious, turning sad ; 

Hence fetch your cure, cast in your bait. 

All anxious thoughts and cares will straight 

Fly with such speed, they '11 seem to be 
A small eel. 

re here added to the secoii 



[he cunning carp you may 
;h paste ; if you '11 but stay, 
in time, you '11 have your wish. 
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Possest with the hydrophobie. 
The water's calmness in your breast, 
And smoothness on your brow shall rest. 
Away with sports ol charge and noise, 
And give me cheap and silent joys. 
Such as Actason's game pursue. 
Their fate oft makes the tale seem true. 
The sick or sullen hawk, to-day. 

Patience and purse to cards and dice 
Too oft are made a sacrifice : 
The daughter's dower, th" inheritance 
O' th' son, depend on one mad chance. 
The harms and mischiefs which th' abuse 
Of wine doth every day produce, 
Make good the doctrine of the Turks, 
That in each grape a devil lurks. 
And by yon fading sapless tree, 
'Bout which the ivy twin'd you see, 
His fate 's foretold, who fondly places 
His bliss in woman's soft embraces. 
All pleasures but the angler's bring 
r th' tail repentance like a sting. 

Then on these banks let me sit down. 
Free from the toilsome sword and gown i 
And pity those that do affect 
To conquer nations and protect. 
My reed affords such true content, 
Delights so sweet and innocent, 
As seldom fall unto the lot 
Of scepters, though they're justly got, 

Tho, Weavi 
1649, 
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He thai both knew and writ the Lives of men, 
Such as were once, but mu3t not be again ; 
Witness his matchless Donne and Wotton, by 
Whose aid he couid their speculations try ; 

He that conversed with angels, such as were 
Ouldsworth * and Fcatly,f each a shining star 
Showing the way to Bethiem ; each a saint, 
Compat'd to whom our zealots, now, but paint. 

He that our pious and learn'd MorleyJ knew, 

And from him auclt'd wit and devotion too. 

' He that from these such excellencies feich'd. 

That he could tell how high and far they reach'd ; 
What learning this, what graces th' other had ; 
And in what several dress each soul was clad. 

Reader, this be, this fisherman, comes forth. 

And in these fisher's weeds would shrond his worth. 

Now his mule harp is on a willow hung. 
With which when finely touch'd, and fitly strung. 
He could friends' passions for these limes allay. 
Or chain his fellow anglers from tbeir prey. 
But now the music of his pen is still. 
And he sits by a brook watching a quill ; 

' Dr. Richard Holdsworth, See an account of him in Wot 



r. Daniel Featley, for whom se 
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Where with a fim eye, and a ready hand, 

He studies first lo hook, and then to land 

Some trout, or pearch, or pike ; and having done, 

Sils on a bank, and tells how this was won, — 

And that escap'd his hook, which with a wile 

Did eat the bait, and fisherman beguile. 

Thus whilst some vex they from their lands are thrown, 

He joys to think the waters are his own ; 

And like the Dutch, he gladly can agree 
To live at peace now, and have fishing free. 

Ediv. Poivel, M.A. 

April 3, i6;o. 



TO MY DEAR BROTHER MR. IZAAK ^YALTO^' 



"COMPLETE ANGLER," 

This book is so like you, and you like it. 
For harmless mirth, expression, art and wit, 
That I protest, ingenuously 't is true, 
I )ove this mirth, nrt, wit, the book and you. 

Rob. Floud, C. 



CLARISSIMO AMICrSSIMOQUE 
FRATRI, DOMINO ISAACO WALTON 



Unicus est medieus reliquorum piscis, e 
Fas quibus est medicum tangere, certs 
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Hie typus est salvaCoris mi rand us Jesu, 
Libera* mysKriuni quxlibeC hujus habet. 

Hunc cupio, hunc cupms, hone fracer arundiuis, Ij:Mi'; 
Solverit hie pro me debila, teque Deo. t 

Piscis is est, et piscator, mih: ciedlto, qualem 
Vel piscatorem piscis amare velil. 

He,\ry Bayley, A.m. 



L> VIRUM OPTIMU.M ET PISCATOREM PERITISSIMUM, 

ISAACUM WALTONUM. 

Magister artis docte piscatorise, 
Waltonc. salve 1 magne dux arundinis, 
Seu tu reducta valle solus ambulas, 
Prseterfluentes interim observans aquas, 
Seu iorli puri stans in amnis margine, 
Sive in teiiaci gramine et ripS sedens, 
Fallis peritS squameum pecus manu ; 
O te beatum ( qui procul negotiis, 
Forique et urbis pulvere et strepita carens, 
Extraque Cutbam, ad lene maiiaiites aquas 
Vagos honestS fraude pisces decipis. 
Dum cietera eigo ptenfe gens monalium 
Aut tetia invicem sibi et technas struunt, 
Donis, ut hamo, aut divites captant senes, 
Gregi natamflm tu interim nectis dolos. 

*'lX0rS, Piscis. 
I ■iv''oi^,/,s„s. 
X Xpiarhs, CAristus. 
8 &eau, Dei, 
T 'TiJs, Filius. 
S 5«Tip, Salvator. 
t Matt. xvii. 27, the last words of the chapter. 



, Google 



COMMENDATORY VERSES, 4t;5 

Voracem inescas advenam hamo lucium, 

Avidamve percam parvulo alberno capis, 

Aut verme ruffo, musculS aut Iruttam levi, 

Cautumve cyprinum, et fere indocUem capi 

Calamoque linoque, ars at hunc superat lua, 

Medicamve tincam, gobium aut escS frahis, 

Gratum palato gobiuin, parvum licet, 

Prsdamve, non sque salubrem barbulum, 

Etai aropliorem, et niysiace insignem gravi. 

Hie sunt tibi aries, dum annus et tempus sinunt, 

Et nulla transit absque lineS dies. 

Nee sola praxis, sed theoria et tibi 

Nota artis hujus; unde tu sitnul bonus 

Piscator, idem et scriptor ; et calami potens 

Utriusque necdum et ictus, et tamen sapis. 

Ut hamiotam nempe tironem instruas 1 

Stylo eleganti scribis en Halieutica 

Oppiaiiua alter artis et meihodum tu:e, et 

Prfecepta promis rile piscatoria, 

Varias et escas piscium, indolem et genus. 

Nee tradere artem sat putas piscariam, 

(Virtutis est hrec et tamen qu^dam schola 

Patientiamque et temperantiam docet,] 

Documenta quin majota das, et regulas 

Sublimioris artis, et perennia 

Monimenta morem, vitie et exempia optima,— 

Dum tu profuiidum scribis Hookerum ; et pium 

Donnum ac disertum ; sanctum et Herbertum, sacrum 

Vatem; hos videmus nam penicillo tuo 

Graphice, et peritS, Isace, depictos manu. 

Post fata factos hosce per te Virbios," 

V'lHEius quasi BIS viR, is an epithet applied to Hippolytus 
use he was by Diana restored to life after his death, Fio', 
liiMet, lib, XV. V. 536, etseq.; H off manni " Lexicon Univer 
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O qus voluptas est legere in aeriptis tuis I 
Sic tu librts nos, lineis pisces capis, 
Musisque litterisque dum incumbis, licet 
Intentus hamo, interque piscandum studes.* 



AD ISAACUM WALTONUM, 



Isaacs, Macte hitc arte piscatoriS; 
Hie arte Pettus principi censuia dedit; 
Hie arte princeps nee Petro multo prior, 
Ttanquillus ille, teste Tranquillo.t pater 
Patrii, solebat reereare se lubens 
Augustus, hamo instructus ae aruodine. 
Tu nunc, amice, proximum claii es decus 
Post Cssarem hami, gentis ac Halieuticse ; 
Euge O professor artis baud inglori^, 
Doetor cathedrae, perlegens piscariaro t 
Ns tu magister, et ego discipulus tuns. 
Nam Candida turn et me ferunt arundmis, 
Socium hie in arte nobiiem nacti stimus. 
Quid amplius, Waltone, nam did potest? 
Ipse bamiota Dominua eti orbis fuit ! 

JACO, DuP. D.D. t 

• These verses are written by Dr. James Dupnrl. 

t i. e. Suetonius Tranquillus. 

I James Duport, S.T.P., Master of Magdalen College, Cam- 
Imdge, in 1668, and Dean of Peterborough, July, 1664. Dean 
Duport was son of John Duport. whom we are told by Fuller 
( " Church Hist." lib. x. )assisted in the translation of King James's 
Bible. - Ed. 
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